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F Acts xix. 5, 6. 
They were baptized in the name of the Lord 1 T4 
Jesus; and uben "Poul bad laid bis hands 
upon them, the Hop { Gor came on them. 
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CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR AND KING, 

Sr. Jonx ili. 16. e 
God 50 loved the world, that be gave De 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever belicveth 


in bim Should not perisb, but have ever- 
adding as ---: es 
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compassion according to 2 the multitude 2 
bis mercies. 
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the children l.. 189 
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SENI XV. 


THE SINS OF MEN NOT CHARGEABLE ON GOD, 


F; James i . 13, 4. 
Let no man say, "when be is tempted, 14 am 


tempted of God ; — for. Go cannot be | 


tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man - but every man is tempted, when be is 


\ drawn away of bis own lust, and enticed. 
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ECCLESIAGTES viii, 11. 
Becuuse Sentence against an evil work is not 
„ executed Speedily, therefore the beart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 
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SERMON XVIII. 


AGAINST MALICE AND RESENTMENT. 
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. Romans xii, 17. 


; Recompense to no man evil for evil. 263 
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SERMON os. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


Pnov. xxii. 6. 
Train up a child in the way be Should go, 
and when be is old 18 will not depart 


from it. e 2 307 
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And other fell upon good ground, and prang 
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| 1 Acrs xxiv. 28. 
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Go thy way for this time; when ] have a con- | 
venient season I will call for thee, 353 
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when be is old be will not de om it. 18 
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are not instructed in this necessary 
Vol. I I. | 


1 SERM- 5 PRE in their youth, there i is great reason 
. to fear that the cares and Pleasures of che 


world will prevent their acquiring it at all; 


Por 


whereas right principles, properly incul · 
\ 5 cated at that early. season, will probably . 
never desert them dating the eee 

| part of their lives. 8 ö N 
With this expectation, our church W 
provided a catechism, which: is a form of 
instruction by question and answer; and 
she enjoins her members to teach it their 
children, as soon as they shall be able to 
learn it: and she further expects, that it 
should not only be known, but. thoroughly | 
understood by them, before they take on 
themselves, at their confirmation, those en- 
gagements vhich were made for them by 
their sureties at their baptism. This ca- 
techism contains, within a short compass, 
- the chief heads of Christian faith and 
some obseure parts in it, yet. whatever is 
im- 


some lle assistance from: their 
and a proper degree of atter | 
own parts, it may easily be compreh | 
by all, before they arrive at-that age, when * 
they will became themselves answerable 
ſor the observance of their baptismal 1 vow. 
It is to contribute my sbare towards this 
good work, that 1 shall dedicate this and 85 
some future discourses. # | 
This catechism opens with a recital of 
the privileges which baptism confers, and 
of the promises which those, who ans wer 
for the young person, make in his name. 
It then proceeds to instruct him i in the ar- 
tieles of faith, which are contained in the 
belief, to which a short explanation, of 
what may be gathered from it, is added. 
It goes on, to regulate his practice, by 
settin g before him the ten commandments; 
after which, he is told that from these he 
may learn his duty towards God and to- 
B 2 „ 


set forth more at large. e a lien 
As it is 


it concludes with a short account of the 


- two sacramen ts, baptism and the Lord's 
supper. ee e 549 


J shall make some few remarks on 4 2 


of these, passing over in silence, or in a 
very few words, those parts which are ob- 


scure and immaterial for you to know; 
what is important, as I hinted before, is 


neither difficult to be explained or- under- 
stood. | 


The first question, as to the name, arises | 


from a custom which prevailed among va- 
rious 


to the two next quentions, u these duties are | 


s impossible for us b God's 
will without his special grace, which we 
can only expect to be granted to our dili- | 
gent petitions, the catechism next presents | 
us with the prayer which our Saviour him- = 
self taught to his disciples, a and with a com- bs 
_ mentary or paraphrase upon it; and, lastly, 
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apellations on their being adopted into \ 
new families; in like manner, we, on being 
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* 


made members of Christ's family, received 


a Christian name, which denotes our re- | 


lationship to him; this name, therefore, is 


very aptly asked of us, when we are going 
ed - further as to. the privi- 


*' 


to be questio 
leges which are conferred on us by bap- 
tiem. These are said to be three ;—we 
were made members of Christ, children of 
God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 


heaven; 2 in other words, we are en 


become one of that body of which 11 00 (s 
head, we gain a title to the mercy of God. 

and are put in a capacity of ne. a 
blessed im mortality after death. 


Of the engagements which our Way 
fathers and god-mothers : are said to enter 


into for us, the first promises that we 
should forsake all kinds of sin whatever 
B 3 By (the 


- 
=» | |; 


ns. of giving to persons new SERM. 
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On the Catecbivn. 


an. (the world, the flesh, and the devil, being 
a phrase to that import) the second, that 
we should believe all the artieles of the 
Christian faith ; and the third, that we 
| should obey God's holy will; which we may 
ma great measure, though not perhaps en · 
tirely, learn from the eommandments. | 
Now there is certainly nothing improper 
in our sponsors making these vows for us, 
and we are indisputably bound to observe 
them; and, for the same plam reason, they 
are so greatly for own good; for, by the 
transgression or neglect of them, we shall 
draw on ourselves God's indignation, aud 
be everlastingly punished in the Hfe to 
| Wie le Mae wine ow bow! 
I am now to consider the apostle's creed, 
as it is called, all the articles of Which my 
god-fathers and god-mothers promised 
should believe. The first artiele requires 
Os my assent to this truth—that there is an 
Ramzy God, the Father, and maker ef 
heaven 
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1 this is e am, the 8 ERH 
f and every, thing around rm 
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anne MY: | = 
me, from the order and regulaxity with 
— the universe is conducted, and from 


ee ee Who eee 3 
to rise and to set, the moon and the planets 


to perform their stated rounds, the seasons 
to return at regular periods, the grain ” 
which is buried in the earth uniformly to 


revive and to grow up, but some almighty 


superintending cause which i is God? We | 


are next called on to believe in Jesus Christ 


his only Son our Lord, who Was conceiyed 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was | 
crucified, dead and buried. - Of the truth of 
all this, we l have the clearest testimony :— 


about eighteen hundred years ago, a great 


personage, called Jesus Christ, was born 


of a pure virgin, among the Jews he de- 


clared that he was sent from God, and that 
"lo. 24, lb 


| 8 
erhlt h v God's only Son: 2 
Aue truth of those declarations by the wis: 
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arid heb co TT 1 labs wal ; þ | \ 


dom of his instructions, and by the many 
wonderful works which he performed. The 
Jews, through envy and malice, and fear · 
ing that the religion which he taught was 
to be erected on the ruin of theirs, falsely 


accused and crucified him, at the time 
Pontius Pilate was their governor, on the 


day which we now keep and call Good Fri- 
day; and, when they perceived that he was 
dead, he was taken from the cross and bu-- 
ried in a new sepulchre; a large stone was 
rolled at the mouth of it, and a guard of 
armed soldiers placed before it, lest his 
disciples should come in . night and | 
steal him away. N. 
The creed next asserts that he de- | 
scended into hell.” Whatever i is meant by 
this, I think we may be certain that it is 


: not the place of torment, which usually 


goes by that name; it possibly means that 
place 


inquire into: What follows, is indeed im- 


I that he aro I the third 
«« day ;” because it is an earnest that we 
also shall in like manner be raised from 
the grave, and live. That it was really 
himself, and not an apparition which de- 
ceived them, he clearly proved, by con- 
descendingly permitting his disciples to | 
handle him, and by eating and drinking as 

he had done before his death ; he remained 

on earth and shewed himself to large num- 
bers during forty days. The story of his 
body being stolen by his disciples (Which 
the Jews pretended) is too improbable to 
gain credit with any person of sense and 
candour. He died then, and was buried 
on the Friday, and rose again on the day 


which we now celebrate as Easter Sunday. 
f cc He 


— in en ak of many 1 his fallowers, aft er is | 
having conversed with them, as 1 have just 5 


them a commission to preach 
to every creature. 


He now sits. at the ho 3 of. # God, 


the place of highest honour in heaven. 


where he continually presents our prayers, 


and makes intercession for us, and from 


whence he shall come in great pomp and 


majesty, surrounded by myriads of angels, 
to recompense according to their deeds, 
both the multitudes which during all the 
ages of the world have died, and those 
whom at his coming he shall find alive. 
The creed next calls on us to © believe in 


4 the Holy Ghost, who is the third per- 


son in the blessed Trinity, by whose inspi- 
ration the prophets spake, and the apos tles 


did miracles; who is the author of all the 
good thoughts which arise in our minds, 


wha 
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„ and the communion of saints; it is 


of Christ is made up of all sincere Chri- 


the benefits and privileges of the gospel. 


On the cbt . 75 11 8 5 
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But W eee pee agninat magi 
abode with you, without- any efforts on 
your parts: you may indeed be sure, ß 
sincerely endeavour to deserve it, that it 


2 


will not be withheld from you; but then 


your own labours must be as strenuously 
exerted, as if all depended (as in fact it 
does) on yourselves. We next declare 
our belief in the holy catholic church 


not perhaps very clear, now, what is pre- 
cisely meant by these, but probably they 
may be best explained together in this 
manner. —we believe that the true church 


tians, of what nation or sect soever, and 
that all such are and shall be partakers of 


The 


necessary to make the co 


The next ates in EY belief t to whi c I 


[8 we are called on to give our assent, is, | 


the forgiveness of sins. Before Jesus 


Christ came into the world. men had cer 
tainly some hope of their offences being 
pardoned, which arose probably from the 
general goodness of God, from his delay 


of punishment, and from the tendency in 
human nature to expect what we greatly 


| wish; but this hope by no means amounted 
to that full assurance of pardon, which was 


degree easy under the sense of their sins, 


and to inspire them with ardour in the | 
work of their reformation. Jesus C 


at length came, preaching repentance. 45 
remission of sins; which I understand to 


mean, that if at any time of a man's life 


he is sincerely sorry that he has offended 
God, most heartily prays to be forgiven, 
and resalves steadily to be guilty no more, 
but to be religious and virtuous in future; 

8 | and 


On the dachi. NG | 7 


and if he adticites: to his tit not - RN. 


% 


withstanding all his former transgressions, 
he will meet not only with mercy: but with 2 
favour. This is a grand privilege; but let . | b A 
sin in expectation, . and, as he thinks, with 
intention, of amendment; of all difficult 
things to break through, bad habits are 
the most difficult. On account of his pre- 
sumption, likewise, God may hereafter re- 
fuse him assistance, and then all his own - 
endeavours will avail nothing; besides, no 
one can be certain that he shall live another 
day, and if he dies in his sins, he knows 
the consequence; let us not, therefore, 
trust to futurity, but do what we know to 
be so necessary, immediately. Great is 


the salvation which is offered us; how 
shall we escape, if we neglect it! 
Now follows our profession that we be- 
lieve in © the resurrection of the body. — 
Of the truth of this the scriptures ex- 
pressly 


| On the Cotuchiom. 8 
"SER. Ates inform us; at the last a: his 
> bodies wilt be raised from the grave, at 
we sound of the trump of the archangel, | 
they will be united-again with our souls, 

and we shall live. If vou ask me, how-it 

is possible that the flesh, part of which 

has been eaten by worms, part blown about 

3 in dust by the four winds, that of some 
men consumed by fire, and of others bu» 
ried in the ocean; if you ask me how it is 
possible that all these scattered fragments 
and particles can be collected and joined 
together,. —1 ask you, in return, whether 
it be not as easy for God to do this, as it 
was for him to form man from the dust at 


his first creation ? To revive a dead man 
appears to require no greater exertion of 
power than originally to have made him. 
Vou may form some idea of the possibi- 
lity of our being revived again, by what 

vou experience every year:“ That which ; 
* thou sowest is not * except it 
cc die ; 77 


Got 80 elothe che grass er ths' fla, 
hw much more shall he clothe your mor 
tal bodies with à glorious immortality Ted 
it seems | probable that men will be first 

revived in the same bodies in which they 

died, but that an instant change will take 
place: This corruptible will put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal will put on 
immortality. Christ gave a specimen 
of the nature of the change our bodies are 
to undergo, to Peter, James, and John, 

when he was transfigured on the mount ; 

he appeared all glorious, his face zhone like 


the sun, and his raiment became white as 
snow. Such a change will take place with 


respect to the righteous at the resurrec- 
tion ; for St. Paul tells us, that * Christ 
** be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” 
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I all those to whom, he 


| will certainly be raised at the; same time, 
but whether they wil 


a; many of the crimes of the wicked have 
arisen from their bodies, that they shall, | 


together with their souls, share i in the eter- 
nity of ine which has been de- | 


: 3 of belief in“ the life everlasting.” 


1 believe, that if I am pious and virtuous 


being Fare of taking for. amen that z 
ne writes would. be in 5 
wy number. he bodies .of. the wieked f 2 


Ll undergo any change, "3 
is uncertain; ; but it seems probable, that 5 


ound. th e by 1 3 
_ The last axtichs. in the ws; is our pro- 


— Life is often put in Scripture for happi- 
ness, and it is possible may mean 80 here. 


in this world, I shall be for ever happy in 
the 


| On the cu 6 | 17 
4 the 3 or e it may have a more SERM. | 
extensive signification, that of existence, 3 
and may mean, not only the everlasting ; . 
bliss of the righteous, but the everlasting 
misery of the wicked: in either: case our 
belief 1 is supported by scripture, which as 
2 sures us, in various places, that as the re- 
ligious and good man shall be eternally - 
happy in the presence of God, so the pro- 
fane and immoral man shall, for the same 
endless time, undergo the most terrible 
disgrace and torment. Such are the great 
truths to which we are called on-to give 
our assent; it is, however, to little purpose 
that we obey the call, unless we join to a 
sound faith, a good life and conversation: g 
what this chiefly consists in we may learn 
from the commandments, to which * 
should now pass; but this I must : defer to | 
a future opportunity. - x 
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| Prov. xxii. 6. e 


Train up a child in the way be rhould go, 4 er 
when be is old be will not apart from it. | . 


Is the former part of the xixth chapter of SERM. 
Exodus, are related the orders which the 2 
children of Israel received to attend the 5 
Lord upon Mount Sinai, and the solemm 
preparations which they were directed to © Ip 
make for that awful meeting. Aſter that | 
the historian proceeds in this manner: 
* And it came to pass on the third day 
* (che day appointed for God's descent) | 


C3 


; « in 


20 


s ERM. 
3 


the Mount, and the voice of the trumpet 


4 C camp to meet with God, and they [tant 


and God answered him by a voice. 


| Mount: and after that, God delivered the 


« Mount Sinai was altogether in a smoke, 5 


* fire, and the smoke thereof ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace; and the whole 


voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 


the xxth chapter. You observe that this 


- 4 
5 \ p » * 
: y 7 


1 : 5 
«in the P ning, that'there were th T | : 
« and lightnings, and thick clouds upon 


exceeding loud, so that all the people 
« that was in the camp trembled. And 
Moses brought forth the people out of the 
« at the bottom of the Mount, And 


because the Lord descended upon it in 


« Mount quaked greatly. And when the 
% waxed louder and louder, Moses _ 


Moses then receives orders to charge the 
people not to presume to ascend the 


ten commandments, as we find them in 


delivery was originally made to the peo: 
5 ple 


their use. 4.1 am the ora 
« the: Almighty): which have brought thee 
« out of the land of Egypt, out- of the 1 
house of slavery. This is applicable to 
them only, and relates to their miraculous 
escape from the oppression of Pharoah.— 
But when we consider the prodigious so- 
lemnity with which these ten command- 
ments were uttered by! God's own mouth, 
| and that they were afterwards written with 
his own finger ; and when we reflect; be; 
sides, on their intrinsic excellency, that 
they contain in them the great heads of 
duty both towards God and man; and when 
we observe the veneration which Christians 2 
of all ages have paid to them, we cannot 
but perceive that they are deserving of all 
our attention, respect, and obedience. 
Tube first commandment is directed 
against those numerous objects of vor- 
c 3 hip 
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erg. M's to which the nations, * need. in 
— and round about the country which the 
Jews were going to inhabit , paid their ig · : 
norant and wicked zdoratio the sun, 
the moon, the stars, stocks, stones, ani- f 
mals, and deceased men, they either joined | 
with the Supreme Being, or worshipped 
instead of him, To keep the people of 
Israel from this abs urdity and wickedness, 
God says to them, Thou shalt have none 
other Gods but me.”—1 allow neither of 
substitute nor partner, to me only shall you 
offer up your prayers, praises, and adora- 
tions. We Christians are, E hope, in no 
danger of offending against this law, in 
the same manner as the nations above- 
mentioned, but we may break it in other | 
instances, and incur no small portion of 
guilt for so doing. We may, and alas! 
too many of us do, give a preference to the 
pleasures, honours, riches of . this world, 
above God now when we do this they are 
to 


to us in the NY er Sec.; 
which we love with all our hear 5 
all our mind, with all our soul, and with 
all our strentzth; it is them which we 
worship; it is in them that we trust, and, 
too often, it is them which we truly serve 
all the days of our life. Now, when this 
is the case, we certainly violate the first 
commandtnent: those Who dedicate their 
whole time, and set their whole affections 
either on worldly honouts or pleasures, are 
(as the apostle expressly tells us, with res- 
pect to the covetous) Idolaters. Thou 
shalt have none other gods but me.” 
The precept is delivered in negative terms, 
but it has a possitive meaning; we are not 
only required by it not to worship what is 
not God, but we are requiret amm to 
worship what is God. ö 
As Protestatits we are, I trust, in little 
danger of infringing the prohibition con - 
tained in the second commandment; but 
0 4 : there 
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mu that are one sect of Chriotians,. the, Re: 


ne 


man Catholics, who appear to infringe it 
| grievously ; they, certainly. I al e to them- 
gelves images, and bow, down. before.thems. 
Some parts, however, of this rama 
ment deserve our notice: God says“ L. | 
am a jealous God;“ ie. I am very ten- | | 
der of my honour; 1 bear neither. partner 
nor competitor. in those duties which, pro- 
perly belong to me,” . This jealousy does 
not only imply a strong dislike; but a fierce, 
 displeasure, against the breakers. of this 
law : what reason, then, is there to guard 
against it! Who can stand in God's sight 
* when he is angry!” Who can support 
the effects of his displeasure! . 
The conclusion of this commandment 
is remarkable; God represents himself as 
visiting the sins of the fathers upon the | 
children unto the third and fourth gene- i 
ration of them that hate him, and shewing 
merey unto thousands in them that love E 
| him 
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have usually a reat 


not confine his xewards * unishments to 
the good man or sinner himself, * extend 
them likewise to his descendants. This 
seems eee. and almost unac- 


terity, and a great 


gross sins, God III. 


countable, but yet in fact it is what is con- 


stantly happening. Do we not every day 


see children, and even children s children, 


enjoying the rewards of their ancestors pru- 
dence and virtues, or suffering grievously 
in consequence of their ancestors' crimes? 
This, indeed, is the course of nature; but 
remember, that the course of nature is 
under the direction of God. Observe, how- 
ever, the difference between God's proceed- 


ing in the way of severity and in the way of 
favour! He only threatens to visit the ini- 
quities of disobedient - parents 0 on the third 

and 


dme hs nts.” (36! Men SERM. 


II. 


* tthe em ues ; 
therefore, the ae to n 3 en ; 


= 1 and fourth — af tvle- children 5 
Wav Sheweth mercy unto a thousand descents 
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ol the en cem who love and n i 
| him. F048 LIED II won 470 ene 
The third com nandment + forbids 16 te 

take God's name in vain; that is; never to 
mention it but on serious occasions aw - 
The Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in. vuin; 4 trong 
expression, which implies, that he will Io 
on him as exceedingly guilty. This com- 
mandment certainly extends to all kinds of 
wearing and eursing whatever. And here 
must express my wonder that there are 
so many men, who incur such great pots 
tions of guilt on such Slight temptations ! 
| When the robber tells you he was induced 
to fake away his neighbour's goods, to far- : 
nish himself with the necessaries or lux- 
uries of life. when the drunkard alfeges, 
in excuse for his failing, the delight which 
he finds it intemperance and jollity.— 
„„ though - 


wii their ——— is 


able to form an idea of the motive which 3 ; 


incites them to it; but what can we as- 

sign as a motive to the common swearer ? 
He cannot hope to make himself richer by 
swearing, nor wiser, nor more esteemed; 
it will gratify none of his appetites or pas- 
sions: there is no wit in it, nor is there 
any invention for the most stupid may 
arrive at the same degree of ann. in 
it as the most ingenious; It is shocking 
to every pious ear, and disgusting to every 
liberal mind: and though they who prac- 

tise it are guilty of dreadful wickednegg, I 
know no one end that it can possibly answer 
to them. The pretence that what they say 
is more attended to on this account, is too 


ridiculous to deserve a serious reply; ; be- 
sides, if it were true, I beg you to reflect, 
whether such attention would be worth 
purchasing at the n of your eternal 
salvation. 
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* us not, however, abuse this Christ 
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of, labour: were en W e on 
that day. We are not 80 strictly bounds 5 
but that we may A as occasion d 5 

mands, to works of absolute 


liberty, by carrying it too far; let the hours 
of divine service in particular be esteemed 
sacred; and let us, from charity and * 
manity, as well as reverence to God's laws, 
grant every reasonable and possible remis- 
sion from their labours to those who de- : 
peng upon us. The poorer. part of man- 


kind, forced to incessant and uninterrupted 175 


they are able to do: but on Sunday, if they 


toil, to procure themselves the necessaries 


of life, have little time, during six days in 
the week, for the consideration of religious 


subjects; ; and if they perform their morn- 
ing and their evening Sacrifice of prayer 1 
and thanksgiving, it is all, perhaps, which 


ks: 
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wa not prevented og hard. — 25 


masters, they have opport mity as well as 


leisure to think of another world; to as- 
semble themselves together with their bre · 
thren to worship their God, and to be in- 
structed in their duty, and reminded of a 


day of judgment and a world to come.— 


Permit me to call on those who have de- 
pendants under them, to do all in their | 


power to render this excellent institution 
of the Sabbath effective and useful: not 


only to free, as much as possible, from by 
their usual employments, those who live | 


under the 8ame roof with them, but to 


make those arrangements and settleme nts, 


with all who depend upon them, before the 
Lord's Day, which, when they are delayed 


till- then, are gladly Seized by the idle as 


an excuse for not attending public worship; 
while they are sincerely lamented by the 
well-disposed, as the real cause of their 
absence. The accounts of the poor are 
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| SERM. soon — the recompence of their las 
II. 


bours for the week past is not * in ad. 
justing. Let it not then vexa be 
delayed; nor occupy with 
those hours which ought to be solely de- 
voted to God. Consider the inestimable 
importance, to the poor, of Sunday well 
employed; consider that the certain con- 
sequence of their time being taken up, on 
that day, with earthly cares, must be total 
irreligion. Reflect how shocked you will 
be, and how heavy will be your account, if 
any of your dependants should plead at the 
last audit But for my master's inconsi- 5 
« deration 1 should have been regular at 
church. should have worshipped my God. 
and have learnt and practised my duty! 
Assembling on the Lord's Day, to serve 
the Almighty, together with his brethren, 
is no light part of a Christian's duty, 
or which he is in any degree at liberty to 
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do come to church ; but let it be remem- SER M, 
bered, at the ame time, that none of the —— 
good stay away. 3 

I shall in my next dizcourse proceed to 
the commandments of the second table, : 


which contains the heads of our duty to- 


wards our nei . | 
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SERMON I. 


ON THE CATECHISM. - 


Prov. 3 xxii. 5 


| Train up a child i in the way be abould go, ad 
when be is old be will not depart from it. 


Is my explanation of the catechism 1 * eng. 
already gone through with the command- — 
ments of the first table; I now proceed =” 
consider those of the second. These open 
with the injunction to honour our father 

and mother ; and surely, in the regulation 

of our conduct towards each other, no pre- 8 
cept could with greater propriety take the 
lead: after that en tire and boundless obe- 


Vou . D  . 


2 


— * ba — ——ͤ— 
— 8 —— by — ö — os 
. - - — —— fv * x 
— — — — * —ů — 
— — — PC , — 2 : = = l 
DE Ro Praeger bio Or WL Lo, «2 eee er wr re — 
— — — 3 — ae one 
” ON er gm mmm wee IN . — — — - 
— 8 a . a 


— > 
_ = 
=" I = - _— 
— IE. f 
A > w 
=> — — 
—— 
* * 2 — — —ͤñ——⅛ — — 
2 £ . — 
— — — — 
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SERM. 3 due from all to God. the next degree 


III. 


» of respect and reverence 1 is s due from child- 
ren to their paren ts. 


For this you have the divine express com- 
mand, with the promise of a reward an- 


nexed to it, — Thy days shall be long in 


« the land, which the Lord thy God giveth 
«« thee.” This indeed chiefly respected the 


Jews, and might either' hold forth length 


of days as a reward to the dutiful, indivi- 
dually; or might promise the long posses- 


sion of the land of Canaan to the whole 


nation, if this precept were observed, in | ge- 


neral : but there is no reason to doubt but 


that Christians also, .who conscientiously 
honour their parents, may reasonably look 


for a temporal recompence to their obe» 


dience. In the first place, St. Paul, in writ- 
ing to the Ephesians, setting before them 
this commandment, insists on the promise 
annexed to it; and secondly, dutiful child 


ren are, according to the common course 


/ of 


0 the — „ BY 
of things, likely to prosper and do well i iti ; SEAM. 
the world. The whole of life is apt to take — 
its colour from the employment of our 

youth, and that employment of it, which is 
most agreeable to our parents, is com- 
monly the most to our on advantage.— 
need not mention motives of gratitude, 
W they are too obvious; he, who is ill be- 
ved and cruel to the authors of his being, 
| the fosterers of his childhood, to whom will 
he be kind ? he, who is negligent of this 
first and great duty, of what other can we 
expect that he will be mindful ? 8 
The sixth commandment fordids MUrs 
der. The atrociousness of this crime is 80 | 
great, and it is so certainly followed by the 
punishment of death from the laws of our 
country, that there is no necessity to dwell 
on it. The remonstrances or warnings of 
the preactier can have little effect on him 
who can harbour in his breast any idea of 
it; let us, however, devoutiy pray against, 

D 3 | and 
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d carefu Ul avoid, those unroly basstone, 
— nt malice, and]alt kinds of 
— are the usual _ 
that lead to 11 Mats d 1:16 by 
Adultery is probibited- he: the ore 
commandment; ” By many civilized nations 
this crime as: punished with death, and 
even by the divine law which was given to 
| the Jews, and that to both the parties con- 
cerned in it, and su rely very deservedly; 
for there is no offence by which the order 
of society is more disturbed, none by which 
the peace of individuals is more cruelly 
wounded, On the side of the married per- 
son there is perjury added to impurity, 


and in every case there is the greatest im- 
morality and the basest selfishness. What 
can shew a more total want of generosity 
than, for a tran sient satisfaction to our 
selves, to destroy the peace of à fellow- 
_ creature — perhaps of a friend — for his 

whole life! The punishment among us is 
not 


8 


07 the baba. f 


not now 80 great, at least not by whe the; bi 
but let us not be deceived ; the guilt is 3 . 
Still the same, and the penalty is only de · 8 
| layed, to be exacted with greater" severity 
by the hand of God. I must just observe 
that this commandment has been judged 
to comprise every deviation from chastity e 
whatever; nor is the Christian law, which _ — - 
threatens adultery, less severe against 8 
every other species of impurity ! Whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge.” 

In the eighth commandment, the prohi- 1 N ; Y 
bition of all kinds of injustice, by which the = 
property of another is invaded, 5 com- 

prised; not only he 'who robs me openly 
on the highway, | or who breaks into my 
dwelling and bears off my goods, but he 
who, in any other less notorious and ob- 
servable manner, deſrauds me, is guilty of 
disobeying this precept against stealing.— 
The great man, who avails himself of su- 
perior power to deprive me of my right, 
D 3 „ 
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i | Wh | On the Catochlom, 
SERM. and sets me at defignce, because I W 
— the means of applying to the law for pro · 
tection; the worldly wise man, who takes | 
advantage of superior cunning to over- 
reach me in qur bargains; and the trades 
man, who: makes improper profits, either 
by-adulterating the commodity. in which he 
deals, by a deficiency in his weights. and 
measures, or by any other manner of in- 
justice, are all of them no less guilty of 
8 breach of the eighth commandment, than | 
|" the highwayman or the house-breaker, _ 
| : . When understood in this extensive man- 
4 ner, which it certainly ought to be, it is 
to be feared that there are too many who 
would be shocked at the name of stealing, 
who are too intimate with the offence. 

As the sixth commandment aims to 
guard our life, and the eighth our property, 
the ninth is intended for the preservation 
of our characters —“ Thou shalt not bear 

* false witness against thy neighbour,” 
ns, The 


4g 


transgressed. even in the best regulated 
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| The most heinous. e this Wars SPAM. 
cept is that of those infamous person 
who, in a court of justice, and with the 


solemnity of an oath, _assert what they | 
know to be untrue, against an innocent 

man, and bring perhaps his life, perhaps 
his property, but certainly his good name, 
into danger. This. is a crime of so deep 
a dye, that I trust there is no need to-warn 


W any of my present audience against it: 


the commandment is, however, too often 


societies, in less eminent degrees; — and 


such transgressions are the source of very 


much of the unhappiness of social life. 
Next to his guilt, who swears publicly 
to my prejudice what he knows to be false, 
is that of him who affirms the same fal- 
sity in private, with a design to traduce 
my reputation. It is something, that the 


forms of justice are wanting —it is some 
thing, that Almighty God is not imme- 


D4 diatel y 


+... ' On the Oatechiem, 


SERM. diately. affronted: by solemn. appeal but, 
— * 7 

in every other respect the injury to the 
party defamed is often as great, and the 
stroke as wounding, as that which is given 
by the hand of the executioner. There 
are many other ways of infringing this 
I commandment, where the degree of eri - 
\ DS minality, though s still inferior, is yet great z | 
as when we speak ill of others on suspicion 

only —on slight grounds or on vague re- 
port —or when we do it unnecessarily or 


take a pleasure in it —on do not speak in 
their defence, when we hear them unjustly 
or maliciously attacked. It i is, besides, un · 
generous and unjust ungenerous, to sport 
with the characters of our fellow · creatures, 
on which their reception in the world, and 
sometimes their bread, depends — unjust, 

because it is not doing unto them as We 


would wish them to do unto us, 
The laws of the last table conclude with 
* Thou shalt not covet.” — The actual in- 
vasion 


On the Ca 


been cat orokiditeda—tihe mere 
to possess it. is now forbidden and we 
should set ourselves assiduously t to obey it, 
: whether we. consider our own haf 
our duty towards our neighbour, ort , 
God. 21181 H 2; 8 a 122 A ον enoj1s = 
For, first, the contrary dimes ts to what 
is here enjoined, makes a man miserable; 
as, if he once gives free scope to his de- 
sires, he is never likely to be eatised; : 
success will but add fuel to the flame tlie Fu 
more objects of his wishes he gains, W I 
more ardent: he will still be in pursuing 5 
others and content will be, re ene 
stranger to his breast. G Her eng 
| Secondly, it is an. unjust temper, pro- 
bably'i in itself, since we gre not far from 
hating the man whom we envy, and for 


whose possessions we greatly long —and 
almost certainly in its effects, for he will 
not, when a convenient opportunity offers, 

— 
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SERM. TEN dea rea in his hands from 

5 * wthe of ano her; in the hope of 
en he permits bis heart to ” 

riot uncontrolled. |: Beebe 3 
Lastly, it is an relies temper, aince 

it, implies a discontent with God's dispen- 

sations towards us; and, as it usually en - 
: grosses the whole | heart and affections, it 
. . all en of es and n. 

world. | a 
wks are the Ae ink of the two 
tables—laws which, I have before observed, 
were spoken by God 8 mouth. and written 
with his finger ou perceive how excel · 
lent they are in themselves, and how pro- 
per for man to obey them. —Let us; then, 
devoutly offer up our prayers, that they 


may all be deeply engraven on the wee 
tablet of our hearts int 
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Lore vi. 1 by” 
One of We db raid. 25 him, Lord, 
teach us to pray. - | fon 
Tom my last discourse on the catechism, SE RM. 
I concluded my explanation of the ten com- 
mandments, F. rom these, we are informed 
that we learn our duty towards God, and 


our duty towards our neighbour; and, in 
the answers to the two following ques - 


tions, these duties are set down at large: 
but I have already, in my remarks on the 
commandments, er N the chief of 


what 


Sy 
ES o. the Catechism 
SERM. abt u un wem; imd as 16 Hote 


2 
—— points on which 1 have not spoken. t 


are expressed. in the catechism itself, in 50 
5 clear a manner, that there is no necessity | 
for me to dwell on them. i 
\ To understand, and to obey the com- 
mandments, should be the study and the 
endeavour of our whole lives; but our 
own exertions will not do alone ; if God 
does not grant his assistance to them, ? 
however strenuous they may be, they will 
be vain : — to obtain, therefore, this assist 
ance, it is our duty, at all times, to call for 
)\ [188 14 it by attentive and fervent prayer. 1 prd- | 
i j 3 46 Þ oeed, then, to take into oonsideration that 


most perfect form which was compc 

by our Lord, at the request of his disciples, 

and is called by his name — the Lord's 
Prayer. Of all the general forms of ad- 

dress to the Supreme Being, which are ex- | 
tant, it is undoubtedly at the same time 
"the most rational: * the most devout; 60 
that 


Ob the Citechion, 


that (as it has deen well ala ·) whether \ 'we STRM. 


have an eye to the preaching or the praying * 
of our Redeemer, the observation is equally” 


Jae That never man Mr eh like this 

The Lord's prayer contains six distinct 
petitions, besides the address at the begin- 
ning, and what 1s called the doxology, at 
the conclusion. The address is concise, 
but replete with meaning Our Father, 


« which art in heaven,” It is observable, 


that we are not directed to Say my Father, 
but our Father, which seems designed to 
remind us, first, of the vast authority and 


dominion of God, extending over all man- 


kind — and, secondly, of the relationship 
which we bear to each other, he being 
the common parent of us all—and, conse- 
quently, of the obligation under which we 


lie, to cultivate and entertain an universal | 


affection and good will. 
| * Ogden. f 


The 
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The application of Father, of which me 
— are permitted to make use, reminds us off 
our being alliedto him, in many respects 

by nature, for be created us, and that after 

his own image by providence, for he con- 
stantly preserves and protects us by grace. 

for he renews us again, according to his 

image. after that, by Adam's fall and our 

on manifold iniquities, we have defacet . 

and destroyed the resemblance—every way 

he is our Creator and Father. There is 
something, like wise, attractive and win - : 

ning in the title God, or Lord, imply 

such perfection, and such super · eminent 
authority, that, conscious as we must be 


of our meanness and unworthiness, we 
might be discouraged in our approaches 5 
to him; but the name of Father supports | 
and emboldens. What earthly parent is 
there, who does not love and desire all 
manner of good for his offspring? ? „And 4 
* if men, * evil, do give good gifts 


«« unto 


Af —_ 3 -; ; % 4 2 


« unto. their tres, 
« will our” Father, who is in | 
, good things to n that ask him! 

« Which art in heaver God is substan- 
tially present every where alike ; but he 


does not every where equally discover him 


self, nor does he display every where, with 
equal splendour, the beams of his glorious 
majesty. The seripture frequently men- 


tions a place of his special residence; here 


is his royal court, here his imperial throne, 


and} here he is attended upon by Saints and 


angels. This place is called heaven, and 


sometimes the highest heavens, and by his 
presence here God is described, both to 


distinguich him from other earthly pa- 


rents, and to increase our reverence to- 


wards him, when we bring to mind his 
super- eminent glory and majesty. 

| The first petition is © Hallowed or sanc- 
8 tified be thy name.” God's name means 
| himself, and when we pray that it may be 


1 hal- 


ve ; /give —__ 


Pr 


— — m]“ ˙7ĩꝭ rr 
\ 
Fa * 


65 ga hallowed Seeed we mean to ask that 


all mankind may make a dis! inction, ob- 
serve a distance between God . „ 
things, and that they may give to him the 


we mean to request of the Almi ghty to 


be had in the highest veneration! May 


DET kingdom come, is the second 
3 This would be more Justly. and 
intelligibly translated, if it were Thy 


called the reign of God. The petition 


Christ taught this = to his disciples: 
they were instructed here to desire that 
the el might be r and effectu- 


most decided and unrivalled preference: : 


this effect—* Mayest thou every where 


all honour, praise, and service be ren - 
dered unto thee, by men, and by us, Who 
are now addressing thee, in particular! 


. 


7 reign come. The profession of pure 
Christianity i is in the scriptures constantly ; 


— 


ere: used seems more nnn. to re 


* 


on. Outechiem,. 
ally n I 


over the earth; \then it in SERM. | 


| figurative. a would commence the 
reign; . God x: FFT 


There is but too ne 


for us at this day to continue 9-4 ſion, "0; 


when we recollect that a very large part 
of the world is not yet converted to Chris- 


tianity, and that, even of those Who do call = 
themselves. Christians, too many are such 
only in name, and that men in general are : 
far, very far distant from the purity. which 
the gospel enjoins. The complete reign of IJ 
God: implies, that the whole globe Should 
be Christians, and such Christians as our - 
I Master commands. This is a state of | 
things which possibly may never entirely 


arrive; but we ought to pray, and may 
hope that we are continually making nearer 
approaches to it. Such prayers, I am sure, 


are our duty, and I think there are growes 


for such hopes. 


E Thy will be 4 on „ in 


heaven, is the third petition. ""_—_ 


17 to his commands: such complacency and 


. 
* * 1 
\ . be 
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„ 0 with the poo hae" 
the most entire satisfaction, by those pious 
and loyal spirits who surround his throne, 


ps ald they are ce inly. ever prompt and 
eager to shew the most perfect obedience” 


4 satisfaction in all events, and such oy” 
dience to all the divine commands, de we 
in this petition desire may be exhibited b q 
mankind. May we as fully acquiesce in 
all thou doest, and as exactly obey * 
F thou enjoinest, as the blessed angels! * 
The fourth petition is Give us this 
day our daily bread.” This is well pa- 
raphrased in the catechism itself“ 1 
4* pray unto God that he will send us all 
* things that be needful both for our souls 
* and bodies.” Two explanations are given 
of this petition ; it probably comprises both; 
either the bread of the time to come, that 
is, the happiness of futurity, or our main- 


tenance in this * life. T 2 first re. 
ES 8 spects 


| latingits Aab things, and be careful = 
eee bis 
chin Aeganey, s 1 
but for bread; and though under the term 
bread 18, doubtless, cemprehended all ne - 
cessaries, yet they are clearly necessaries 
alone, not  Superfluities. Nor do we as 
even for necessaries, to make us 80 fur be- 
forehand that we should be independent of 
God; buf, we say, = Give us this day our 
„ ay bread;* * grant us what may aun 
« fice for our present support: for the rest 
de trust cheerfully to thy providencez 
«we cast all our care upon thee, in ful 
knowledge and confidence: that lagoon 
crete 0750 5 ; 
Forgive us our trespasses, my 
give them that trespass against us, is 
the fifth petition. The first step towards 
— fargiyeiices' of our — is to 
: B L Ae | 


| FD | 1 . . | | 
„% owe 
1 | £8 Rr be sensible of them and to b 1 


IV a. 3 {- 
Www «If: we say that we eg no 5 we 069" . 


1 ceive ourselves, md 
91 us; but if we confess mA Sins, — N 
* faithful and just to ſorgive us our sins, 
* and _ | cleanse' us from all unrighteous. : 
ness.“ Now this petition implies con- 
fession, inaswincl” as by the very asking 
of forgiveness of sins, we on that we 
have been sinners; we, however, annex a 
condi ition, on which we apply for this for- 
giveness, which is, that we oursélves par- 
don those who have in any way offended 
against us. Let us then be very careful; 
when we approach the throne of mercy, 
to bear no malice nor hatred in our hearts; 
to wish no ill to any of our fellow · creatures, 
however they may have provoked us, but 
to be ready on any opportunity to do them D 
all service. If you forgive to men their 
tres passes (aus our Saviour) your hea 
«' venly father will also forgive you.” The 
reverse is likewise true. „Lead 


Os the Catechis "I 


5 | 


: Lead us not into temptation, but de SERA. 


«liver us from evil,” is the last petition; — 


for 1 think, though it consists of two 


clauses, it may be considered as one peti · 


tion. 1 have seen these words changed | 
| others, which are in my opinion more: gr 
able to the sense of the | 


Abandon us not to temptation, but pre- | 


« gerve us from evil.“ The phrase, jead 
us not into temptation,” seems to imply, 
that we believe God to be the author of it, 


which he certainly never is of the sort of 
' temptation here intended: whereas aban- - 


don us not, nor permit us to go into temp: 
0 tation, steers clear of this seeming impre- 


priety. The word, which is translated de- 5 
Serve, by which: may be understood, nat 
merely free us from the evils into which 


ve have fallen, but prevent us from fall- 


ing into any evils at all.“ Temptation is 
of two kinds: one is sent to give the ir- 


8 E 3 „ | 


| On the Cutethigh. 


. et e tuous an opportunity of — their 
= good qualities: such was that of Abraham, | | 
when he was commane d to offer up his 
son; zuch were those into which the early 
3 — when: aprons . 
aw now FG wken-they meet with 
Z vexations" and affliotions, and pass victo- 
riously through them. The other sort of 
nptations are those occasions of sin, 
hich but too often occur, that are b7 
2 their own violence, and the weakness of 
wos to hose lot they fall, inaurmount- 
able. It is obvious that they are these 

latter against which we pray, as these only 
are prejudicial to us, the former tending | 
to the glory of God and the good of our 
on souls. * Preserve us from evil: 
that greatest of all evils, Sin, and the con- 
sequences of sin, the anger of God, are 
here principally intended: but yet, in an in · 
oe: 9 it is n allowable to 
have 


[ 


10 \Nevertheless, not. * wil Ads 
% done. 


1 | cls thine. 4 is the 1 the 
ar glory lor ever and es. 


« immoveable authority, rag which. at Hh 


times thou directest and governes all 
„things, wherefore - e profess to rely on 
* thee alone, and have a full confidence in 
* thee in all our wants; thine i is the glory ; ; 
all honour and reverence, . all love and 
* thanlikkpans are due unto thee, as in 
the beginning. so at this present time, 
* and will be to all eternity,” 
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d's Prayer veparately,ul - 
shall conclude with taking a more con- 
nected view of had hn $I "ou with 
0 thou, the great creator and drew 
of md and all the rest of the universe, who 
| art enthroned in majesty above all height, 
and dwellest in light which no eye can 8 
approach; mayest thou be honoured by all 
thy innumerable creatures, as thy unspeak- 
able greatness requires! may their minds 
be impressed with just sentiments of th 
| wisdom, goodness, and HH | 
Thy kingdom come.” Oh! hasten 
the period, when the religion which thou 


bast graciously revealed to us by- thine 
only begotten son, may be professed all 
over the world in its original purity, and 
may obtain such an influence over the 
hearts and lives of all its votaries, that 

thy will may be submitted to, and per- 
1 hh formed 


PR on earth as 1 is in 3 Lothat N 8 
we, e. — 55 hun anity 


15 Give i ee Ag —_— - bread.” 
During our passage through this transitory 
state, do thou, who gave us life, give us 
the me supporting it; we pray not 
tou! superfluities to consume on our on 
justs, nor do we too anxiously look forward 
into futurity; we will be satisfied with a 
moderate present prov ision, nor have we 
the foolish desire to be independent of 
ce Forgive us- our trespasses, as we for- 5 


give them that trespass against us.“ Re- 8 


member that we are but dust, and, on our 

sorrow and amendment, pardon us all in 

which we have offended; be not extreme to — 
mark what we have done amiss. And as 5 
thou hast justly made it a condition of ob- 

taining mercy from thee, that we Shew 

| mercy 


"Sy 7 4 
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ein us all ten 


* 


ll Fe that eee een * 
= without eeeptlen: :?: 
Lead us not into — Fa 
liver us from evil” Permit us not tèd 
fall a sacrifice to the snares of the world, 
the allurements of the flesh, or the artl. 
fiees of the devil; let us not be tempteil 
above what we are able to bear; in every 
age, in every station, in every change of 
circumstances, surround us with the shield 
of thy all- powerful protection! In pros · 
perity, and in distress, in health, and in 
sickness, let thy holy spirit guard us from 
i the approach of spiritual evil; and when 
* we arrive at the closing scene of our 
| earthly pilgrimage, still be thou near to 
aid and support us; suffer us not at our 
last hour, for any pains of death, to fall 


2 
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from thee ; nor let thy care of us conclude SERM, 4 
with this mink life, but in the day of * 1 
judgment also, of thy great mercy, good - ; 
Lord, deliver us! Save us from the bitter ; | 3 
pains of eternal death, 'and receive us into 3 
the happy mansjons of saints and angels. 

These petitions we humbly offer to the 

throne of thy grace, in full confidence both 

of thy mercy and omnipotence ; z thou who 

spake and it was done, commanded and it 

was made fast, all that we can ask or want, 

thou canst abundantly confer on us; for : 

boundless and uncontrolable j is thy power 

and dominion, and to thy glory a * 4 f. 

gom there is no end! 
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By this chal all men low. that yer are "I 


disciples. 
Tus now arrived at my kg dis: 


course on the catechism; it will be taken 
up with explaining the two sacraments; 


S ERM. 


those peculiar rites of the Christian reli - 


gion, ordained by Christ himself, as the dis- 
tinguishing marks by which his disciples 


were to be known. In doing this, I shall 


observe the method of the catechism it- 
self, and, first, explain the nature and 
meaning of a sacrament in general; '2dly, 


I shall consider the sacrament of baptism; 


and dix. that of the Lord's supper. 
| « How 


— — 


| Ox the e Catecbion, 5. 


« dained in his church? „ 100 the e! to 
this first e, we are told that th 


aments only, as generally ne · 
salvation.“ The number is 


mentioned. because in the church of Rome 
_ they observe even others, for which we · 
Protestants affirm there is no foundation 
ö in the scriptures. The word * generally 
is inserted from a charitable motive; it 
means that though, for the most part, the 


observance of these sacraments can alone 
insure to us salvation, yet in cases, where 
from ignorance or want of opportunity, 
they have been neglected, that God "ON. 
ne and pardon the omission. 

We are next told that the meaning of 
oy word sacrament is, an outward and 
visible sign of an inward- and! spiritual 
grace, given unto us, ordained by Christ 
©, himself, as a means whereby we receive 
OS same. and a pledge to assure ug 

Z there 


— 


op of men partandinn in inward. part, 


something which is visible to us, and so me- 
thing which is invisible; the former is 
some action in which we partake, which 


is a sign, token, or representation of the 


latter; this latter is some grace or A 


vour W and the out ward action 
in which we partake, is a- means of ac- 
to assure us nen all acquire it. Now 
consider this explanation of a zaerament 


in general, with respect to the sacraments 
of baptism and the Lord's supper. In bap- 
tism, water is the outward sign; the puri : 


fication of our hearts, the inward grace: 
do you perceive the rezemblance as your 


bodies are made clean by water, so bap- 


tism, by which you are made Christians, 


cleanses and purifies your minds. It was 


also ordained by Christ himself; you re- 
member his command to his apostles, just 
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85 R *. before his ascension into * . ye ; 
nt into the world, and preach the gospel to 
a «every creature, baptising them in the 
{ name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. In all covenants, 
vou know, there are conditions made by 
each party; the gospel is a gracious : cove- 
nannt between God and man: on our part, 
the conditions are faith and obedience: on 
God's part, forgiveness of sins, and eter- x 
nal life. Now by the sacrament of bap- 
and it is a seal or pledge of God's, that if 
ve observe the conditions promised by our - 
selves, or our sureties, he will. 2 an 1 
bestow them on us. 
Let us now try the ks explanation * 
a Sacrament, with respect to the Lord's 
Supper. Here the outward visible sign 
is bread and wine; the inward spiritual 
grace, the strengthening and refreshiug ah 
our souls. As — and wine nouz 


1 
1 
i 
. 
I 
i 
4 
1 . 
i 
11 | 
_ 
19 
j ; 
14 
| 5 0 
4 
fl 
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and support the bod „ 80 the celebration of IJ 


the sufferings and death of Christ does, or 
_— to, ns in us * sense of gra- 


animate us % a closer ld to 


him; to create in us a stronger abhor - 


rence of sin, and affection for virtue ; 


and ve this means. to e and 87 0 


Christ himself: N was done 1 5 


before his death, in the presence of all the 


apostles; he himself partook of it with 
them, and left it as his dying request and 
command, that they should continue to 


observe this rite in remembrance of | EY 
It is likewise a means whereby we appro- 


priate to ourselves the benefits of our Re- 
deemer's death; he has thought fit to ap- 


point such means, and, I confess, I do not 


see how. any Christian can reasonably ex · 


pect, whilst he neglects them, to attain the 
glorious end. As to its being a pledge to 


8 the Catechinn, 
= SERM. assure u of God's mercy, congider what.it 
= A represents; the body of Chri & which wa 
broken, and the blood of Christ, which was 
poured out to make atonement for our ini · 
: quities; 0 procure for us the pardon 4 
our sins. What may we not expect when 
we are calling to mind such an amazing 
instance of gobd will to men, as this 5 may 
we not be certain, that he Who withheld 
not from us his only son, will, with him 
destow on us all manner of good gifts? 
Thus, vo see, baptism and the Lord 8 
supper exactly answer to the description of 41 
a sacrament; they both contain outward 
and visible sigus; water in the one: bread 
and wine in the other: these signs also re. 
present inward spiritual graces; water re: 
presents purification from sin; and bread 
and wine, an increase and stability in vir; 
tue: they were likewise ordained by Christ, 
and are means of obtaining, and pledges that 
we shall obtain, certain graces and benefits, 
i 9 We 
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We vill now consider What farther 


of them. 


Of those who are baptized, we . 
told, there is required, Repentance, 


„whereby they forsake sin; and faith, 
„ whereby they stedfastly believe the pro- 


mises of God made to them in that aa | 
ec crament.” The primitive church was 


extremely strict in this particular. Before 
Christianity was established, when persons 


grown to manhood offered themselves to 


baptism, no one was admitted till he could 
give proof of his scrrow for his past evil 


life, and till he could offer reasons for his 
faith in Christ; and it was afterwards ex · 


pected, that he should shew his sincerity 
by his future virtuous and pious behaviour. 


But if this were the custom, and if faith 
and repentance are really necessary, it is a | 
very natural question which follows, WU 


then are infants baptized, when by rea- 


Fo © « gon. 
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zer is SDRAM. | 
paid in the catechism, With . WY 
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8E N. son of tir tender” "age: they e can give 
=* —_ of neither? The answer is satis⸗ 
tisfactory; their god - fathers and god-mo- 
thers promise both for them, and when 
they come to years of discretion, they 
themselves are bound to perform them; 
and for this plain reason, because the en- 
pagements, which have been made i in their 
names, are so greatly for their good. And 
we accordingly find, that the custom uni- 
versally prevails of taking on 0 ourselves, 
at our confirmation, | those vows, which were 
made by our sureties at our baptisem. 

- It now remains that I consider the Lord's 
Supper. There is a difficulty in the cate · 
chism, with respect to this, which should 
not be passed over: we are told that the 

body and blood of Christ are © verily and 
* indeed taken, and received by the faith- 

« ful.“ This expression sounds like the 
doctrine of the Papists; that the words 
which are said over the bread and wine by 
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the Ws convert them into the real body SEM. 
and blood of Christ! but this certainly is wu 


not the sentiment of our church; by being 


verily and indeed taken, we may, and ought 


to understand only, that the benefits of 


our Redeemer's death are truly. received by 


the faithful believer and worthy commu- 


nicant alone. Of these benefits J have al- 


ready spoken, and indeed they are so plainly 


expressed in the catechism, that it is unne- 
cessary to dwell on them; the strengthen- 


ing and refreshing of our souls by the body 
and blood of Christ, as our bodies are by 
* the bread and wine. The subject is closed 
with a description of the requisites for the 
worthy partaking of this sacrament, Which 


are said to be, Examination of ourselves, 


whether we truly repent of our former 


% ins; stedfast purpose to lead a new 
« life; a lively faith in God's mercy through 
60 Christ; a thankful remembrance of his 
death; and a charitable, benevolent dis- 
Fs position towards all men.“ cg 
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sERM | Now these are bu the by: duties 


V. 


. Christian; and though perhaps no 


man performs them in the perfect manner 
in which he ought, yet, without aiming at 


che performance of them, he is equally 
| unfit for any other religious duty, as he 
is for receiving the sacrament ; and if he 
resolves not to try to make himself more 
fit, he might as well cast off all religion 
whatever. The subject is of the utmost 


importance; I must be excused if, in dwell. 
ing on it a little, I repeat frequently the 


same arguments.“ - Unhappy errors pre- 


vail to too great à degree with respect to 
this ceremony, to the very great prejudice 


Arguments and persuas ions to frequent commu- 
nion were enforced by the author from the pulpit, in 
many sermons: these, in his life-time, he took occa- 


sion to throw together in a small pamphlet, which he 


published under the title of A Familiar Treatise on 


the Sacrament.” — And it is for this reason that the *re- 


peated arguments,' to which allusjon is made above, 
are not re-printed in this work, as the writer himself 


had given them to the world in another form. 


On the Cain. 


and wickedness, when Jesus Christ came 


down from heaven te testh ünd to babe 


them. His whole life was passed in the 
former of these employments, and he will- 


ingly encountered a most painful and 18. 


nominious death to compass the latter. It 


was just before he died, that he appointed 


to be observed, in perpetual remembrance 


of him, this participation of bread and 


wine: * This bread (says he) represents my 
: body ; this wine Tepresents my blood ; 

* when you eat and drink them, think of 
what I have undergone for you, and of the 
great advantages which you have gained by 
it: „Do this in remembrance of me.” 


Now there is nothing mysterious in this ; | 


nothing more than what all may under- 


stand: you are required to do a plain _- 


to shew your gratitude for the greatest in- 
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n i many SERM | 
"rk were in 9 
a fallen wits; — with ignorance 


F 4 | stance 


| Onthe mn 


enn. stance of ber v. lence that erer was z * 
Fou, or do yon not, believe that Chris 

died for a e leſt 0 this command? + 
you do not, there's an end of the matter 
but if you do, how can you stand excu d 
| in your own eyes for refusing to; comply 
with his so earnest request? You, \ will n 
tell me it is tod much trouble ene 
pass one hour in celebrating the g a > | 
ness of that friend and Saviour, who spent 4 
all the hours of his life, and, lastly, sacri · 
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ficed his life itself, in your service! 4 0 
Besides, it is my duty to tell you what 
there is much reason to fear, that to those 
who will wilfully shut their eyes against 
what they ought to do in this particular, 
and absent themselves altogether from the 
Lord's table, all which he has done and 
suffered will have been in vain. 
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But you are afraid, perhaps, you will 827 
the threats of St. Paul, which are .again 
repeated i in the communion service, terrify 

and 
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your) is. . are be r 7 


amine Vourselves and repent; * 1 Ss 
hope in Christ, nor to be in charity with 


your brethren; — for unless this be the case, 


if you have but a desire to turn to God, 


and a wish to be in charity with your 
neighbour, with a firm purpose to endea- 


vour both, you may with the greatest 
safety draw near unto the Lord's table. 


The threats of St. Paul are principally di- 
rected against those to whom he writes, 


the Corinthians, on account of some irre- 


gularities, of which they had been guilty 
in celebrating this sacrament: as we cele- 
brate it in a different manner, the same 
irregularities are not now. practicable; ; 


therefore the apostle' s threats Scarce seem 
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' $ERM: applicable to the Chr 
— and even to the Corinthians; be pi R 


ment denounced is not 30 great as we in 
suppose it! The . / which les 
been too strongly 
ment; in the original, de sense ef 4H 
word evidently is not * damnation,” but 
* condemnation,” «4 For he who eateth 
„and drinketh unworthily,” -eateth* 1110 
* drinketh condemnation to himself; * 
and the word does not mean eternal. bir 
temporal, condemnation; does not mean 
punishment in the next, but correction i 
order to amendment in this world: the 
very next verse explains it, —* For this 
* cause many among you are weak, and 
* gickly, and some sleep. . Now this cer- | 


tainly can only relate to | punishment in 
this life. 


Not that I would be understood, 55 ; 
you should approach the altar with no pre- 
paration whatever, with no purposes at all 

fe „ 


2 


On the Catechism. 5 * 


of repentance and — indeed, I SERM. | 
think that is scarcely possible, but I would oY 
not have you think every little defect a 
sufficient reason to keep you away; I would 
persuade you to do what you can; and it 
may, be, nay it will be, if you persevere, 
that you will | acquire new grace and 
strength, you will grow in holiness and vir. 
tue; what you now look upon with terror, 
will become your delight; and finally, having | 
finished your earthly course, you shall, from 
partaking of the table of your Lord here on 
earth, be advanced to the enjoyment of his 
blessed society in the mansions of his 
Father. . 
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ON BAPTISM AND D CONFIRMATION, wy 
„ "Aero mix: 

' PART or THE ie AND ern VERSES. 
They were baptized in the name of the Lond 
Jesus; and when Paul bad laid bis bands 
upon them, the Holy Gbost came on them, 


I PROPOSE, in this abewari6;* to treat of 8 E RM. 
two of the ceremonies of our church —bap- —_ 
tism and confirmation: — they are closely 
connected together, the one being only a 
completion of the other. Something, per- 
haps, I may advance, which may be de- 


erving or the attention of you all; but T 
1 more 


VI. 


On Baptism and A 


ne cho are shortly to be brought . 


#hould surely die. 


ame as if God had said In the day 


fore the bishop. 


I shall begin by explaining to you, in the 


plainest words I can fix upon, how baptism | 


came to be necessary; what the nature of 


it is; and what are the advantages which 


we derive from it. | 
When our first parent, Adam, was cre- 


ated, he was (as you must remember) for- 


bidden to eat of the fruit of a certain tree 


which grew in the midst of the garden 
where he was placed; he was told, at the 


same time, that if he did eat of it, he : 
By death is meant, in : 


this place, extinction of being; it is the 


that thou transgressest my command, thou. 
Halt lose that life which I have just con- 
ferred on thee! * I mention this, because £ 
death, i in the scriptures, sometimes means, | 


least is understood to mean, eternal pu- 


nishment 


79 
vishment aſter; n Hawley SEAN: 
opinion, is not its meaning here. Well. 5 
notwithstanding God's goodness to him. — i 
Adam, tempted hy the devil; having a bad — _ | 
example set him by his wife, and being 9 
seduced by his own: passions, fell from his 
obedience ; he ate of the tree whereof it 

* * commanded him Thou shalt not 

Was the sentence, then, executed 

upon 1 immediately — immediately: | 

but it was pronounced and the respite, 

which was granted him, can only be con- 
sidered of the same nature as that 

which passes between the condemnation 

and execution of a criminal. Several pu- 

nishments, however, and pernicious effects 

of his crime, he instantly experienced; he 

was turned, with disgrace, out of that 

beautiful garden in which he had been 

placed; the ground was cursed for his 
cake, and he was condemned to procure — of 
| his food; from it with labour and sorrow: 
| | he 
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ä to all the ill health all ede den 
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mon to mortality :- the first steps in vice 


being made, his Heart was in a degree cbr 
| rupted; and he became more liable to vice 
in future; and 1 think it probable (or 
auch is the usual consequence“ of guilt) 

that the powers of his understanding were 

conelderabty impaired. At length, che time 
arrived when he was to suffer bis entire 
punishment ; he died — he laid down that 
existence, which, had he preserved his innb- 
cenite, would have been immortal; — he 
oeased to be; and, according to strict jus- 
tice, he never would have revived there 


would have been an entire end of him 


Now all mankind, deing sprung from this 
4 Adam, share in the 3 
of his disobedience; they: become liable 


to all the bad effects of his crime — 


among the rest, to death! Every one f | 


us, like unto. our first parent after we 
11 6 . 5 | have 


the ll” consequences | 


state should we dont 

I will now men een at 
God has provided for this, which will bring 
me to the immediate aer i mm n 
promised to trea 

As in Adam all 1 0 even so in Cuuiat | 
« shall all be made alive.” As by the trans- 
gression of Adam we lost happiness and 
immortality, dy the perfect obedience of 
Christ, even to the death upon the cross, 
we regain them; or, what ought to be the 
same thing, we are put in à condition of 
regaining them, and c nnot fail of them 
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if it be not our on fault. As ee 
with Adam, we all sink into the grave 

as connected with Christ, we shall all, at 
a certain time, be raised again. To obtain 


this high privilege; it is necessary that we 
Vol. 1 8 1 
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belt for our Amissien int that! $ 

Which be came to establish. The 

ing of baptiam js *washing,” which may 
either be done, you know;.: by dipping the 
bed into water, or by sprinkling water 
upon it —it is immaterial which. This is 
2, proper and. significant representation of 


what it is meant for, — namely, of that 
cleansing from the: guilt of our first pa- 
rent which is brought about in us, by 
taking Christ for our master. As water ve: 
moves all foulgess from the body, 0 be. 
coming the Servants of Christ removes all 
the foulness of sin (which: had 1 
of the favour of God) from the soul. 

WMe become by baptism, as the 


expresses it, members of Christ, children 


3 + 5 
Y 6 T. Id * þ 
++ > 


the members 6f the body-« are to th. —4 . 
Children of God,“ * e. we are again re | 
stored to God's favour, he looks on us again 


been much impaired bythe fall of Adam, is 
restore. Inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven ert is; A Pee 
had been lost by „„ both * 
for himself and his posterity; had it not 
been for Christ, when we had died there 
would have been an entire end of us ; thrbugh 
his means, if it be not our own fault; we 
shall not only rise again and be immortal, 
but our immortality shall be accompanied 
likewise by infinite happiness. You will ob- 
serve that [ put in the clause, if it be not 
our own fault; for there are certain con- 


ditions on our part to be performed after 
GT: , op 


as his 8ons; our likeness to him, which had 


N *.. ee V 


/ titled to tho privieges e ofit; hay; Foy | 
"Hans: that we-shall be in a fir worse; state 
than if Christ had never come. Christ has 
procured immortality for all mankind. 0 
is, eternal existence; but whether this eter· 
| Ka existence shall be happy or miserable, 
depends on themselves; by their own mis. 
conduct they may turn what was meant as 
the en, of bleczings: into the ae of 
curses. PEI 15 33 38 By 
After the i Ive oarites: the pri- 
vileges to which baptisgggives us a claim, 
| it proceeds, to set forth the conditions on 
which we may secure them; and those con 


ditions our god- fathers and god-mothers pro- 
mise in our name that we shall observe. 
They are three; first, that we should re- 
nounce what God forbids; secondly, that 
we should believe what he teaches; thirdly, 
that we Shofild do what he commands. Our 
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god- ters and god-mothers promos; first, 8 * ERA M. ; 
that we should renounce the devil and all ww 
his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the Sinful lusts of the 
flesh. We have reason from scripture to 
believe that there is an evil spirit called te 
devil, who being at enmity with God — 8 
all he can to counteract his gracious de- | 
Signs, and who is permitted to a certain de- | 5 
1 to tempt to wickedness the sons of 1 
With this evil spirit, our sureties 3 4 
engage that we shall have no concerns; 
that we shall avoid or resist him. They 
engage, also, that we shall renounce the „ 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world; 75 
that is, that we shall not be seduced by 
the attractive appearance of outward ob- 
jects to seek to obtain any unlawful power, 
dishonest profit, or any forbidden pleasure. 
They engage, also, that we shall renounce 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh: the apostle 
St. Paul will tell you what this means 
G83 5 Now 


5m) M. Now the works of the flesh are 


On Baptiom 2 — 


in | adulteries, fornication, uncleanness,” has 


every ein of every kind. and having done 
this, a way is opened for the performance 
of the other two promises made in our name: 


is contained every thing which God teaches, | 
; the chief heads, however, are thrown to- 


| there i is no room for hesitation. 


«. tred, varience, wrath, strife, editions, 


envyings, and such like: we promise 


to renounce then whatever Gad forbids, | 


for to abhor and fly fror : what is. wrong, 
are the first steps towards doing chaten 
right. It was engaged for us then, s ly, 


that we should believe all the articles ef 
the Christian faith. These are to be found 


at large in the seriptures; in the seripturet 


gether in what is called the Apoatle's Creed. i 
The authority on which our belief is claimed, 
is so great, and the proofs, on which the 


objects of it are founded, are 80 strong 


that, to those who examine into the matter, 
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become bound, Ie ses when we chene to 
years of discretion, to engage for our- 


Tr selves. 
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necessity , of beptiem., and ordered hie 1 
2 ,ostles to 30 into the world, baptizing 
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5 bishop lay his hands on our heads, and 

. pray over us that we may receive God's 

- assistance in our endeavours to p tl 
in other wor 
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„„ | J 


i 
1. 


. L | 5 KN ; 8 * 1 5 * 
rious things - 
+ 
® 1 
. 


40 


C 5 un 
F 1 a t o A 1 * ** 


** 7 4 "+ * 3 —" p vw ATR * 1 N * 2 4 . 2 7 : 1 
— 4 3 - : 1 1 * N - E - " F [4 
3 ( bi ©. 2 K - in 8 : * * * 4 5 — * . e 
sons, over whom the apostles . 
af 2 3 3 9 * * 'Y 4 9 s 4 £ N 7 
were enabled to 


—— —— — ũꝙ—D:—éꝑ — = = Hoo 
— *. Lang 9 — — — 


— ypc 
P ͤ . 1 OE T4 
7 — 
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was still more valuable, such à portion of 


to 


1 


— 


* 
8. 
- 


suppose that th 


ignorance Was 


heavenly grace, that th 


— & 
* 


a 
i 


# 


. 


N 
1 


ei 


T3 ; 


0 


dom of God 


- were put in a way, if they 


the 
churches, have, I believe; 


* * 
8 


„in all ages, con- | 


heads .of the different ; 
of 
; last-m 


* 


* 


4 
1 


tles, that 


ON « 
L 2 * 
this prac 
# % 


d; that. 


entioned * 


the 


of 


- _ 
w „ 


| On Beptim ue u. 
of i the Holy _ may descend upon JOY 


itaelf without: them—yhich was: th 7 ow: 


the common os thigh: inferioe' 8 00 .- 

ward show, are, as I observed before, au- 

perior in real value. These gifts, we have 
reason to hope, will be conferred upon us 
at our confirmation, provided that we take 
upon ourselves the promises made at our 
baptism, with that firm resolution of keep- 


ing them, which we ought to do, In order, 
then, to prepare yourselves properly for 
confirmation, you ought to endeavour to | 
make. yourselves masters of the meaning 
of those promises which you then take 
upon yourselves, and of those privileges c 
which you then attain; and you ought, . 


| likewise, to offer up your constant and B 
ardent prayers to the Almighty— that he > 
would so improve your understanding that | 

you 
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1 will pray. with the | understanding alto. 


W us EN we assemble together to offer” up SERM, 
our prayers and thanksgivings to the Al. 1 
mighty, we should be careful that it be not 

with our lips only, but with our hearts also, 
that we approach him; and, to this end, it 
is requisite that we comprehend thorou ghly 
the words which we make use of; we may 
pray with our mouth, without perceivin g 
the meaning of what we are saying; but 


if we would pray with our heart. we must 
CCC 
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—— composers of the Form of F Prayer, which 5 


. 


we use in our churches, have, under this | 
conviction, nd with this view, adapted our 
Liturgy to all « capa ities; and in general it 
is plain and intelligible; but as there are 
| particular parts of N. which may seem to 
some rather obscure, and as there are 
others, which perhaps are not sufficiently 
attended to, I shall in this, and some sub · 


7 
F.+ A 


 8equent discourses, enter at large into an 
explanation of it; andi in doing this, I shall 
endeavour to free it from some objections 
which have been made to F *. 
It is usual for every person, at his. en- 
trance into the house of the Lord. to offer 
up to him some short preparatory address 
in private; this is both decent and pru- 
dent; the subject of it should be always 
to beg, that we may perform our following 
devotions with attention, and that the 
may be accepted by our N Father; 
the 


« my — e Asked ef my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, f 
« my strength and my redeemer!” : "©7254 Oh 
But if it it be ne gary that all parts of 
our devotion Should be performed with re · 
verance and attention, it is more particu- | 
larly. necessary that this should be 80, 2 
surely it would, be the height of absurdity 
to be then negligent and inattentive, whey 
we are offering up our petitions against it; 
if we make this preparatory address only 
an empty form, which it is to be feared too 
many do, what is it but a soleinn mockery 
of the Almighty! 77 
Ihe service opens with ——_ 2 
sentences, from acripture, one or more of 
which the minister is directed to read: the 
purport of some of them is, to recom-. 
mend confess ion A, sins and repentance, 
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ently set before us at the beginning of our 
devotions, since, if we believe every sin to 
to confess or to beg forgiveness ; all h 


would be precluded, and, consequently, all 
endeavour to obtain God's. favour would | 
discouraged. After the recital of one, or f 
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of © Dearly beloved brethren,” which de- WY 
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ought to have, for the spiritual welfare of 555 
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which they, in their turn, ought to pay to | 

what proceeds from him. The scripture 

| « moveth us in sundry placks, to acknow- 85 

edge and confess our manifold sins and 

| oc * wickedness, and that. we should not dis- 

| « gemble nor cloke them before the face 

| 9:08 Almighty God, out heavenly father, 

but confess them with an humble, 2 6 

7 * penitent, and obedient heart.“ The 

nouns” of this- is evident; we are cer- 

tainly commanded, i in various places of the 

holy writings, to own our misdoings; not 

to think that we shall be able to conceal | 

them from the Almighty God, and this 

we ought to do with an humble, mortified, 

and repentant sense of them, «to the end 

* (as the exhortation sets forth) that we 
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4 to forgive us our sins, and 10 cleanse us | | 
from all e But although 
— at all times to make this acknow- | 
ledgement, we ought to do it, most chiefly, ; 
when we are met together to give thanks a 
for the favours we have received ; to cele , 
brate the praises of our maker; to hear his 1 
holy word read to us; and to ask what- - 


ever is necessary both for our bodies and 


souls: this being the case, the congregation 7 
are besought to accompany the minister Y 
with humble voices and sincere hearts, in I a 
the following general confession : — Ab 10 
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N « have done; and ve have done what we 

" Wi © ought not to have done.” Numberless 
acts of piety and benevolence, which it was 


our duty to have performed, we have neg - 
W lected; numberless crimes, sins, and follies, 
| which we ought to have avoided, we have 
committed; -< and there is no health in 
us: we are spiritually sick and indispoged, 
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the word expressing their hearty concur 
rence with what has been said. and. their 
earnest desires that their petitions may be 
granted. Aſter this confession follows the 
| absolution, which i is said bythe, priest alone 
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taken from the Psalms. O God. make 
% speed to save us 1 0 Lord make haste 

„to help us; and are aptly introduced on 

this occasion; for it is at all times reason- 
able to pray to God to save us from sin, 
and to help us in performing our duty it 
is more particularly so, when we are about 

to perform so exalted an office as that of 
celebrating God's praises. All are now | 
ordered to stand up; Me ead, that when 
the Priests and Levites praised the Lord, 
all Israel stood: and we begin this good 
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After the. confesion follows the abgolutian, 
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Past, and their amendment in future; this 
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viour himself to his disciples; after which 
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our lips, that we may be enabled properly 
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shall continue to be for ever and ever, to | 
a duration to which there shall be no period. 


And now the unspeakably great subject of 
our spiritual songs being proposed; the 
minister invites the congregation to the 
immediate performance of this sublime 
duty: — Praise ye the Lord; to which 
they reply, with joyful concurrence: in the 
proposal, + The Lord's name be praized. 
In the morning service we. are as 
directed to begin with "the  ninety-fifth 
Pealm, which is a distinet invitation to the 
several duties of prayer, praise, humilla- 
tion, and thanksgiving; with a terrible in- 
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Deity, are — but vet there are SERM.. 

many on other subjects, where the praises \ = y * : 
of God make only an incidental part: 
there are some which are called penitential 
psalms, where the author confesses and a 
ments some wickedness of which 1 


| been guilty; others, which contain banks : 
-cations or wishes of evil to some enemy. 
either of the writer himself or of God; 5 
there are some which pray for deliverance 
| from : affliction, some for- pardon of sin; 
while there are others which may be called 
prophetic! pralms, foretelling future events, 
particularly the coming of Christ, and the 
establishment of his Kingtlom. Almost all - 
of these we may, with great propriety, 
and, in some manner or other, apply to 
ourselves. We have all reason to join in 
Gbd's Praises—we have all of us sins to 
confess and lament e have all of us 
enemies, either spiritual or bodily, from 
whom we desire deliverance—and we most 
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now- well known by whom they were coþ 
lected; probably by different persens; and 


they were: finally put inte one boch 1 
Eara, on the return from the Babylons 


wishes * 5 predictions of evil; as to the 
which were written by others: it in nat 


captivity ; — and the 
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observed by the Jews it was Ilkewise, in 8. 


the earliest times, atlopted by the Chris- 
tians, and has continued to this da me 
einging them has indeed been changed 
fdr reading, riot perhaps without dome 
oss of devotion; however, such is the 
custom at present. We must be careful, 
in reading these psalms, tö consider who 
it is that peaks, for the author does net 
| always speak in his own. person; some- 
times the words are put into the mouth 
of God or Obrist, sometimes they are 
given to wicked mei; but a moderate 
degres of attentiot will enable us; in ge- 
neral, to digtingaish this. The Psalms 
which we have in our Prayer- Book, are 
translated from the same original as those 
in the Bible; the words are somewhat 
different, but the sense you will find to be, 
in general, the same: the translation in 
che Prayer-Book was made itt older times 
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viseable to change it, 
in the Bible is in some 
Lobserved to vou that these 
divided into different portions. one 0 
which is d eted to be read every 
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80 that they will. all Omg. over eyery 
month; however, on some 
fasts and festivals, particular poalms, ap 
_ to the occasion, have been 
25 4 | shall aue this oubject by oberying 
that the book of Psalms is an inexhaustible 
treasure of every branch of piety, pr, yer, 
, humiliation, and thanksgiving — 
1 N a more constant use of i, 


than of other parts of the seripture, it 4 


very. properly enjoined i in our Fog of 
Prayer: 1 5 5 0 
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As we began with N e of ins, 
and then proceeded to setting forth God's 
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to read in their asser 5 


„When all Israel is come to appear be- 


2 this law before all Is | 


from the law uu prop 


hear his lock ety Jil * the Mise \F 
being directed to read select with HU 
the Old and New Testament. I vas 


always e exteemed a solemn part of diviks | 


0d's people, the Fehs, 
1 lies his word; ; they 


were positively commane GP: thy do it 


worship a 


ec fore the Lord thy God, in the place 
10 which he chall choose, thou'shalt Tread 
el in their hear- 
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It was a dust vin the . 46 read 
the Law for the first lesson, chat 4 the 


1 books of Moses, called the Pentateuch; 


and the Prophets for the second. We 
Christians, who have the New Testament 
in addition to the Old; take our Art lesson 
ets t der, that 
is, from the whole Jewish seriptures, and 
our second lesson from 5 the New Testa- 
BY ment 
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the New, the Gospels are read in the 
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ng tua or three chapters, the book d 
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is very difficult to be understood. ol fit SPAM. 


VIII. 
only for the ne: study of thow: who — 
are qualified for it. Gy > 


I muat pause here, earnestly to recom+ 
aus to you, to be seriously attentive 
W while the word of God is reading ; it al- 
WW ways speaks on the most important sub- 
bects: and, though it may not be always 
easy to understand every part of it, yet 
the difficulty will lessen by attention, and 
some good may always be drawn from 
particular parts, though now and then the 
portion appointed to be read may not, in 
general, be intelligible to the unlearned. 
W But let me hope that you will not content 
W yourselves with what is read to you of 
| God's word in public, but employ your- 
elves frequently in either reading, or 
© listening to others reading it in private. 
= It used to be a custom, in every family, 
W to pass much of the Sabbath in reading 
the Bible, and I trust the same custom re- : 
| 14 7": + 


120 1 bg Os Jn ul 
SBRM. | mains in many; yet; no employment ta an 
be more profitable; At will give consolation 
to the afflicted, and reproof to the iniqui. 
tous—it will give faith to the unbeliever, 
and increase the godliness of the sober 
minded: I entreat you, therefore, to make 
yourselves v well acquainted with this most 
valuable of al books; it will prove your 
su rest protection from the assaults of the 
devil, and best preservative from the Pract 
tice of habitual wickedness. Vo may, 
| occasionally, fall into temptations, and even 
yield to them-but, if you are constant in 
reading the Bible, it will be almost impos: 
sible for you not to ve off a pre 
sumptuously. _ LOL» nn 
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Its precepts will so open your nent ts de 
a sense of what is right—its promises of | 
everlasting glory will so / excite 'yout 
hopes its threatenings of everlasting 
misery will so alarm your fears thut 
you must be quite abandoned of God, and 
| given 
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given over to a | reprobate mink if it does SERM. 
q | vm 4 
not arouse you to piety an virtue. = e 


1 should now proceed to a Sei 
of the hymns which follow each of the 
lessons, but this I must defer to a future 


opportunity. 
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I will proy with the understanding aur. 


Tx my last discourse on this subject, I pro- 
ceeded in my explanation of our church 
service, as far as those hymns which are 
repeated after each of the lessons; and it 
was there that I engaged to resume it, 


These hymns or pealms are, with much 
| propriety, intermixed with hearing the 
word of God, each promoting the benefit 


which we receive from the other; thus, 


the hearing the word is apt to excite in us 


grati- 
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a ) forth in celebrating our Maker" s rate, | | 

i and this latter again will disp e us to : 

10 5 listen with 2 greater gte if attention | 

bl and delight to the word. There are two N 

[1 i hymns which follow each lesson, both in 

| morning and afternoon, and it is left to 

the minister [be choice which he will read; | 

but as the custom, in general, is to read f 

the same particular one. I 1 shall not dwell | : 

upon the others. Of the four hich are 1 

used, the three latter are taken from Scrip: = . 

ture; that which follows the first lesson ˖ 

— in the morning, is, not 50, but, it is recom; Wl 

mended to us, both, by the length of time | 

which it has been used in the Christian . 

church. and by its own intrinsic excellence 

It is called Te Deum, from the two -first g 

words of i in Latin, Which was the lan: 5 

ll guage it. was. originally written in. 1074 We i 

| | praise thee, O God, we acknowledge = : 

1 ches to be the .Lord;” — we _confess = - 
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the univeraR-.4- 1 10 ne 
6c. . thee, Ae. Fa A 8 8 E Bile 


that devotions have bi 
worship thee, the angels alsb the h 


lim and seraphim, (two different orders cr. 
celestial beings) celebrate without ceas 


rous, MU TOES been (nd age waren but | 
the com mon father of all, from ry ut er 
nity. But not only do the human" face 
and all the powers that are eres cheru- 


IQ 


8 
thy praises, evermore cryin) g. Holy, holy, 
« holy, Lord God of sabaoth, heaven and 
« earth are full of the majest ef thy 
« glory.” This exclamation is copied from 


the sixth chapter and the third verse of 
lsaiah. where the prophet” represents "the 
seraphims, whom he saw in a vision, stand- 
ing before the throne of the Lord; conelhu- 
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ally crying to each other, Holy, holy, 
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brating «thee; the Father of an 
jesty; and. with der thee, Jesus Christ, thine 
only Son; and the _ 


honourable, true, 
other, the ae in the ever blessed 


instructor, and 8 We then Th- 
turn again to am our r 
« Thon art the king of glory, O hrt, 
* ther : — tom wast the son of the A. 
mighty from all eternity.” * When thou 
* tookest upon thee to deliver man 
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Ve are convinced, that 
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earth, la ſpes ibe humam race from: | 
be punish ment due focit, onſthou· didat not 
{abbor, the Virgin s womb ; *i—thou.Aidat 4 
ng, digdain, to he harm ofthe Virgin: Mary, | 
Ten Ahqp halo pF the carp 
of, Heath, by.. willingly, thyself, ; Submitting 
| 99 It. thou, tqokest dym is. its. hieß aking 


to all; true helievers. Ihou art now exalted 
o.the;right hand of God; where thou sittest 
partaker of) the father's Slory, whenee; 
thou wilt descend 
at the last day, to be our judge- On which 
account, we pray thee, assist thy gervants 
in their passage through this sinful world, | 
those servants to whom thou hast shewn o 
much love, as to redeem them with thy 
most precious ood: take them into the 

number of those Saints, who, git -with, thee 
in,gverlepting glory. O Leda save thy 
people, and bless thine heritage; *—bless 
bose whom the father, hath given the 
 Aftr6s 8 e whom 
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whom indeed: thyself purchased with wy 
life. Govern them and lift them up for 
ever, and evermore 3 them. 
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" Day by day we magnify thi —we pay 


all honour to thy perfections, 405. let us 
take care that we may with truth affirm 
this. And we perpetually pay our devo- 
tions to thy holy name; vouchsafe there- 
fore, condescend this day, to watch over us 
and keep us free from sin. *O Lord, have 


| © mercy upon us, have mercy upon us; Oo 


* Lord, let thy mercy lighten, or fall, upon 


4 us, as our whole trust and confidence is 
in thee. O Lord, in thee have 1 trusted, 
let me never be confounded, and Win, 
by my spiritual enemies? 

The second lesson being ended, we recits 


the hundredth Psalm, which seems to come ; 


with peculiar propriety, after listening to a 
portion from the gospels. It particularly re- 
lates to the gos pel times, as appears from its 
—_— all lands, or nations, to rejoice in 

Vor. he. " the 
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SERM. the Lord, and to come before his a 
Voith songs, as it declares that we are all 


et his people, and the sheep- of his pas- | 
No. follows. the Apostles' Creed, 


— by the name of the Apostles, not 
from any well: grounded pretens ions which 


it has to have been drawn up by them, but 
from its containing a brief enumeration of 


the important doctrines which they deli. 


vered. It is called Creed, from the first 
word of it in Latin, Credo, signifying 1 


believ 1 


A I explained. each REIT el of | 
it in my discourses on. the Catechism, 1 4 
shall not at present dwell upon it, but 


merely observe, that the reason of our 


being ordered to repeat it is, that we may 


fix the more deeply in our minds the 
truths. which are necessary to be believed, 
in order to our eternal happiness, and that 


ve may bear open testimony of our agree 
ing 3 in the 9 of the faith. 
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After this solemn profession, the minister SERM, 
and the people. betake themselves to prayer, > 
: —first, mutually interceding with God for 
each other, that they may be enabled to 
offer him an acceptable sacrifce; such is 
the meaning of The Lord be with vou, 
and the reply of the congregation, * And 
« with thy spirit.“ | 
Having thus mutually an each 
other for the following service, which 
consists wholly of petitions, they begin 
them with short sentences“ Lord have 
85 merey upon us; Christ have mercy upon 
„aus;“ to which is subjoined the Lord's 
Prayer. If there are any, who take of · 
fence at this prayer being repeated so often, 
let them remember that it was Jesus 
Christ himself who was the author of it; 
and though we are cautioned against 


using vain repetitions in our prayers, yet, 
all repetitions cannot be vain, since our 
Saviour is described, in the twenty · sixth 


K 2 chapter : 
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chapter of St. Matthew, begging God 
to remove the cup from him three times, 


and in the very same words. The mini- | 


ster now stands up, and he, together with 
the people, offers up in short terms the 
heads of what they afterwards, in the fol. 
lowing prayers, ask for more at length; 's 
this may be perceived by any one, who 


will compare them together; the short 
sentences are so plain as to require no ex- 


planation. The collects are then directed 
to follow; they are called collects, either 
from their having. collected in them much 
good matter, or from their being repeated 
when the people are collected, or assembled 


together: and the first of these collects is 
that for the day. There are collects ap- 


likewise collects to bring to our minds, 


pointed for the celebration of the prin- 
cipal parts of Christ's History ; for in- 
Stance, a collect for his birth, for his death, 


resurrection, and ascension; there are 


and 


— bo 
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and to pray that we may imitate, the holy SERM. | 
lives and deaths of his chief followers, 9 
But, besides these, there are collects like- | 
wise appointed for each Sunday and week 
in the year; and the intention I suppose 
1 was, that we might at different times pray 8 
for different Christian endowments, and TY 
obtain all which is needful for us. These 
are the whole of the variable collects, the 
others are fixed. Of the two, which im- 
mediately follow in the morning, the first 

is for peace, which is a comprehensive 
word in this place for all temporal bles- 
sings, and the second for grace, which is 
meant to comprise all spiritual blessings. | 
After these two collects, on Sundays, Wed- 
nesdays, and Fridays, the Litany is directed 
to follow; but, as this was originally 
meant for a distinct office, I shall take 
another opportunity of explaining it, and 
proceed now with the other parts of the 
service. Having put * the above · men- 
1 3 tioned i 


34. 


"Qin the Liturgy. 


2 tioned prayers for e we now be. | 


> gin our intercessions for others ; and rst. 
according to the apostle's injunctions, for | 
the king as supreme. In this prayer, 14 


Anow not that there is any difficulty; the 


word « replenish' means to fill ; and the 


5 word wealth means prosperity yt Grant 
him in health and wealth long to live,” — 
grant him to live long in health and pros 
perity. The prayer for the royal family 


is very properly subjoined, from the inte- 
rest which the people have in them; both 


as in their turns they may one or more of 


them be called to the throne, and as the | 
conduct of persons, in such a conspicuous 


Situation, is likely deeply to affect the 
national manners. Our temporal supe- 


riors being thus prayed for, we next put 
up our petitions for our spiritual guides, 
and for all congregations committed to 


their charge, for bishops and curates, that 
is, for bishops and all the inferior clergy, 


and 


— 
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We next pray, dur 
ment, for God's blessing on its consul- 


tations, which is peculiarly proper, the 


happiness of the nation entirely depending, 


under God, on the wisdom of its measures. 


And now having gone through our prayers 


for particular persons, we subjoin one for 
all mankind in general, and more especi- 
ally for the members of the Christian 


Church, that they may profess the same 
faith, that they may hve i in peace with 


each other, and may lead religious and 


virtuous lives. In the same prayer, like- 


wise, we intercede for the sick, and those 
who are any otherwise afflicted or distres- 


sed, and, at his desire, for any particular 
individual who may be in such a situation; 


and here let me observe, that it is both de- 
cent and necessary, that whoever receives 


benefit, after having | besought the prayers 


of the congregation; should, at his first 
| K 4 8 coming 


and all people under their euperintendance SE BAC 
ar g the sitting of parlia · * 


136 15 
| SERM. coming to church, on his recoverys Te: 
I auest the same congregation to join vith 


Cn ale. 


him 1 in giving. thanks ; 5: otherwise, he sub 
jects himself to our Saviour 8 reproach to 
the lepers, who, when he had healed ten Y 
of, them, and only one returned to thank 
him, said, Were there not ten cleansed, 
but where are the nine?” After this 
follows the general thanksgiving. in which 
we testify our gratitude to God, for all 


the instances of his loving kindness to us, 


and more especially for his having con- 


descended to redeem us, by giving his | 


only Son to die for us; and we humbly. 
entreat him, that we may not. only with 
our lips, by empty words, but in our 
lives, by our deeds also, shew : the sense 
which we entertain of his kindness. Last, 
comes a prayer taken from the Liturgy of 


Saint Chrysostom, one of the most cele- 


brated fathers of the Christian church; 
in it we ascribe to God the grace which 
1 has 
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has prompted us to meet together, to put SE R R M. | 
up our petitions tohim; we encourage our 


selves with Christ's promise, that when 
two or three are gathered together, he is 
among them; all our desires, however, we 


submit to him, : asking only that he w ill 
grant such as may be expedient for us, 8uch _ 


as may be for our real advantage, among 


which we may speak with confidence of 


two particulars, knowledge of his truth, 


and life | everlasting. Finally, We close | 


with St. Paul's farewell to the Corinthians ; 
praying that the favour of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the resi- 


dence of the Holy Ghost, may be ay - 


amongst us. 
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' FOURTH PART. 


1 Conmrnrans xiv. PART or v. 15. 


I will pray with the understanding also. 


1 SHOULD now, if 1 proceeded regularly i in SERM. 
this subject, take into consideration those 3 
parts of our evening service, which differ 
from the morning, and after that explain 
to you the Litany; but as the celebration 
of the Lord's supper is approaching, I 
rather choose to postpone these for the pre- 
sent, and beg your attention, while I dis- 
course on our communion service. It is 
. called the communion service, because, in 


a part 


On tbe Liturgy. 


| 14 


e eee — thgthicr EG 
_—_ crament of Christ's body and blood, the * 4 
meaning of the word * communion” being 


"2 partaking together.” The beginning 1 
| of it, which we use, when we do not cele- 
brate the Lord's supper, goes by the same 
name. It opens with the Lord's Prayer, 1 
which appears peculiarly proper, when we 
are entering on 80 solemn an office. After 
this follows an old and excellent collect, in 
which we pray to God, to whom the hearts 1 
of all men are open, and their desires, their 
imaginations, and their wishes, known—to 
cleanse, to purify, to make virtuous, the 
thoughts of ours, by the inspiration of his 
holy spirit, that is, by breathing into us 
such good dispositions, that we may, as per- | 
fectly as human nature will permit, love 
him, and worthily magnify his holy name; 
fitly, properly, both in our conversations 
and our lives, Shew the sense that we en- 


tertain of his goodness. The ten com- 
| mand- 


On. the 1 1 1 


mandments, which were delivered by God to SERM. 
Moses, for the use of the Jews, and which, 3 
from their great xcel ence, are OI on 
Christians also, are now recited by the 
nister; the people, between each of them. : 
on their knees, begging. mercy of God for 
those of them which they may have trans · gt 
gressed, and beseeching him to incline their 
hearts to obey them more pe 1 * E 
future gt oniuctuge 
After them follows a prayer for the 
king; it being his authority, which is one 
great support of these commandments, 
and they again contributing, by their in- 
fluence on the conduct of n to ern 
his authority. eie eee ee eee 
In this prayer we beseech of God so to 
rule the king's heart, that he, from being 
sensible that he is God's minister, or ser- 
vant, may make it his first study to pro- 
mote God's glory, which he cannot more 
effectua'”;- do, than by enforeing the ob · 
2 servance 


SER, Erranee of, the above, ten/commandments, | 
— and himself setting an example uin bis 
qm behaviour; we petition, . ikewise, 54 

we, and all other his subjects, duly. consi- 
dering, remembering.as we ought; that his. 
authority is derived from G98 that is, 
that. he. reigns. by God's permission, ms 
faithfully: serve, honour, and obey. him,.Jin 
| God, and for God, according to his blessed 
word and ordinance, that is, in obedienge to 
God's, commands in seripture, such 48 

Honour the king; let every soul be sub- 
ect te the higher powers, and other 
texts of this tenor. We now repeat again 
the collect for the day. and aſter it the mi- 
nister reads two portions of scripture, usu- 
ally from the New Testament, the first 
taken generally from the epistles, the lat. 
ter always from the gospels; the collect, 
for the most part, relates to these portions 
from scripture, and entreats of God ta 


; erant us sone Christian grace, which is 
bann ze „ TL incul- 


ou. Lu. „„ 
incolcated | in-4 em. ar; may be drawn feven SER 
them Though: there is no particular di · Fe. 
| rection for it at present, it is Said always-to OP 
have been the custom for the people to 
stand up at the reading: of the goapel, and N 
likewise to make the exclamatian at the 
beginning 5“ Glory be to thee, 0 Lord: 
this latter, indeed, was in some of the 
very early English Prayer Books, but was 
afterwards omitted, for what reason I know 
not; but the custom, with great propriety. 
has been kept up; for surely the giſt of 
the gospeL the gift of God's only son, to 
in struet and save to us, is what, above al! 
other instances of his goodness, calls on 
us to unite in glorifying him. If we ex- 
amine these portions of scripture, called 
Gospels (as being taken from the four Lives 
of our Saviour, which go by that name) 
we shall find that, beginning from the Ad- 
vent, or near approach of the coming of 
Jesus Christ, they give us, in the setting 


out 


3 | on e 1 wy 


SER M; out of them, the principal parts of bis higi 
WY tory, as far as his ascension,'or leaving of 


the earth, and being tal into heaven, and 
after" that, in the succeeding parts, they 
give us instructions on the pr _— Hobs 
of our own duty. oy” al rr 57 58 ot 


n up fourteen: hundred years 'ago; 


an assembly of all the most eminent | 
Christian clergy in the world, at the city of - 


Nice, and called from thence the Nieene 
Creed; on this I' shall not dwell, as the 
parts of it, which differ from the A postles 


Creed, are not many, and those, 1 ink, 
not important for you minutely to con 15 

_ Sider; a belief in those parts of it, which 
| are the same with the Apostles' Creed; : 


is all which is necessary, and that 1 have 


explained in my lectures on the cates. 
| chism.” With this creed tlie common i 
E church service usually concludes, and the i 
remainder of the office is read only when 
405 N the 


We! now repeat another creed, which was 


* » , 
* 7 
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| Ong Lito) 3 
the Lords N is celebrated. This SERM: | 
e ntences from 


m to libe : | etting 
forth their merit and value in the right of 
God; in the mean time a g 
alms, from such as are alle. to contr þ 
is made; and this is a time, surely, when, 
above all others, it behoves men to shew - 
their love to their distressed 
when they are about to.commem OT I 
dying Saviour's excessive love FY n 
selves. Some of these sentences you; will | 
find exhorting you to contribute to the mi. 
nister, it having formerly been a custom to 
make offerings to him at this time; but 
that custom being done with, we do not 
now read them. After this we pray for : 
the whole estate of Christ's church mili - 
tant here on earth, that is, for all Chris- 
tians, of whatever sect, Who are carrying 
Vol be. * 
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r neh eee u 45th he:meatiing 
ofs mihtant fighting. c m en wn 7 MH 
| ry comprehensive' prayer is 80 plein, 
\ no explanation. Now follows | 
an) exhortation from the minister to the | 
neee. which, as it has deen a 


5 thas it K in Auch“ Ta n 
terms; it having deterred, it is to be cared 


duty. The phrases of being guilty of the | 
body and blood ef Christ, and of * ating | 
and drinking your own damnation,” are | 
drawn from the xith chapter of St. Paul“ 
first epistle to the Corinthians, which I shall 
endeavour to explain to you. The apostle 

| had been told that the Corinthians, in cel | 
brating the Lord's supper, did not discem 
the Lord's body, that is, that they made nd 
difference between Wie festival, which had 
Qs bY | T1 been 


tn "_ 
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not meant Fong their hun 


| at it that might be done at home, at their : 
| own bouses: but it Was meant to keep up 
_ perpetual remembrance of the death of 


Christ, of his body which was broken, and 


his blood which was poured out for our sakes: 


of these the bread and wine are signs and 
tokens, and we are to eat and drink them 


vith reverence and gratitude, making 2 


difference between this and common meals, 
and reflecting. with sincere thankfulness on 
the amazing act of kindness which it re · 
presents. Now this the Corinthians did 
not; for they behaved just as they did at 

L 2 me. = 
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it is, that their irreverence draws on them 
God's displeasure, which he shews, not in 


N as well as others, is an Wen of 


shonld be guilty of this fault of the Co- 


meal of which we tit; we shall discern 


tion To — ati the 


damning them to all eternity (for this 


them with sickness and ene 8 
of them, who are incorrigible, with death.” 
Now, surely, there is no danger that w/ 


? 


2 


rinthians: Wwe well know; when we | 
the sacrament, that it is not a comn 


the Lord's body; we shall perceive that 


« * in remembramce of its having been 
. : bro 


5 | 1 e e * 5 | 
broken ber Acud o n blok _—_— 
been N that, we eat the bread PN 
Satie in +» our nature, ps. 100 bot fool Ls 
it on the occasion. I do not "know that's | 
man's inning,” after he has partaken of” Z 
the Lord's supper, puts hi m in a wee | 
state than if he had not partaken of it, f 
at least, Iam sure, it does not render his ; 
ein unpardonable. St. Peter, you: remem- 
ber, was present when Christ presided at 
it himself, and immediately after denied 
his master thrice, and yet we do not kind but 
that on repentance, he met with forgive- 
ness: in like manner, we, if we Tepeht, 
Shall be pardoned for any faults we way 
have committed, though we receive the sa- 
crament ever so often. If, indeed. we are 
conscious that we are sinners, and are not 
at all sorry for our sins, and if we are deter- 
: mined never to try to be better, 1 know not : 
then what to say: it does not then p pore rhaps - 
5 . 5 = 


* 


On - Lam. 


| . 4ignify what we. do bat a eee 
1 Yo what a state this is. for. a man t abe in 
J he. is, as it were, a candidate for etetr 1 
condernnation, he has. voluntarily realgned | 
Himself, even without an effort, to ever 
= TE lasting migery!. Think not that I am talk 
b 3 ing to you either what is fabulous or very 
CE Eh distant; 1 speak the words of t truth: and 8 ö 
herneds;. 1 speak of what is neat, even ut 
our doors! We may be called on imme: 
diately to answer for our neglect of. God's 
N commands, but we know that we Shall cer. 
tainly be called on before many years are | 
| over, and then our final condition 1s irrevo 
eably fixed. But let me $A with the | 
explanation of the service. 20% Ha 
Alter setting forth in IF a 1 thinks too 
Strong (because they are the occasions of 
mistakes) the danger of receiving the s · 
crament unworthily, the exhortation Boes 
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nation, or — 1 think; by recalluretiny TIT. 
. 1 0 in our minds the action 
erſe 3 
lief in ä purpose of amend- 
ment of life; by 2 friendly disposition. 
towards all men: and lastly, above all. * 
thankfulness to heaven for our edemp 
The minister then calls on the peeplo to 
draw near and perform this sacred act, and 
first, as prepat 5 to it, to make: COT 
sion of their Sins. Kn N55 
We must consider this epaſeaetbe!/ hay 
indeed every other part of the service) 
before we come to it, and endeavour to 
work up our minds to the teelmgs it 
expresses; some of the terms in it are 
strong, such as — © The burden of our 
* gins is intolerable to us — which per- 
haps few can say in its full extent; but 
this proceeds from want of reflection . 
too many of us, who have reason enough 
to be weighed down under the sense of 
„ 8 


bh 


if. we. had none but ourselves to ' Bj ppc rt | 
ther. -would be intolerable. | $58 3516 0 | 


the terms on which God has projna 


| them in all e e and, 


confirms this deslaration of pardon; 8 


This confession being 0 the mini- 
ster (himself one of the einners) 0 
up—and, beginning with a 


forgiveness (which are repentance ay 
kaith) he prays God to deliver the won 


bring them to everlasting lite. He 6 


his authority for it, in four detached sen- 
tences from scripture. spoken by our 
Lord, and his apostles St. Paul and -$t. 
John. He then calls on the people to 
lift up their-hearts, with gratitude and de- 
votion, to * — which they signify 

their 


*t fi. 
* 7 


4 eie . N E ol the 


a preface. on dnn er and ae = 


et _ aright 0106 do.” 


people, r repeats them (with' the ac 


the union of men, E 


of those then present = angels and arch- 


angels in the sublime en ap] 


thankfulness and devotion. . Being ap- 


proached now. very nearly to the per- 


formance of the most solemn part, the 


minister declares, in the name of the 
people, the grounds on which we approach 
God's holy altar: — that it is not trusting 


in our own. merits, but in his manifold 
and great mercies; and he beseeches God 


to grant that the blessed effects of being 7 
cleansed from sin, and of an union with 
chris 
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—— Now: follows the co 


body and blood of. Christ. 


| ptatithe Lord's prayer 8 having, we may 


Christ, may be we 


CAR”. of Fan . 
ments: or. in other 0 «.;the prieet;.ve/ 
lating. the history of Christ iuatit ation 
of 'the Lord's 2 supper, gets apart a pars : 
ticular quantity of; bread.” Sad; wine! as 
signs, tokens, or represen at 0 


receiving them himself. he ene the 
people, with a solemn prayer that they 
may answer the pur pose which God and 
Christ graciously intended that they may 
preserve the bodies and souls of fhose 
who receive them, unto everlasting life — 5 
and, at the same time, he calls on tho 
person receivin ge eee faith, and 
All den; —— we again re · 


hope by our recent act, strengthened our 


right to address him by the title of * Our 


Father.“ We then — that is, with 
21163.) . | our 


FE. 


pre, _ We our n 
and bodies a8 4 sacrilice, dedicnted to nie 
service — and We: pray, likewise, for gur 
fellow⸗ communicants. As our Savitun and | 


his disciples, after. the celebration ol the 
passover, sung an hy mn. d in our servite, 
is one provides for us Glory be to God 
© on high.” —The beginning i is taken from 
the hymn of the heavenly host, mentioned 
by St. Luke ; in it we give thanks to God 
for his great glory, that is, for his glo- 
rious work in the redemption of the 
world, by the death of his only begotten (+, 
Son. It is usual, afterwards, to read one x 
of the concluding collects, but these re- 
quire no explanation. What remains, is 
the solemn and affectionate form of dis- 
mission, in which the minister prays that 
The peace of God, which passeth all un- 


derstanding” (that is, the . which 
arises 
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Or part of my engagement to explain SERM, 
our usual church service being yet unful· - 
filled, permit me now to call Four : atten- 

tion to it. 1 have already scoursec 
the common morning office; what re- 5 
mains, are those parts of the evening Ser- 
vice which differ from the morning, and 
the Litany, The difference between the 
morning and evening service consists in 
the hymns, which follow the two lessons, 


—— 


other rexperts thay: are 9 same. "The 
hymn appointed to follow the first lesson | 
evehing is (at hich the blessel 


Virgin, the mother of Jesus Christ, re- 


YOAUT}] anT Ho 


peated, when in visiting her cousin Eliza 
beth (the mother of John Baptist) she re· 


Nr. rein 


ceived from ner a con nfirmation' of the 4 


tidin gs, which she "had before heard from 


the angel, That she shöüld be the Þatent | 
of the > Expected redeemer | of mankind 

*« My'soul doth magnify (doth adore and 
o reverence} the Lord; and my spixit bla 
Aibejoioec in God my Saviour; for the 


n hath regarded the lowliness' (the huinbie 


condition) of his' handmaiden, for io! 
from heneeforth all generations shall 
© call me Blessed — shall speak of 1 
happiness, im being advanced to this high 


dignity of being mother of the promised 
Saviour of the world. 700 For he that i 


1 hath magiiied me (for the all 
: n 


| name fot it. —— them 
« that ſear him throughout all generation . 
< He hath chewed A en with his arm, : 


7 ginstida f 8 
and haughty opposers of his eee 
| by means of the imaginations, the thoughts 
of their own hearts, He hath put down 
the mighty from their seats, and hath 
« exalted the humble and meek,” This 
may relate either to the general dealings 
of God with mankind, or to his present 
intention in that son, to whom the viz 
was about to give birth; he will depose the 
proud Jew from that lofty place which he 
hath hitherto held, and will exalt the meek 
Christian in his stead, He hath' filled | 
„the hungry with good things, and the 
* rich he hath sent empty away z. he hath 
advange 


Norman aham and his true de- 
its in the birth of e Messi 

Sim — — 1 | 
„„ ot the cams ofthe jy of the ie 
e, _ nn may 


3 


repest this 3 ; for we the birth * 
Orrist we are all redeemed from a state of 
sin and death, and put into a condition, if 
we are willing to comply with the 
terms, of obtaining everlasting sal vation. 
. The hymn, which we repeat after tlie 
. lesson, is likewise taken from st 
e; zit is the thanksgiving of Simon, 2 
. N ? pious 


Sa, 
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all the nations of the 
, , * 
ry * 4 


of them, at least, obo oom Beans to be the 
Christ. I omit to hose 
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undisturbed, the time of our abode: here on 
he other collect, which iS 
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bebe 0 our offences; and the es des 
our forefathers; not to take vengeance: on 

us for our sins, but to spare us to wem 
he has already so much love as to. 
redeem us with his most precious 
We, after this, put up our pra 
divers sins and various evils, natural und 
moral: the words used can s. 


inks — the * 

the very highest degree, — Go, 
and prejudicial to our souls. Some object 
to our praying against sudden death but 
surely, the generality of męn have but too 
much reason to do it; few only have their 
lamps so prepared, as not to have cause 
to be desir 


l 
* * 


trim them, before the b 


arrives. But to those who may think there 
is little to be done in a lea ilness (and in- 
3 3 EE, deed, 


s of a short space in which to 5 
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own acoounts, it in. py a 
count af their. friends; to take — 
shock which their . romeral can 


worldiy cancernd: (thaugh as wel. 
as. their apiritual. should uw ve n 


advice and example to che eee | 
pray against all sedition; privy -conspiraey, 
and rebellion, that is; against all traiteron 
designs against the king or — 
we pray against all false doctrine, heresy, 
and schism 1 by false dectrine, we ay 
understand the 9 er disbelzeving 
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sions for all mankind, in all 
wants, necessities, distresses, and 
cies; but this is done in 80 -C 
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ing here used in an uncommon 


iniquities have deser ved. The rayer 
is said to have been introduced into the Li- 


— 


e 


1 


Christians. The miniaternext/oers' forth; | 
that we have heatdlorvxedd, or have 


gation then beseech him to rise and deliver. | 
them ſor his honour, not on 


i 
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| 
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purpose =. We 'huraly besecch the, 0 

„Father mereifally to lobk ppon'our in! 
« firmities, and for the glory of thy hame 
* turn from- us: 3 ö 


remains of this r clear; 
The conclusion of the Litany being the 
same a8 the conclusion ef the morning 
service, it is not necessary that I von | 
repeat what F-have already said om it! 
And thus I have brôtght my She 
on our church service to 4 period; in 
Ip 0 e 


. | 
* eee extremes of too great or dc lt 


105 2 1 A £334 1d 
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2 Eet eee on you to shew vt 


delight in it by a more constant attend: 


ance at its celebration. It i is with no emal | 


concern that I am led to say that 
L have too much reason to admoni 
on this head. Surely once a week, for one 
hort hour, to meet with your brethren 
to offer your prayers and khanksgivings to 
your Creator, Preser ver, and Red. 


is no hard service! Can we possibly do 
less for that beneficent Being, ** hath 
done 


. - 
: 7 4 2 


3 


93 „ * 


you cannot as tr RE is not 1. 
hours. Would to 1 you would "give | 


not dissatisfied with it on other accounts, . 
by meeting him constantly as the Sabbath 


till he sees you do this, to cong. 
himself on the success of his labours. But | 


it is not enough that you attend regularly 


at divine. service; . must ee i 


your thoughts will sometimes vendews to 
earthly subjects (as they too often will) 


you must anxiously and speedily recall 
them. Vou will do well to be minutely 


exact in repeating all which the congrega- 


tion is ordered to repeat, and in joining, 


in your hearts, in each of the prayers as 


they 


returns! He can have but little eee 
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. bs then rexerene 
an devotion, which. when: the tremenday 
proaches, and much more 
at che auful lay ef judgment, you vi 
most sincerely and ardently wieh-t: t yen 
haf done! Now to God the Father, lle 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, be'ascrided: 
tar ever. | 
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practise it: in defiance, however, of this 

| knowledge, and in contradietion- to marking 

elination, Adam fell from his obedie 

and, by his transgression, brought, notonly 

on himself, but also on his ' posterity, mi- 

sery and death, Wickedness, which Was 
| thus 


gow” 
4 


* * 


Noah multiplied an 


* i 


FO ;el * 8 aa en 1 chat 5 
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the immediate spperintendance of ithe Ab 
mighty, the true knowledge of him ua 
retained; but even | they frequently. turn. 


aside to idoltry, 
conduct,” des 0 22 itely abandoned 
the other nations of the earth 
devotions to stocks and stones, or 
men wicked and frail as them: 
were so far from conforming themselv 
to the oblig ations of virtue, that they were 
deplorably ignorant in what it consisted. 
This was the state of things, when it 
pleased God, yo to. send his only begotten son 
10 into the world, to the end that all that be- 5 
ieve in him should not perish, but have 
« everlasting life.“ Considering the great 
and manifold provocations which God had 
received, it might have been expected that 
he would have sent his son upon a far dif- 
ferent errand, to take vengeance on such 
a rebellious race, to punish and to extirpate; : 
but, no! J esus Christ was sent to instruct 
and to save, to to inform us of - our duty, and 
to N immortal souls; in other 
words, to be our Saviour and our King. It 
Voi. III.. 91 is 


178 - 
 SERM. is under these 80 a 
* will consider the Son of: the Ry 
You- will observe in the text, that it is 
not said absolutely that all should have ever. 
lasting life through the son of God, but 
that all that believe in him; the promise of 
salvation and immortality is limited to be- 
lievers; there is 'a condition annexed to i, 
E the believing in him through whom it is 
offered which implies, that if we do not be. 
lieve in him, we shall not be in the number 
of those who shall partake of the n | 
of his coming. „ 
It becomes then a matter of importance 
to inquire what believing i in Jesus is. To 
believe in Jesus, is to be thoroughly per- 
suaded that he is the only-begotten son of 
God, that he is the brightness of his fa- 
ther's glory, and the express image of his 
person; that he was sent into the world by 
God, and that the end of his appearance 
was to make known the will of heaven, and 
to 


Obris o Beviow und ing. th 
to die to atone for the zins of men. "All ERL. 
mis, you will «ay, we are very ret dy tb K 
do; the wonderful works Which hie did, and 
| the angelic doctrines Which he taught, speak 
for him ; we'acknowledge him to have been 
the Messiah, the son of the Most High! 
So far it is well; but there is yet more in 
believing in” Jesus, and it will be well in- 
| deed, if you can answer with equal readi- 
ness to what remains: believing in Jestis 
comptehends likewise 4 conviction of the 
goodness td impertätce of the lessons 
which he taught, and not only this, but thie 
unifority and „ — witt- 
em _ ndiigna; bur filth 
in his aivitity wil 68 of effect, our pro- 
ſessions of it, however frequently repeated, 
vill be merely solttin mockeries! it will 
de a lame, an impotent, a deficient faith, : 
it will not bs a faſth unts $alvation. 
And here the other part of Christ's cha- 
racter comes to be considered, that of King ; 
| = he 


neither; if — refuse to be his objects, hit 

coming will have availed us nothing; i 
we will not be obedient to. his Jaws, ve shall 

not be entitled to his protection. ; Alle: - 
giance and protection are reciprocal, even 

between earthly monarchs. and their, 
jects; where a man disowns, the, autho 
of the Prince, he forfeits all prete! 
his care, he becomes an outlaw, and, 
course, can claim no benefit from the * 
vernment which he despises; how much 


more then must this be the case with him, 


who sets at nought the precepts of the son 
of the most high God! and: yet, 1 Tear, ; 


there are too many, who are willing enoug 
to accept Christ as their Saviour. but can- 
not bring themselves to receive h 
their King; who would gladly appropriate a 
to themselves the Slorigus privileges 
which belong to his Kisciples, but. cannot 
— 


that the'viteles: ow 4 bse life - ar 
terms'on RG ch we 000 . 
the 5 0 ; s deat ohn 
the Baptist. the forerunner of Grit and 
Christ himself, began their preaching in 
the same manner. · Repent ye, or rather, 
reform ye, for the kingdom of Heaven i is 
« at hand;” as if they had — Break off 
your sins, and: turn yourselves to a liſe of 
righteousness, that ye Sg . 6 Ke. 
ceive the gospel, and may become proper 
objects of its privlleges. Our Saviour, in 
the course of his ministry, commands his 
disciples to be exemplary in good works: 
Let your light so shine before men, that 
ce they may see your good works, and glo- | 
* rify your Father, which'is in heaven. * In 
the same discourse he says, Except your 
n ighteousness (that is, your practioe of 
N 3 e what. 


> chal, in x no caxe; enter inmate — 5 
a of — And to this + effoct you will 85 


ginally meant for. thoge only, who had. 
taint or infection of sin whatever, for God 
is of purer eyes than to behold mig: 
therefore, after the fall of Adam, and tko 
consequent degeneracy of his posterity, all 
mankind became obnoxious to the wrath of 
God, and had he not mercifully found out, 
a way to reconcile them to himself, they 
could never have hoped to become objects 
of his favour. He, W out * * 


1 


wb zent bis only SOR upon nth to 3 | 
for them. But. can it be thought that he 
intended, by so doing, to leave them en - 
| (FF! under the dominion of their vicious 


 passions ? Mn 


cin our Saviour and King, . 183 


Can it be thought, that from _ 8 


passions ? 
that time it was his design to bestow eter» 
nal happiness upon them. ROTTEN OR 
ertions of heir whatever ꝰ 
Who, in a state of nature, were only to q | 
accepted on perfect obe 
grace had nothing to do but to sit down, 
to eat, to —_ and to be merry; — to be as 
wicked as passio transported. or tempta - 
con invited them ? The very idea is a de- 
rogation from the purity of God. 5 
The original law given to man was — 
Obey and live, — transgress and die by the 
Christian law, the severity of this first law / 
is mitigated ; but to whom is it mitigatedꝰ 
not to those who continue in their trans- 
gressions until their death, but to those, 
who by a timely repentance establish them- 
selves in such habits, as may appease the 
displeasure of the Almighty, and render | 
them fit companions for the blessed saints l 
aboye. Without the acquisition of virtuous ; 
70 | habits 


} 


| Chrictur Saviour and. King. 


3 2 habits r . Mages be e pul . 1 by t 
bene a it) wehould: | not ee 
+ tally unworthy. of the society of hea enly 
spirits, but absolutely unable: to partake 
of their happiness, were it 8 
| could intrude ourselves amongst them. 
—— no less than the religion : 
ommands from her votaries per. 
; fection; but here is the difference between 
the two — the latter accepts of nothing but 
tv perfection, which is absolute; -while, 
through Christ, the earnest and constant 
endeavours of his disciples will be accepted, 
however short they . fall of s 3 
This is a point, which requires well to be 
understood. Christ came upon earth to 
cave us from the rigour of divine justice, 
which can take up with nothing but an un- 


sinning obedience; but an unsinning obe- 
| dience is what no man ever arrives at; we 
should all therefore, but for Christ, be ex- 

j x” WE posed 


will be taken for the "deed; br 
_ endeavour, his sufferings and death will, 


as far as concern us, have been in 
those who are desirous to 


— Christ as their Saviour, though 


not willing to receive him as their 3 
there are others who renounce him 
both characters, — who either nt to 


examine into the justice of his pretensions, 
or, taking some offence at his life and doc- 


trine, altogether refuse to acknowledge 
him. It is not, * believe, uncommon for 
persons of this kind to reason thus: — 
Faith, say they, is not an act of the will, 
it is an act of the understanding; we would 
believe, if we could see reason, but we 
really cannot, and therefore, though the 


gospel should be true, we hope to meet 
with pardon — But, 1 say. supposing the 


Socpel 


k reject * * mn ame- PE —_—_ 
pride, or some other bad passion; well, 
therefore, may the apostle say. If our 
gospel is hid, it is hid n dhe en, 
1 lost. 
Let us thaw FOO in- the ee, 3 
let us endeavour to live up to its com- 
mands, for we may be assured that the 
day will come when the profane infidel will 
be terribly convinced of the criminality. of 
his indolence and obstinacy,—the day will 
come, when it will sorely repent him of 
the scoffs which he has thrown out against 
our holy religion, and the contempt with 
which he has treated its professors; then 
shall he call on the mountains and rocks 
to fall on him, and to hide bim from the | 
7 face 


brit our Saviour and King. 
face of his Judge who sit 


of him, whom he rejected as his Saviour, 
and despised as his King ; ; then perhaps, 
when the last trumpet shall have awakened 


1 87 
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him from the dead, shall he 8ay— 13 5 


cometh that Jesus, whose name I blas- 


« phemed, whose merits I denied, whose | 


« mediation and protection I su perciliously 


' refused ; but, ah! how unlike to what he 


was described at his first coming! no 


longer the son of humble parents the 


com panion of the wretched—the servant 


« of the lowly, —but surrounded with my- 


' riads of angels—clothed in the majesty 


of the great God—the Prince of the uni- 
' verse—the J udge of all men—the ter- 


' rible, the unpitying avenger of his ene · 


| mies! 
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For though de cause grief, yet 


bis mercies. 
Tor be doth not er willingly, nor gib. 
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vill be have 


compassion ee to Gor multitude Cs 


2 


the children of men, 1 5 
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Taz misery to nn life has. been the gn M. 
universal complaint of all ages and of all 
ranks of men; the high as well as the low, 

the rich as well as the po | 
and lament that permanent happiness is no 
where to be found. Of the justice 


or, equally confess 


2 


XIII. 
OT | 


of this 
com- ; 
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XIII. 
A from what we may observe 


us, and ae from our own experience :- 
| Stappointihent* in "the pursuit, and dissa- 
tisfaction in the possession of the objects 
of their desire; 1 — 08868, | sieknesses, and 


r Q oO ng AP . 
1 - 
* 0 
* _ 
* 


disgraces, are some or other of them the 
portion of almost Efe whole of mankind. 
The observation of this constitution of 
hora © affairs Has afforded 066x810 jt 
some, to disbelieve i in the; being 'of «Gat 
and: to others, to arrai | 
and even of those whose presumptien e 
not carry them such daring lengths, it 
has driven too many into discontent and 
despondency—highly SER of them, 
doth us men agd as Christiuns. 
I propose in this Wees eum w 
endtavbur to clear up the dimeulty ef the 
existence of misery, and té febvofleile it 
with the benevolence of the grit Create 
and Governor of all things; and, sech 


to 


_— ce ee act en Ae 
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of the existence Ee und o mean. 
cile it with the benevolence of 
When man was firtzt — he: was 
created innocent and nnen * and. 
his posterity severe deence 
their happiness had still s continued to 
them — neither misery nor death would 1 
have found entrance into the world. To 
try his obedience, a certain condition was 
proposed; — the favour of his e 
promised him on his observing it — the 
punishment of its violation was death, 
Seduced by the artifices of the grand de- 
ceiver, and abusing the gift of free will, 
with which God had endowed him, he fell; 
he transgressed the law which was imposed 
on him—he ate of the tree, whereof it had 2 
been commanded him that he should not 
eat; and, by his transgression, entailed on 
himself and his posterity—woe and death. 
| | If 
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law yet, with his eyes Open, W 


cannot-be changed on „God 1% 
id ha he gave him an easy 
EP AUR terrible'con- ; 
s would follow; if he broke this 


FW "a himse 
. : 


as unhappiness was not the original lot 


of mankind, so neither shall it be the final 
lot: — sin and misery entered into the 
world by Adam, but it was not God's in? 
tention that they should reign there for 
ever—he has opened a way, by the suffer- 
ings and death of our Redeemer, for- the 
penitent part uf his sulijeets to regain his 
favour — to recover the dignity ot their 


natures — and to be again, what-they were 


at first created in Paradise, innocent and 


| happy! b Surely— this F is a consideration | 


which 


happy; by-your own faults: 
serable; your Creator, notwith | 
deemed you from this state; he bought you 
* an and. mertiful God! with what 

eve with * blood of his only 


that ekort interval which bases berween 
crad e and the grave. e 
But, to set this matter in a still Hah 
light, there is much reason to believe that 
those sufferings; to which we are exposed 
in this world, are absolutely necessary for 
the recovery of that perfection, in which 
we were first-created, and for the regaining 1 
of that dignity and purity which we forfeited T 
; * the fall: this co ion is e 5 
Vor. II. on 
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What we seg in gur own: the best ji 
| most virtuous characters, which. history, T 
either sacred or profane, hath handed 


1 


down to to us, were, generally speaking. thow 


whe 0 Nr. most exexcised i in afflictions; 
and xe cannot but, oupselyes, have obgerved . 
the tendency of argu to nden 


true of Wehe is probably true oof the 
| whole; we, have., thenehares . SUMPLYE | 
; SRI: which! Was Antrot % 
| duced by sin, is s absolutely necessary to 


0 - 


; bring us back to virtue; and thus the af· 
fllictigns, with which God visity his childrens 


become the highest eee. —in. severest 


= 


| Upon the whole, I trust that the goodnes 
of God will stand clearly vindicated; we 


chastiseinonts, | ths meet tender mereics.' s ERM 


vere created happy at first, till by our on 
fault we became miserable; 1 it will en 
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be our own fault, [if we are not happy E 
the last; God desires it, and has graciously 
invented a way to bring it about: and still 


farther, the sublunary 


cares and sorrows 
to which we are, in the mean time, liable, 


are the necessary steps to our restoration. ; 


_ Having thus shewn that the miseries, : 
which are to be met with i in human life, are 
no impeachment of the benevolence of the 


} 


Almighty, 1 now proceed to what I pro- 


posed in the second place, to point out the 


. unreasonabſeness and ingratitude of discon- 0 


tent and despondency. Each of those argu- 
ments, which 1 have been using, to free 
from imputation the goodness of God in 


permitting or inflicting evils, is equally ef. 
ficacions to silence the murmurs of those 


0 2 . indivi · 


= RE 
8 


* individuals, to ws d gy fall; they a 
AE were not originally designed for us, but hab. 


ing been introduced by the 9 Had guilt of 


aeg 'F - wind wal { anly's 50, „ but? une a 0 
| in a high degree salutary and medici 
and if we make that se of them, 3 | 
are expected to ma . and may make, if if 
we are S0 disposed, they will be the means 
of our restoration to our original dignity 
and happiness; they will endure but for a 
moment, and will. work for us a far mere 
exceeding and eternal weight of glo 5 
Here I might rest the cause; the above 
considerations are alone sufficient to prove 

the injustice of discontent and desponden 
in any situation, however miserable; but 
there is yet more that may be said, which 
4 will place it in still more glaring colours. 
Though it must be allowed, that some 
portion of misery will fall to the share of 
all men; that no prudence, virtue, or good : 
fortune, 


— 


. 


; fortune, can — escape it; yet 1 be E 
—_ that it 2 be e axumed, "wal will AR 


end in ease and 3 ar 


Ac r. in numbe 


this life, theres are many positive pleasures 


that the virtuous enjoy, which, generally 
speaking. far overbalance their woes. Let 
us view our condition with impartial eyes, 


and be just to the bounty of heaven. 


Happiness, even on earth, is sown with no 
scanty hand, if we have but the disposition 
to reap it. Ungrateful as we are, we num 
ber and exaggerate our sorrows, while we 
suffer our various enjoyments to pass un- 
heeded! Do we count as nothing the com- 


forts which arise from the constant inter- 


course with our Maker by religion, the sa- 
tisfaction of an approving conscience, and 


the hopes of eternal felicity, through the 


merits and death of our Redeemer? Heavy 
wa. indeed 


i to those which 
ed in misery and pain. Even in 
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there are of an interior o der but 
which by no means deserve ty: over · 
looked. Do we count as nothing the enjoy -· 
ment of health, the innocent gratifications 
of sense, the contemplation of the vario 
beauties of the universe, the satisfaction of 
internal thought and reflection, the plea 
sures of conversation and society. and the 
. endearing intercourse of domestic love? 
How we deserved these nothings, it would 
be difficult for us. to say, which ought alone 
to repress our complaints when they are 
withdrawn from us. Of some indeed, and 
these much the most valuable, we: cannat 
be deprived but by ourselves, and, if we 
will but retain tbese, they will amply- com- 
pensate and console us for the lags: of the 
others. These are, therefore, many po- | 


sitive  plegoures | in this life, the greatest of 
which | 
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But still farther, if the matter be accu- 
rately examined, we shall find that many 
of the evils, which are the subject of our 
hasty complaints, are brouglit on us by our 
own imprudenee: disappointments fre- 
quently” arise from unreasbnable expecta · * 
tions; that degree of poverty, which is 


highly oppressive and disgraceful, is the 
general product of idleness; sickness is, in 
many instances, caused by intemperance} 
the loss of reputation, by vice or folly: in 
these cases, Shame, one would think, should 
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virtue: those, however, to whose lot this 


may fall, are not (as I have shevn in de 


dant reasons for consolation; & though, woe 
be their present portion, it will arise from 


beginning of this discourse) without abun - 


their own negligence, if it be not. converted 


into bliss; heaviness May endure for a 


night, but, by. patience and en -Joy 


cometh in the morning. 


Let us then enjoy, with moderation Ki 
gratitude, the bounties of God, and let us, 
Submit with manly firmness to his chastise- 


rats; let us esteem them, as they are, 


but | 


| bon of Evil.” 2 201 
but as different modes of LEY 288 W 
us understand them, as they en n 8 . | 
trials 'of our virtue. and correctors of our Ps 
hearts; and let us rest assured, that if we 
carry ourselves under them with truly re. 
ligious resignation, we shall entitle our- 
selves to the benediction pronounced ES 
our Saviour on those who mourn ;- and 1 
the great day of retribution shall, in re- 
turn for trans itory pain and sorrow, be re- 85 — 
compensed with an eternity of bliss 1 
Blory. | 
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| spoken, was this; it had just been related LE i | 
to our Saviour, that Pilate, the Roman go- | 
vernor, had mingled the blood of 3 


lileans with their sacrifices, i i.e, that he had 
put. them to death whilst they. were 8acri- 
ficing at the altar; from which account Je- 
sus takes an opportunity (as was usual with 
. on most occurrence) to inculcate on 
his 
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4 Suppose ye (says he). that these 


« Galileans were sinners above all the Ga 


4c lileans, because they Zufle 80, 


if - tell you, Nay; but, s ye repent F 


= « ye shall all likewise Perish. 7 t git 
Two instructive lessons are to be . 


1 from hence; first, that when we see mis. 


ES BL 


fortunes fall on our neighbours, it is very 
wrong in us to. interpret them into Judg- 


ments—to conclude | that they have, hap 


pened to them on account of their sins; 
and, secondly, that the right use to make 


of them would be (Without ene 
them at all as relating to others, or end 
vouring to pry curiously into God's dixpen: | 
sations) to apply them to ourselves, to 
take warning by them, and to break off our 


sins by repentance, lest the same, or wor 
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Our Saviour well knew the heart of 


man; for it is certain that we are very 
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"the dale of others. =» 


much Welden 705 assign the ouſeringe 8 SERA; 
which others undergo, to some sins, either 
open or secret, of which they have been 
guilty: whether it be that we are induced 
to it from a desire of attributing our own 
exemption: from the same mi sfortunes to 
our innocence,” or whether we' are flattered Y 
with appeari ng to understand God's dis- 
pensations, or whether we think it a mark 

of piety to. censure those whom the Al- 
mighty afflicts; — the fact is, that it is 
greatly the custom among men, when any 
one is attacked by some remarkable cala; 
mity, to be immediately searching for, and 
endeavouring to discover, the occasion of 
it in his iniquities. From whatever cause 
this practice proceeds, it is very presump- 
tuous and unreasonable, and not only so, 
but it is most probably in general unjust; 
since our Saviour peremptorily denies 
that any such conclusions can, with cer- 


tainty, be collected; — Suppose ye that 
these 
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——— ecause they suffered sul 
things; or those eighteen upon whom 


4 think ye that they were sinners vs 


80 far from being more WY T4 


the tower of Siloam fell, and'slew th my,” 
(allading to another late occur nce! 


all men that _ in era? 1 
46 tell you, Nay. dP, x1 FVV N 

1 we look into the history of pile 1 les, 
we shall find that many of those charge. 
ters, who! endured the greatest calan ties, 
than those 
who lived at the same time, were eminently 
distinguished for their piety and virtue; 
and yet, even some of these were re; 
proached for suffering in consequence of 
their sins. The misfortunes of Job, you 
know, were eaused by his virtue; it was 


that which drew on him the envy and ma- 


lice of the devil; yet his friends, seeing 
what he underwent, although they could 
net, with all their itt-natured penetr: on 
2 
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they had been wit - 


ien althou 
nesses of us continued piety and up- 

Uebler vet they would have it that he 

was vicious in- secret; that, though his 
actions were apparently: virtuous, his prin- 

ciples and his heart were corrupt. When, 
after the shipwregk: of St. Paul. the viper 
fastened on his hand, how ready were the 
people amongst whom he was, to cry out, 
No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, 
though he hag escaped the sea, yet ven- 
* geance suffereth not to live.” They 
looked when he should have experienced the 
usual effects of the bite of 2 venomous 
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beast, when he should have swollen, 


vor fallen down dead.“, 80, likewise, on 
meeting with the man that was blind from 
his birth, the disciples of our - Saviour 
asked him, dy Master, who did this sin, this 
man or his parents, that he was: born 
blind? so closely did they connect to- 
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Indeed there are so mary reasons, for 


nic Anis fortunes may fall on a pita 


besides his sins, that candour should always 
prevent us from putting upon them that 
coristruction. Had there, indeed, been no 


vie kedness among men, there had been uo 


misery; they entered the world together; 
every man has done something towards 


perpetuating both, and yet it can by nd 
means be concluded, that when any person 


suffers more intensely, he hath therefore 


sinned more enormously than his fellows. | 


od sometimes permits afflictions to 


come upon us, as a trial of our faith and 
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playing hidden virtues, both for own ad- 
vantage, and the ediſication of others; 
sometimes, perhaps, he singles us out 
from the herd of sinners, to set us as a 
| warning, that others, being spectators of 
our sorrows, may be brought to reflection 
and repentance, lest the same or worse 
evils should fall on them; 3 but nothing 
from this can be inferred, but that the 
sufferer, as a man, is a sinner, not that be 
has sinned more deeply than other men. 
We are told in the »ccond command. 
ment, that God sometimes * visits the | 
* 8ins of the fathers upon the children 
even unto the third and fourth gene 
" ration 8 man, therefore, in afſliction 
may be doing penance, not for his own 
iniquities, but for ibo of his —— an- 


cestors. 
Ther, may 3 wn instances, mw 
the suffering is 80 evidently the effect of 
Vox. I „ P. the 


patience, to give us an opportunity of 4. e ; 
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the crime, or | so exactly to it. that 
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between them: thus, when the drunkard 
perishes by his intemperance, or the li · 
hertine, by his sensuality, their fate may 
O d upon, not only as the con- 
uence, but as the Punishment. of thai 
vices; thus when dogs licked: the bloodof 
Ahab in the same place, in which they had 


before licked: that of Haboth, whom Ahab 


had unjustly put to death: or when do 


bezek was, the object of the same species of 
_ cruelty, which he practised on so many 


kings; in both these cases the correspond 
ence between the crimes and the gufferings 


was so remarkable, that it might, ' without 


hesitation, be. deemed the work of God. 
But then it is to be observed, here the sins 
were known, and not Presumed; and it was | 
not necessary to say, IT here men suffer 

*- greatly, and therefore we conclude they 
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e Inow they have been guilty of great eins, 8 BRAC. | 
© to which their suffering have s 80 exactly A 
c answered, th; t we cannot Put look on 
* them as judgments.” : Yet even | in zu noch 
instances as these, it is more decent to | 
leave it to the afflicted Person himself to 
draw the conclusion. which, in | general, } his 5 
own conscience is ready enou h to do. 
As 1 have « done {says ANTI) op 
10 God hath requited me.” . 26695 | 
Having thus sbewn that it 8 a eustom 
among men to ascribe signal misfortunes | 
to signal sins, and that this custom is | 


very unreasonable, and i in general very un · 


just, it may be useful to inquire from 
what cause it arises; ; this leads me to the 
| second instructive lesson which the text 
contains, namely, that we ought. to ap- | 
ply the sufferings of others to ourselves, 
and break off our sins by repentance, lest 
we also perish. 
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| very desirous to persuade themselves that 


no clearer proof of a man's being enor · 
mously wicked, than his being Aecla 
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| they are less guilty than they really are; 


and as their conscience will not permit 
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innocent, they are very eager, to flatter 
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8 ; hence for the most part arises the 
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desire to discover and to 1 
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faults of other men ; and as there can 
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by heaven, there | is a certain eagerness to 
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interpret the calamities of our drettiren 


into judgments, and thence to Hatter 
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ourselves, because we have excaped the 
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like, that we are therefore comparatively 
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virtuous.” But this our Saviour tells ws is 
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a very false Rio” and: a far different 
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consequence fr om that which we ought to 
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are not to imagine that greater temporal 
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cufferings peculiarly 1 belong to greater sins; 5 
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yea are not to consider them at all in this 
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light ; but IE are to take warning by them, 
and hasten to forsake your, own iniquities, 


lest the ame or worse evils overtake you. 
18 F498 3 x F 
It is very absurd and unreasonable to 
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flatter ourselves with the belief, that be-, 
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cause we have escaped those afflictions, 


which. we have Seen fall on others, we are 
therefore innocent, and free from danger : 


for, supposing it true that these sufferers 


were certainly greater Sinners than we are, 
we cannot. argue from this that we are 
no sinners at all; it ought rather to put us 
on examining ourselves, on repenting of 


our iniquitles, and reforming our lives, 
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ments. But the argument, is | greatly 


" sfrengthened, when we reflect on what, is 


probably true, that those who have cuffered 
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were not more guiley than ourselves, nay, 
perhaps, that they were bb and virtuous 
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8 persons. This latter zupposition. which 
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we know to be just in many instances, * 
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a most awakening warning to us, to fly 
from our sins, for if this has been done to 
the green tree, what shall be done to the 0 . 
If this has been the lot of | those. whom 
God loves, what shall be the portion of 
those, whom he hates if judgment _- 
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godly and sinner appear! 
No rational person, 1 should think, . 
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ber 37 the terrible torments, which the 
” GFW. 


first martyrs to our religion underwent— 
holy and good men — who Spent. their 
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whole lives in serving God, and endured 
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8 1 87 in its most terrible e shapes rather 1 
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can think of | this; and not ö eue | war Y> 


if men of this character, such peculiar fa- + 
vourites of heaven, suffered 80 much, how, 

far greater sufferings must be in store for: 
the impenitently wicked! Many grievous 
sinners- have enjoyed, great and unter- 
rupted prosperity in this world! and many 
righteous persons have passed their whole 

lives in tribulation and distress; but in the 

world to come the Scene will be directly 
reversed; those who have received their 
evil things, and have carried themselves 
patiently and piously, shall be comforted; 
those who have received their good things, 
and who have been ungrateful and irreli- 
gious, shall be tormented. 

From what has been said then, I should 
hope that the propriety and wisdom of this 
mode of conduct is clear and evident; that 
when we see our brethren in tribula- 
tion, it is not for us to aggravate their dis- 
P 4 tress 


* 83 
% 


85 Impropriety of judging of, G. 
SERM. tress by imputing it to their"iniquities; 
. does not at all concern us to pry curiousi 
| into the matter; but, instead of doing this, 

we are to think of durselves, to take war - 

ning. to relinquish. our evil ways, and 

amend our lives, since we have the word of 

our Saviour, that, cc unless we repent, ve 
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Let 10 man ay. when 'be 15 2 ; 
tempted r God; — for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth be any 
man: but every man. is tempted; when be 
is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
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Ir happens, I believe not unfrequently, that 
those who are guilty of any great degrees 
of wickedness, charge their guilt, either 
immediately or by implication, upon God; 
they either reflect on Providence, for hav- 
ing 
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a sERM. ing alaced: in auch situations und cir- 
| Rn. 2 oy cumstances. that to avoid sin was not i in 
| their power — or, for having siven them 
such violent And headst headstrong Passions, that 
their reason was utterly unable to contend. 
with them; Te something, either exter- 
nal or internal, which it depended not on 
themselves to order otherwise, they would 
willingly impute their depravity. | But this 
the apostle St, James, in. the, words which 


J have just read, tells us is very unjust, 
inasmuch as it is very untrue; Let nad 
man say, when he is tempted, I am 
< tempted of God for God cannot be 
„ tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any wan: but every man is tempted, | 
* when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed.” Think not to excuse your! | 
© xelves,/ when ye. give way to temptations, 
buy attributing your fall ta the Almighty. | 
for as God cannot be tempted, to.commit 
evil himself, so neither certainly would 
15 he 
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creatures ; but meer re . I pf AS 
dently, the cape, that it, is your, own. evil, 
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Here are two aopertions: T7 "Ge. that God. 
N not, cannot be, the author of nem 
eecondly, that they grise from ourselves 
Let vs e mipe if this. be not_really the 
case - That God, js not th author of sin, 
St. James assigns this as a reason —it is. 
imp! q8pl ic PS boujd.. be, temp ted 405 evil 
himself. and therefore it is not credible he 
should be the c gas of it in his creatures. — 
Both the light of. nature, and the Scriptures, 
concur ir in „ Ref Wing, the Almighty. as a 
Being 0 of infinite puxity; he is the author 
of all that i 1s; right and good—he i is, in him · 
self, absol ately. perfect—he has neither de- 
sires nor fears, and consequently cannot be 
tem pted, for the gratification. of the one. 
or, under the influence of the other. to a. 
devia- 


| $46 


mabkind;— He would not that any 8 


1 


The Sike 10 1 0 


* 
4 
11 
* 2 4 8 wr 
3 $4 # J 
MC is 


W 5 an e — of ie in rn OT 


1 ee the same in other 'wotds, 1. 
is an hater Ma all manner of evil—he-is of 5 
pure r eyes tha te behold iniquity. Add to 


this; that he is constantly set forth, in the 


Scriptures, as anxious for tue Ade & | 
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i * pentance ; nk äksfrech Bol the” Bach of 
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& from. his wickedriess' and live. * Now 
let me ask you—is it likely, or rather, 10 it 
not impossible. that such ' a Being as. * 
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infinitely holy himself 4 puter Sig ht tl 
to tolerate vice in his bete, Labe Uike- — 


wise greatly desirous bf the happiness of 
| all men = Should: himself be the means of | 


enticing them into wickedhess, which, in 


its issue, unavoidably leadeth to destruc- : 


tion ?—Noit f is not likety—it is impos- 
sible; 


_ 


char able 0 on God. 5 8 


2 * 
. * 


sible ve cannot but own it. But yet you 8 ER M. 


M 2 


5 will say, theres seem to be several places, Ne lon 


i + 831 6% > + $8 $45: 8 
in scripture,, in which God is described 
, 111 1 C5 TEE] ES) Sigh T7: 1 Hi 
(at least so it t appears to to You) 3 as instigating 


or over-ruling men to the perpetration of 


wicked actions 10 this 1 reply—consider 
. 9719890 -Þ 1 
all those places carefully, and examine ac- 


e713 HSE 


curately who the persons are, whom vou 

think God i is deser bed as leading to wicked - 

ness, and you will. find that- they are not 
111 —4 


1 34 1 $4 I; 
good, and virtuous. persons, but persons al- 
Ie: HD 11: HL 2 


ready i impious : and depraved; 80 that Go = 
does not tempt them originally from | =_ 


righteousness ; | but, as a punishment for 
their having already deserted i it. he gives 


Ss 2 N TY . 48. 
them up to their own depravity. Con- 
i 9 r 
sider the case of Pharaoh ; the Lord is 
often ald to harden his heart to prevent 


his permitting the children of Israel to 


—— 
r 
3 — — bd Hay —_— _ _ 


depart out of Egypt; but this was not 
before he had hardened his own heart, and 
it means therefore not that God infused 
bad 
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that it 18 Sometime translated ir in our 


| pated by the children of lerael after tl 


The Sins of Mol 10 


3 4. ' 104 


e bad qualities into him, et h chat be gave 


him up to those he already had, he with. 
drew from him the sense of his guilt and 
folly, and left hir to himself, as 2 fit 
recompense for his prior obstinacy. . 
_By the way, 1 should . to | o ou, | 
| bible, 
—* he hardened Pharach's heart,” when it 3 i 
chould be, Pharaoh's heart was hardened, | 
80 that in those places, it is manifest it K 


Was not God's s doing, but his own; but it ; 
cannot mean, at any event, that God was | 


+ 


actually” the cause of his guilt. . 
Again, it is said, with respect to dhose 


nations of the Canaanites, who were extir- 


wariderin gs in the wilderness, it is ad cf | 
them, that it” was of the Lord to har- | 
den their hearts, that they should come | 
against Israel in battle, that he might de- 
stroy them utterly ; but what is the mean- 
ing of this? Surely, that as a punihment 
for 


ane on God. 
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for their r- iniquities, the measure of SERVE: 
which was now full—iniquities, which arose — 


not from God. but from themselves. pro- 


vidence did justly bring them into such 


eircu imstances as proved fatal to them. 


In one word; we must never explain one 


or two detached passages of scripture, in 
such a manner as to make them contradict 


all the rest of it; when we are not able to 


reconcile them. we must attribute it to our 
oy n defect of understanding. which certainly 


is its true source. The scriptures every 
e assure us of the infinite holiness of 
God; it is impossible, therefore, that such a 


Being should be the author of any thing | $0 
foul as sin; and'if there be passages, which 


appear at first sight to make him so, we 
must diligently examine them, and in⸗ 
stantly acquiesce and rejoice in any other 


manner of interpreting them. 
l have mentioned one way, in which God 
is sometimes represented in the scriptures 


The Sing. a ef Mex not 


SERM. as tempting men, which i is, w when; 8 e Suffers 0 


mer iniquities; when, because they 4 | 
— hardened | themselves, be v duchsaf 


did he fall! But God certainly wa 
have permitted this—would. not. have give 


malicious enemy, had he not foreseen that 


8 „ them to fall into circumstances digadvan- | 


tageous to virtue, as a punishme 


t for for- 


W 


rit t to ak Dan but there is yet a nother 
way, in which God sometimes tempts 
and that is, when he brings them or avian | 
them to fall into trials, which he forese: 


| they will overcome; and thus gives them | 


opportunities of displaying their on. vir- 
tue, and of contributing to his glos „ an . 
the edification of others. You: afe before - 
me, I doubt not, in adverting to the case of 
Job; into what severe trials -of.. his inte rity 
not 


up 80 holy a Personage to the attacks of his | 


he would. sustain them victorious. Nowa 
tem pptation. of in kind dees not conduce 


„ „ „ CS ew 


to 


ing it h. it is : 


to bear ben it in $4; 


4 when he is drawn away of his own lust, | 


“ and enticed.” 5 a sins are n 
on ourselves. e 4 at ne ee 

It is observable, * that after the ee I 
exculpated God from being the author of 
temptation, he does not impute it to the 
devil, but to mankind themselves. That, 
however, there is such an evil spirit, Who 
goes about seeking whom! he may seduce 

Vor. II. Ng Jo; and 
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he filled 8 — bes 
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of 
the price for which he had sold his estate, 
when he — that he had given int e 
whole sum. But here we may remark; that 
this power is never ascribed to the devil in 
scripture, but in the case of great and hor- 
rid sins, which men had either formerly 
committed, or of which they were now en · 
tertaining designs; in both these instances 
which I have mentioned, it is said that the 
Sinner had conceived intentions of his 
wicked project before-it is said that the d 15 
vil entered into him to push him to the ex- 
ecution of it. And indeed this seems to be 
the case, men first desert themselves, and 
then 
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for, unless vr our own 

he will not be suffered to do us any injury. 

Let us place our chief guard on ourselves; 
Es Qs | 
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| was * our r power. . 
With regard to any 
ad; the fancied difficul 
virtue may have to contend, 
| lect that the whole of human life 4 


Ns * 
8 
— 
— 
1 
_— 
1 
* 


of pre 


fallen us but such as are common to man; 
ls which we meet with, are 


f allotted us by our Creator, and 


that it is in Wannen . GOO these 


are not to ay. if *. e n 
powerful, if such or such misfortunes had 
not befallen us, if we had not been entang- 
vourable circum- 
stances, we should, in that case, have 1 

tained our integrity; no- e are to do our 
duty in that state, in which it has pleased 


led in such or such unf 


bation; that! no — have be- * * M. 


God to place us, assured that thus alone \ we! 


Can work out Our salvation. 
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sm or MEN ARISING FROM A WANT oF 
THE FEAR or GOD, | 
AND THE INSTIGATIONS oF THE DEVIL, 


Prov, xvi, LATTER PART or v. 6. 


By the fea of the Lord men. depart pr 
a. ow 1 


Tus wickedness, which is 80. > prevalent 
amon got the human race, owes its exist- 
ence to various causes; there are, however, 
two which have a more general and exten- 


sive influence than the rest; one of them, 
more particularly, in a greater or less de- 


Bree, enters into the production of every 
DD, 3 4 | crime, 
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be 


' 55 due eee of the Almighty, an 


pre- eminence, has singled them 4 out as ev. 
ing rise to all these enor mities, v hich re. 
quire the interposition of the law: when 
the culprit stands charged with a bi each 

the public tranquility, it is stated, yu 


peduced by the instigation of the devil. 
It shall be my endeavour, in th ba 
course, to prove that these 1 _ 


deviation from innocence, however a. 


from tne want of a due fear of the he Almighty; 3 


instigation of the devil. 2 Ge 
2 on ae dount of 


of our count 


know, in the indictment, that he had not 
the fear of God before his eyes, ang \ was 


more particularly the first, are the only 
origin, not only of these enormities, which 
are of that magnitude and notoriety to call 
for human punishment, but of every. other 


or secret. ES 

And first, I assert, that all 1 guilt arises 8 
b 
| this 5 


in the cd as 'wisdom 
standing, as right! Ju8ness, 
— theee in t . 


and canctity o the 
fects cannot but flow from it. — thy consider- 
who God is, and what are his chief rent penn Z 
he is the creator and goverr 
verse, he WhO 
commanded; and it was 10 fast ;—he i is a 
Being of infinite power, he is present every 
where,. and privy to our most secret trans- 
actions, If we had these ideas constantly 
before our eyes, is it possible that we 
should ever dare to affront him by our ini- 
quities ? He made us; I said; he has there- 
fore a title to govern us, he has a right-to 
our unlimited obedience; he is holiness it- 
self, and therefore of purer eyes than to 
behold 


: 
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sured us, that he will cevetions puvich ws 


„ 


AS W Me -gvilty. Or i 1nocen ? 


ther-can we doubt his will t 40 
as he i is every where pregent, a apectatr of 
our most secret actions, we cannat; 
| ably form a hope of escaping detection 
Now if this be the case, as it c 
is it not evident, when we fall into 
mission of any sin, either that the fe of 
God is removed from before PORE 
which amounts to the same, that 
entertain true notions of * * 1s it por 
cation of a moment, the hape of ;,any 


ford (which, when acquired, we may be de 
prived. of immediately, and. a4 the best, 
nn. 
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of being victorious, : and eternal | 
; A 5 ; K l | 
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inability: vanish before these derations. 
But you have said infinitely : 
not rely upon this ; you 
= e are 


. 


race per 
2 — 
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F 
1 
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i 
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— gu—T—y—ä— ne eons 


strong that it is, 1 think, 
less they drive it ass 
; minds, or-impair e 

| — of e 


of eee but wir — 
done, another cause of vice 
rate, the instigation of the 
that impregnable Shield, a due apf 


f 1 the Pay ob of 0. 


cause of 1 we. wa 


suberdinate God suffers us not to be 


tempted above what we are able to — 


till we have cast off our 


bim; he does not desert us, Matibwe⸗ have 
leserted ourselves; great as. the envy 


and malice of our e 


emy are, he dares not 


molest us while he sees us Subordinate to 


inendanee ef an Almighty leader; it is no 
| mences his attacks 


10 s00n as he perceives us defenceless. 


eee eee, 1 


in his power to influence our conduct two 


tation by bringing us into situations unfa- 


yourable to our virtue; or he may represent 


tings: in false and deceitful colours: the 
scrip- 


| v become S ERM. 
XVI. 


el our 


ind: the W Shi FR engage, 
betray our Saviour, and of Ananias and 
Sapphira, to incite them to lie tothe Hc ly 
Ghost; to those who- encourage in their | 
hearts sensual ideas, he' may ma y admit 8 <? 
casions of carrying their favourite: pazsions 
into action; the covetous be may mis lead 
with the opportunity of gain, the ambitious 
with the prospect of honours and f power; 
he may be permitted to facilitate and for 
ward their access to the darling object « 
their affection, that they may more easily de · 
stroy themselves in making the fatal acqui- 
sition. Or. if. we should not allow that he 
is able to take so active a part in the ex- 
ternal affairs of men in general, his influ- 


ence. on their internal feelings 


FF . eee least 0 administkr 
fuel to them, when we have willingly per- 
mitted them to assail us; perhaps he is 
able to indis pose us, to render us slothfu? 
and Inactive towards any exertions of vir- 
tue and bene volence, or perhaps he has a 
certain inflyence on our reason, can make 
it see objects in false colours, and thus ren- 
der it inadequats to. the office of directing 
our cenduct - with that _cafety for which it 
was bestowed on us by God. I should Sup-. 
pose that by each of these ways our sübtle 
and powerful enemy ensnares and destroys 
us; but of these, the - last is the most 
dangerous, and consequently that against 
which we ahould be most on our guard. 
It is probable that the devil is at the bot · 


tom df those ſalse ideas which many men 5 


entertain af the attributes of God; that, 
when we are about to fall into any crime, 
Vor. II. e from 


8 R M. from which 8 ok conviction 
* of. the presence and observation ofi the, Als 
wishty, and of his strict Juaties, dd 


restrain us, the adversary. of our souls in- 


N 


* 


oY 


stills into us doubts and hesitations, makes 


us parley and deliberate, represents to us 
the infinite greatness of God, and that, = 
moved as he i is 80 far above. us, and wrapt 
up in his transcendent majesty. it is not 
likely he should attend to the concerns of 
80 insignificant a being as man; or, if th 
be too stale an argument, he causes us to 
reason on his goodness and mercy, and 
tries to persuade us that he will not be 60 
extreme to mark what is done amiss, as. 
the Scriptures describe him. If by reason · 
ing of this kind, he be able to argue a 
sinner out of his fear of divine punish- 
ment, he has other fallacies ready to bring 
forward to diminish his dread of the pu- 
nishments of men; in the first place, if the 
nature of the crime vill at all bear it, he 
flatters 


4 


3 : 


credit and character chiefly are 


or the ay — detection; but 


if this erer gl he persuades him 
that his being disc 


covered will be attended 


with no ill consequences — chat, though _ 
. to be a ORIYA = shall yet, by 


of the law. If e de not of % 


deep a die, or one which does not so ma- 


Ein 
XVI. 
* 


terially affect the peace of society—if it be 
one from the commission of Which the 8 


our enemy points out the number of chose 


who have been guilty, with impunity bids 


us mark how they are still cat 


respected by their fellow creatures, 5 


insinuates that perhaps some of them have | 


found the means of n this unn 


7 


? ai the the 


Fraud and —— th 


steps to wealth; and wealth, no matter 


bow obtained, rarely fails to procure to its 
possessor deference and respect ; b but, let 


| by their very crimes. „ a $4 HY 


3 3 


that es de ee but never in 
reulity s: — those bo bow lowest to the 
grandeur of) the prosperous villain. cannot 
really honour him: but, though menn 
enough -to pay outward homage to his 
possessions, they, ain heir! hearts (Sordid 
w7otches 88. r are) cds. mw dein 
wo e by 
that. the instances of succesaful 
are single, while in the — paul 
n neee it mant 6 0 air 
bats, vill 
has escaped the Kare Rn of the Jan 
and the open contempt and detestation. of 
his fellows, while there are numbers Who 
are yearly: falling saerifces to puplic Jus- 
tio. and. multitudes of less atrociqus cri: 
minals, who are ee nitza nu 
werited infamy. CCC 


8 1 885 | All | 


a 


g 


he seldom fails to subdue us. 


eee 


« Want of the Frar of c. „ 


All the other arguments which the devil 6 SERM- 
may bring forward to persuade us, when pots I * 
he is tempting us to sin, of the impunity 


of it with respect to our persons, fortunes, 


and characters, might be easily refuted, io. 
2a50Ned with unbiassed minds; but, 


while our passions are engaged on his _ 


we 


Let us. then, whenever we find 6 


tempted to do what our conscience sug- 
gests to be wrong, be aware that we are 
not then in a proper state to argue on the 


innocence. or guilt of it—let us stay till a 


cooler moment and. even then, let us re- 


collect how. much the devil is interested 
to deceive us;—let us be upon our guard 
against his wiles and let us, in addition, 
call in to our aid the fear of God and so 
we shall be fully able to 5 the fiery 
darts of the . one. ; 
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1 EG@LESIASTES viii. 4-507 „„ 


Because Sentence against | an evil work 15 not 
executed speedily, therefore the beart of the „„ 
bons Ui men is Fully Set i in them to do evil, w 


n 


* . 


Wax the + Seda whinks are „de“ „ 
nounced against impiety and vice are 80 GALS 
aarmingly dreadful; it seems hard to con- 
ceive that any men should be found 80 in- 
attentive to their own interest, as to ven- 85 | 
ture to provoke them. The text informs E 
us whence this arises; it tells 5 us that | | 
this temerity and madness is owing to the 

4 e ee dauelay 


. 


the com mission of the crime, by 

_ uncertain space "Infervenes. = 
sentence against an evil work e 
* cuted speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men in fully e set in them _ 
« do evil... eee Au js 
"Tt is the purpore of this Svoiree to bet 
before you some of the conclusions that 
men draw from this delay of punishment, | 
by which they. encourage and harden them- 
selves i in their sins, and to shew the falsity 
of such conclusione-—their eee _ 


* 


Adi frat-theve: are hid t to dp 20s 
. on seeing the sinner uninterrupted in 
his wickedness for a long time, cttiude 
that there is no God, or, if there be ane, | 
that he takes no notice of what is doing 
upon earth; but as I um address ing a Chris- 
tian con gregation, I heed not set myself to 

answer 


ve experience the greatness of God's mercy 


ance ths argumnt, in- alloif that , 


arg und aaa is this? Because God 
does not take immediate ven 8 


wen we disod6y his commands, we theres 


fore venture to der kan en die and 
persuade ourselves that this disobedier | 
a matter of no importance. Alt kinds of 


au, we allow, are vtrfetly 8 forbidden in our 


Wart z but Weeds ese peseidee i do not in- 


stantly follow, we therefore foolishly doubt | 


whether they will be exacted at all; beeause 


in 


wy BN: — 1 
— v therefore eee eee len 
his justice and veracity; ane ane 
are eee ho contin 
into 9 his reg ;and da ye impionly imagine, 


. at is deferred for short dmg [that the: 
AN oath, of the Gab of truth: shall fail ?—Ca 
 _ an. impunity of thirty or forty years lead us 
1 95 such an absurd Conclusion as tnis Prof 
thirty or forty years wh wh in 
of sand in comparison ore, but 
as a single moment in e to eternity l— l. 
But still farther. during this present life J 
we are; upon our trial, and till. that is ended 
it would scarce seem equitable that sen- 
tence should be passed; nor was it ever 
intended by God to distribute e de 
ur this world. „ 5 125 
ou ee be, the —_ of the tares 


aw with the wheat: the gervants of the 
house- | 


— 


10 hngather the wheat | 0.20; arm.” 15114 © 
een of his d. 

told them abt the-feld.was the world, —the h 
wheat, the children of the kingdom, a. e: 
good people; the tares, the children of the 


 Ficked, one, i. e. bad people: that this 


wicked one, who sowed them, was: the de- 


Al z that the harvest was the end e be 


world, and the reapers the 


th therefore (added he); thisi ance ink ga- 


* thered together and burned in the fire, 


_ ©, so shall it be in the end of the world. 
ff. The son of ma 


2 shall send forth his 


v angels, and they Shall gather out of his 
| = king- 


rer 
* 444 


——ů— gut 
from dt. that sin i n ev or that it 10 wet 
divpleativig to Gul, er mat he wil at take ; 
severe vengeance on chose who commit it 
Thel truth is, we have much umd us Ky 
prehend, that the longer the punishment of 
the wicked is delayed, the more henvy and 
dreadfal it will be; wen it does full on 
them! God ispares them for» the prevent; 
he permits them to fill up the mtadure of 
their. sins, but in the mean time be Alls/up | 
the 1 is wrath-; hy: shews fer n his 
ei mercy 


AE heat, ws ihe of 
thine ers; but know thou,” that in the 
mean time thou art treasuring up to thy- 

self wrath against che day; of wrath and ve - 
velation ef the righteous judgment of Gad. 
Or take the matter in another light, and 
give the inner time and enooumgement to 
repent of his wickedness, and reform bis 
life; what an ungrateful turn is it to give 
2 5 5 
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„Would prompt us to day} « 
Soc Who. Gesirest not the dm of n 

ner. but rather that he should turn from | 
: © his wickedness and live; blessed 
name, that thou hast afforded us 
| 8 time for recollection and repentance: 
of What must have been our condition if 


| | "thou: hadst cut us off in our sins! 


og 


vent us from abusing 
1 Park us to take ad 
i d guffering;! thro —_— ers 
2x ile is still open to us, Oh! grant us grace 
to enter; ere it close against us, and ex- 
= | clude us for ever! 
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these and- a- multitude of other ir 
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guilty- Hague uiley: 


ness that flood of waters which ov 


the whole earth, and destroyed all fleah ; or 


their- corruption and violerice;—witness' 
destruction of those mam cities * do m 
and 'Gomorrah, by that terril 

fire and brimstone ;—witness the: instanta- 
neous death of Ananias and Sapphira for 


their falsehood and hypocrisy wie 


which history has handed down to us, of 


particular persons, and also of whole na- 


tions :—80 that God has not left us even 


here wi 


4 SEAM 
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the present punishment of iniquity, both in 


hou t sufficient warning of the evil : 
of sin. and of its dangerous and destructive 
bee 5 5 I third 


— . — — — 


dchis ia 60. 


in a moment, and in the grave there, is 
aothing to be done in religion, ras the tree 
falls, 80. ĩt * vr af that portion of lift, 
with whieh they flatter. themselves, .should 


What was degun by passion may be -can- 
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. an tesseet ge e thts | 
a Balves to be betrayni into ruin ih this de. 
ui eflsestengg are those wha, ackoowlodg: 


N heinaus nature of sin, and the dat 


fire ace, they. cannat be errtain that time 
vill be allotod them; they may be ent off 


de granted, tha probability is that they will 
he more unwilling to forsake their zins at 
8ams futur time, than they are at present. 


firmed by habit. and from baving his mercy 


* ee God may be . 


tu / which it enpuses them, do st con; , 
r en (phages. eee __ 
* eee eee Bat 
Treat. a hazard in all respect, 
thatothare. is 50 venturing; upon it. In the 
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ith, m 3 congideratian ;; . 
and w 
degree ahoye our most al 
tions, and that to their 


will be no end, we ought. — 
it nothing, even if a long time wese ger, 
tainly, to elapse, before, they, began. 30 ff 


But we may be mistaken enen in athis 
pging; judgment, may be nearer tone han- 


we imagine; we may be called to Wander- 


up our accounts much soon tha 0 


expect: and when, ve 


De 
thing appears to 


luxury, when ever) 
smile upon us, the dee may then be 


eee, — bi : 
be how long mana 


Ve hear bee eil. ben 
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to aber” us to oll last awd | 
is constantly hanging over us — and, im- 


mediately on death, follows judgment! — — 


for whether we are ititantly' brought to 


trial, at our departure from this World, 
or whether we lay insensible in the grave 


till the consumtnation of all things, makes 


no differerice— the intervening time will 


appear but as a single moment. There is 


indeed a third opinion, which i is — - that the 
soul win exist and retain all its faculties, | 


apart from the body, from the decease of 
the man till the end of the world; — but, 


if it be” 80, how dreadful must be the re- 


fections and terrors with which the soul 
of the sinner wilt be "opp ressed, who fore · 
sees its own inevitable doom, and yet 


| knows it to be impossible to do any thin ing 


to avert it! 8⁰ that whether Sentence on 


each particular person follows instantly 


on his death, or whether we lie insensible 
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I — Det. the so live 'separate, fr m the 
$i body, seems matter of little 1 Impol . 3 
in u the two. ſormer cases. it appears to me 


to, be. just the same; and, in the latter, 
| Isee not that it can afford any just grounds 
of consolation to the wicked. 4.44. 

From what has been N 4 "ike that 
1 the folly and ingratitude of being bold in 
our sins, because the punishment of them 
is not inflicted Immediately, will be suf. 
fieientiy evident: — would to God that Z 
we may all, not only at this present mo- 
ment, perceive it, but that it may sink 
deep into our hearts, and ipfluence « our 
future conduct! Se 285 8 

Let us ever remember how inaignificant 

this life is, in comparison with eternity! 
pass but a few short years, and all those, 
who now crowd the Scene, will be moulder- 
ing in their graves! — even the very me · 


mory of them (save of some distinguished 
few) 


DAS. | 


po the ca- if on. 
few) shall de no F 
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will follow even the most obscure; — 2 


their merits will one day be drawn from 


their dread abode, and proclaimed and re- 


compensed in the face of the universe! 
then will God's perfect hatred of sin, and 
his veracity and justice, be, conspicuous ! 
then will the sinner, who distrusted the 
execution of his threats, or made light of 


them because of their distance, be terribly 
convinced of his error; while the righteous 
man, who, by patient continuance in well 


doing, shewed his faith in his promises, 
shall receive rewards infinitely surpassing 
his most sanguine hopes and conceptions, - 
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pel, than the forgiveness of those who hi” 
injured us. Good will towards his exemles! 
Us an indespensable requisite in the 
tion of the character of a Christian; it is! | 
the condition on which alone his own faults 
can be pardoned, and his imperfect . obedi- 
ence meet with acceptance. The truth of 
this assertion is 80 glaring, that it is scarce 
„ Possible 


DAG 8 ERM. | | * | | 
I | : n ment, without e convidced: E yet 
* | Te has it happened WE" Var nes s that 
more openly © or more e frequently violated, | 
The greatness of the de — the 
want of duty, or proper respect, in the 7 
person who has offended us— his in grati- : 
tude the dread lest he should triumph in 
our forbearance, and be encouraged to new 
insults—the apprehension of the corn and | 
contem pt of the world, are all alledged as 
excuses for resentment and retaliation: 
x 140 passion and pride are, in this instance, 
combined against virtue: the one is raised 
Win and prompts us to infliot pain on 
the person from whom we have received it: 
the other operates more ſeisurely, but, un · 
happily, with greater effect; it forbids us to 
forgive, though we are no longer enraged; # 
it commands us to revenge, * We 
wish for reconciliation, Bt 


Armin 


world is upon him, he fancies 
pected to exert himself, and is 1 


of en 


ice and Recentment, 
the- en [ 


of ee thin ee ee 
the idea. .of meanness. and. cowardice to a 


to an injury; the party 


s, on some occa- 


— e on others he would 
be willing to overlook it, but the eye of the 


s that he is ex- 


from regard to his reputation. 
From the weakness of human nature, 


from the various competitions | of men, 


from all desiring to obtain that which can 
only be the property of a few, it must ne- 
cessarily happen, that offences will. often 

be given, ann frequently be done; no 
command zeref one -ould be more e 
» rhe 305 wel ir th peace was proclaimed 
than to forgive: forgiveness 
puts a Ladder 1 stop to ths: most material 
conse - 


| 
' 
} 
' 
: 


SERM. - connequences of an e ap | | 


the offence; if he were free to return what 


Wit 
from — its hath A 


ance of: gia herds; ir the 
person offended were at liberty do avenge 


he had suffered, himself the judge, it is 
scarcely possible that he should so measure 


his revenge. as not to excesd the pain he 


had received; his adversary, at least, will 
never allow the justice of his phnishment; 
the same malicibus or overbearing temper, | 
which excited the first injury, will put him | 

on justifying it; he, in his turn, will have | 
recourse' to retaliation, and a contined 


series of hostilities will be the consequenee. 


Into what a state then would society be re-; 


duced! at home the gnawings of malice, 


the gloom of hatred, and sullen meditations. 
on revenge; abroad, secret caſamnies, open 


reproaches, violence, _ trot. udfrequently, * 
 bloodshed. . Every 


ide of s forgiven there is. no —— 


own ee eee in which h x "= 
self stands of nemission of offences: some 
times, perhaps, he has been injuriaus to 
his fellow · ere tur and certainly. often xe- 
bellious, against his Creator: let him then 
exert an indulgence, which. he expec 
him forgive, as he hopes to be Aae 
Why should he look, in his own case, for 
. the, allowance which he is not willing to 
5 grant in the case of others? How dare he 
presume that his own. frailties will be 
passed by, while himself is extreme to 
mark what is done amiss ? It is in vain 
that he alleges greatness of provocation, 
or height of ingratitude; he is not the 
proper judge; whilst he is under the do- 
minion of his resentment, he ought to sus- | 
pect that it is not probable he should be 
just; he may feel more, perhaps, of the 
| Injury 
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your friend has been ungretefuf Alas! 


injury # than was int 


take or negligence,” he Wee attribute * 


— vith error, nel he can only N 0 
escape by subduing his resentment. SHRED 


ws rely the e 
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ed. are you to give up the government of 
your temper, and to yield yourself à prey 
to the tor ments of ; rage, because your 
enemy has been unjust? are you to en- 
danger your eternal salvation, because 


this is to revenge the faults of others on 
yourself; it is to swell the bulk, and in- 
erease the acrimony, of their offences; it 


is to confer on them a fatal importance, 


which they could receive from none but 
yourself. The utmost that the malice of 
man can do affects only the body extends 
Nin 8 W 


You remember. the treatment of. the | 
received from his lord a a gen INT 


_—_ wht agains 
servants, who O ẽ,,GM im a COL— 
O thou wicked servant (said his lord) 
„ I forgave. thee that debt because thou 
« desiredst me: shouldest not thou also 
„have had :ompassion on thy fellow- 
« gervant, even as 1 had pity, on thee 7 
« And the lord was wroth, and delivered 
« him to the tormentors, till he should 
'S pay all that was due unto him.“ Pre- 
cisely in the same case stands the unmer- 
ciful, unforgiving man. If God were ex- 
treme to mark what is done « amiss, which 
of us should live another ap to be of. 
fended or to offend ? He ereated us, he pre- 
serves us, and he redeemed us; yet we are 

constantly 


- 


e ow — then, — our oe 


„, e Shall! be judged; with what me 
ve mote, it shall be m 

again“ When we are indined'to be un. 
forgiving; let us remember the menace tc 
which we expose ourselves: after "oi 
viour had related to his disciples the se- 


verity which Vas exerciced/agdinet the un. 


merciful 'servant;' ke immediately added 
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Se Hkewise shall your heavenly Fa 


: do unto you. if ye from your hearts for- 
ne e We one bis nn er 


tres passes. 6 3 „ 


F | Suren to 1 | 


8 
4 „ 3. 7 
n 


If example) - <a with * at 
| — — good in then 3 


nually provoking. him 12 ear 
iniquities, yet is the- En 
heaven and earth slow te anger, | 
to forgive; time, warning,” — 
repent and regain his favour, are all: 
bestowed on ungratefub man.! God tes; 
« eireth not the death of 4 inner; but: 
© wickedness and live. Hostile as he. 18. 
to every species of iniquity, and boundleas 
as is his power to puniah it, bis; mast fa- 
vourite title is the Father of Mercies. It: 
ve look to the conducti of the ori of God 
the virtue of forgiveness is — 
conspicuous ; his whole life ind d Was 
continued instance of it o in return. for 
turn 4 /personal insults * up peti · 


tions 


SNN e the i — * 
. eee. 


His . dspoeition forsake kim u 

in his dying agonies — his last prayer was 
„ for his murderers Father, forgive them. 
for they know not what they do The 
= | same virtue has also in g 
1 | part of the character of those 
persons, whom history hath: en 
toe us as most worthy. of her entomiums; 
- Since there are so many motives to for- 
giveness.—eince our quiet in this world, 
and our happiness in the next, depend 
upon it. —sinee it is recommended to us 
by the example of holy and: illustrious 
men, of our: Saviour Christ, and of Gol 
himself. it seems extraordinary that an 
should be found, who will give a; place in 
290i! | th 
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to W 80 dale. = 
mously; duften thimaelves 8 

from it from a fear F bet 
the world. from a dread of f 


courted: with:iths: — attention, can 
confer no valuable or lasting reward; of 


mine what they do not understand. He 
that can descend to sue for the favour of = —_—_— 
such frail creatures at the price of his in. 
induce him to disobey the great Governor 
of the world, has little reason to be proud 
of the greatness of his mind, and must 
surely, when he awakens to reflection, 
vol.. 4 


. / 
s 
* 
i 
" 6 8 
D l 
: w . 4 

— p ⅛˙²äA — — . WII ²Ü— We mg a” APA 1 x OW .. 9 — — a 
. N : ; ROSE e —— 2 

2 — F700 D 

> OI — — - WIT — — — 3 


: 
Eo EE 


— eee 0 SIC 
8 OE —— 


XVI 


«* 3 þ ” 3 * 2 £ 
ky „ 
. * 7 x 
8 a h \ a . x . "I 8 Fo 
q : 0 4 - ow 4 p 
* 8 5 bY , "I nl & : 11 7 j p . * a 
ink er 5 \ & SS &i TL | 4 * of. 


his folly and cowardice: . yt; init I apt. 
The utmost — — which hu- 


manity can arrive, is a constant and deter · 


minate pursuit of virtue, without any re. ; 


8 gard to present danger or advantage. Let | 


us not then turn to the right hand or to 
the left, either swayed by the applauses. or 
terrified by the censures of the world; but 
let us go straight un in that path, which 


the author of our religion has marked uut, 


and which our own conscience will tell us | 
leads to life and happiness: let ho false 


opinion of dignity or honour deter us from! 


mercy and forgiveness, and invite us to : 
resentment. Of him who hopes to be for- 
given, it is indis pensably necebsary that be 
forgive; no motive then ought- to Have 


the least weight when put in competition 
with this. On this virtgs of forgiveness 
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SERM. Yoropoze in thi Yi Scöürse to Enker 
So cisely into the history and character of this 3 
illustrious apostle, and to shew the we & 
ment which Is convyerion affords 
vour of the truth of Christianity, mu 
lastly, to: ay: dawn some rules for your 
practice, which the facts described TOP 
suggest. e | 
Buy the conversion of st. Paul is meant, 
his Quitting the Jewish, and"embricing the 
Christiam religion. St. Poul was born at 
Ilꝛarsus, of Jewish parents; their Sarraute 
7" Staliees wele probibly opulent, theugti'they 
— > bibigtit"up their son to the trade of tent 
marinig; for it Wis ugül with“ tfie Jews 
Whdteves fortune” they were able to"glve 
their Uilldren,” to have tñem instructed in 
edtne trade, both to keep them! from "tals 
ness, and that they miglit have some re- 
sbürce, if their Eirbiinibtatiess should ever 
require it. le % 2602 . 
Haring received the rudinicaty of his 
5 e | education = 


2 
education- at his eva; 3 . 


at a certain time, to complete it at Jerusa · WA 
lem, and was placed under the care of Ga- | 
maliel, the mast eminent Jewish teacher 
of his time. Here St. Paul made a great 
proficiency, * and dn expert in all the 
customs and questions no 

* the Jews. The ssct of which he made 
choice was that of the Pharisees, the most 

striet of all others, and, being of a warm 
temper, he became n. mo for 
the Jewish religion. 

This was not . death 'of 
Christ. but yet bis followers had greatly 
scruple to assert, that the religion which 
they taught was to be erected on the ruins 

of Judaism, they gave very serious alarms 

to the Jews. Among others, St. Faul, be- 

lieving the whole to be an imposture, and 
verily, thinking (as he gays) that he ought 
to do many things contrary to the name =_ 
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senting to his death, and stood by and took 


i with what he had done at Jerusalem, he 5 
went to the chief priest, and solicited from 2 
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| in every ayvaizozus, LA mpe 
to blaspheme; and when the ane mari, 


Stephen, was: executed, St Paul was cc 


care of the clothes o who stoned 
him. 4 eee ee 0 n $409, ie 
It was soon Alder this, _ not con 


him letters to the synagogues of Damas- 
cus, which might 'authidrize him to tale 


and imprison all those whom be bund 


adhering to the name of Chris But as 
he was in the midst of his journey. full of 5 


his unjust purpose, about noon,” 4 light 
from heaven, above the brightness of the 


sun, shone round about him, and those 


who were with him; and when they: were. 
all fallen to the earth, St. Paul heardva 


from the people and from the Gentiles 


2 11 benen thee-1iHlelivering thee 


* unto whom 1 OW send thee; to open 
their eyes, and to turn them frutn dark - 
ness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive 
f A of sins, and . 
* 1 n n 
were with him took him by the hand, 


| — ry peither 
dent) ee ee er 5 thee days, 


Fw RAPP tt called Ana: 


nn tor this honniycxtialon/ antdatnk. 
as 'remarkably active and Rh 
porting * e eee 


ae e Kate whole: ute Wa in 2 


labours and travels for this divine pur- 
pose; "difficulties, dangers, sufferinge of 
every kind, he voluntarily and Jae 
encountered for this end; and he 

n his Ufe in the same * 
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we 


Such are the outlines afcitha 

of {this illustrious apostle; it Sores\.one 

among many invincible proofs of the tiuth 

of: our religion. Here is a man strongiy 
attached 


1— 
and of the justiee of 
chose Ain Me had now adopted He 
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3 r „ 0 a 


nk whose numbers were 
comparatively; very Small, "He: could wy | 
then, logk: for dupport nor 
W change hie religo with 
party to, hows, he yhptook, bi 
pexiority; over them, or p 
thing more than inde 
coptrary, he constantly ackno ledges. how 
blamesple he had formerly ber in 
ing the Christians, and names 
that account, less than the least of :the 2 
apostles; besides, eminence in this n 
211 
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att ain it, to more severe | 
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motive c. can be We > 4 Paul don; 


— x —— 
whole was a trick put upon him, and con- 
trived by the Christians to gain over to 
their party so active an adversary:; 


Iwill be bold to say that the ciretims tances 


of the case were such as to render this ab- 
— — A 2 
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1 — ning the gh rod no 
ee e u suüden struck tert 
by à great ght, exceeding n 
of the gun -ithey all ser the light amd h¹, 
a voice = but only one of them; St Paul; 
listinctiy understands what is snd; u 
ttt urising from the groums t. Fan. 
found to be totally blind, and these wha 
arte with hint are ebliged ts ne ne o i 
the haii@ hd dead Him to the hity/1 
they are geihg; he -continues lind br 
three daysp tn his sight is vonderf 
restored at the word of a deveut e 
of whose boming und doing thim this be- 
fevolent office he is befbre apprised in d 
vision: Re is Iikewise informed by the 
same person, that he is u chosen ins tru- 
ment to preack the religion of Curl, 
throughout the world. Now in l this) | 
there cou possibly be no deerptieN 
therefore St. Paul betame 4 Christian on 
just and ture grounds und the Cm i 
dien! is true. The WW 


Ws * 


4 
is 
8 
6 


t een ce . — of 

gest., 1 laboured 
more eee than they all.“ The 
natural warmth of St. Paul's temper might 


e _ its part in promoting this 


zen n e 


of the banllttes Ghch be had- parent 


exercised/ against the Christian cause. In 


like manner it behov every one, who, 


either from error or depravity, has been 
guilty of sins, When he once turns away 


from his wickedhess, to exert himself in 
the most strenuous ma 
the greatest heights of virtue. 


inner in attaining 


This is peculiarly necessary im the pe- 


nitent, whether he considefs the propriety 


of making atenement for past miscar- 


<< jhatice,: — ee 
God. by. their 1 NP! M1 2U 8 „in the former 
part of their lives, $honld: make him all 
5 the. amende in their power by excess of 
adoration and obedience in the latter and 
that: chey who! have injured mankind by, 
their vices, or debauched them; by dheir ill 
example, when young. shquld exert every 
effbrt. to benefit them by their virtues, and 
reform them by the mast ne and 
unremitting righteous ness, when: od. 
„This is so striking a truth, e ge: 
nerally find those who truly repent, She? ol 
ing their: conviction -of: it by their actions. 
They are usually more zealous for the ho- 
nour af God, more strict in their obser- 
vation of the duties of religion and mo- 
rality. more ęager and active. for the con · 
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| wte'Þ they Wo 0 
with the middle regi 


ever aspiring to the „obe sublime. He 


5 4 
= 2 . . 
* 


who is sensible that in the FROM 
of his life he h 
who doe! not find in bimnel” these 6 


positions, has much reason to doubt his 
own sincerity; and thus have 1 u e 


a criterion _ which he may try it. 
| reason why the penitent s 


labour more abundantly, is, the danger of a 
relapse, to which, indifference « or mediocrity 
of virtue would expose him. If he does 
cede, as far as possible, from the 
confines of those sins, of which he has 
formerly been guilty if he be not careful 
to void those situations, which he has ex. 
perienced to lead to them and to forsake 
those companions, in whose society he has 
so frequently transgressed—it is scarcely 
possible that he should preserve his in - 
II. T 
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SERM: tegrity;: s regolutions, however: am be 
* may think them, will be transient as. the 
morning cloud and the early dew, which 
e soon passeth away. Let him that 
thinketh he Standeth, take heed, lest he 
fall l—this eaution is very necessary to he 
observed, even by those who have con. 
stantly gone on in an undeviating course 
off virtue; but it more peculiarly ap · 
plies to him who is just emerging from 
the gulphs of vice; for even the very 5 
habit of sinning, independent of the de- 
pravity of heart which wickedness. creates, 
will be continually soliciting his return, 
Let every one then, who is fully con- 
vinced off his, former miscarriages. and 
truly sorry for them, constantly "retain; 
the example. of St, Paul in his eye; and 
as that great apostle, who had erroneously; 
offended, thought himself obliged; to use 
such extraordinary efforts in favour of the: 
religion of Jesus, much more let him. 
| * 
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The Conversion of St. Paul. 5 „ 


who has 80 frequently sinned knowingly SERM. 


XI 
and presumptuously, exert every faculty _ 


of his soul, and employ every hour of his 


life, to exhibit himself a pattern of every 
christian 1 grace and ay hu man virtue. 


74 | 


8 | SERMON 


TY 
L243, + 
T0 
11 
it 
4 
3 Th 
5 | 
; 
"$3213 
i 
HY 
i 1 kt 
g 
10 
15 
4: 
189 
| 
it 
1 
* 


ws 8 5 <2, Lone 0 
: ( N "AN S INTE TE 
7 a 0 ” 8 oy VR Es * e Vi Bs 14% 9 
"6 Sake =>." n 2% CELTS 5 ee * 
<0. 4+ ann 1 „ 7 2 7 * 
. . 26% - W IT! . 
2 WS - e : 4 10 Y : 8 Mt * 5 1. . 1 7 
& FO * 5 5 BY CAC „. * KR? 
n= * A Sb, = 
* 3 1 * 17 — 
W . / 
* 8 * : *, 
} 1 
* 
F — x * 
1 
. a 
11. ks 1 % 
* 
. 2 o 
* * Is 4 * 
4 5 
* * & * 


15 | SERMON XX. 


THE TEMPORAL AND ETERNAL ADVANTAGES 
or n. e 


” 
4 - * 
5 - : 
A 8 
* © 
£ N . by x 
— y £1 
+5. / 5» © 2 


1 Tinorur iv. 8. 


Godliness is profitable unto all things ; : havs 
ing the promise of the- life that now is, 
ond of that which 7 is 0 come. 


| Ir i T is very unaccountable how it it ever came SERM. 
to be imagined that religion was an unpro- . 
fitable and ill · natured thing, and that if a Lis 
man was determined earnestly to follow it, 
he must give up all the pleasures of this 
world, and quit every hope of advancin g 
himself in it. This persuasion, I say, is 
very unaccountable,—since the contrary is 
| evidently the case; the religious man is 
of all others by far the most likely to ob- 


Us tain 


294 The temporal and ae 


SERM. n and n. anch nan Adly happiness, and 
* to arrive at that degree of Ie ay 
and wealth which 72 * and education 

will admit; oo SE Fr 
. Two things are affirmed in the 4 1 
one, that godliness has the promise of the 
lie to come, i. e. that religion will procure 


4 —— 3 27 


for its followers ever erlasting j Joys in heaven; 

another, that it has the promise of this life, 

that it will obtain for them an e 
share of earthly good things. 

* As to the truth of et there is no 

diepute; almost all are- agreed, that if 7 

man is devout towards God, fearing, * 


ing. and serving him as he ought, and if 
he behaves to his fellow- creatures as the 
scripture, God's word, enjoins (acting by 
them as he would expect they should act 
by him) and if he be temperate, sober, and 
chaste in his own personal behaviour, al- 
most all are agreed, that if he conducts 
himself thus, when this life shall be ended, 
he will be rewarded i in a state which is to 
follow, £6 Hoy, 


, 
bl 


follow, 8 that he delights in 


e 


a en vans n ther Wis 
That we did not come into the world Ach. 
out a maker, is very evident; that that 
maker is waned even? 8 se, z0wer 


goodness, —as he is wise, that he ebe 
folly when it is practised und when neg- 
lected. an | us bs 15 powerful, | that be de 


inflict eee e Kcbelehs 


8 
5 . 


In the scriptures also, are contained, to 
the same effect, the words of this our 


Maker ; in them, by means of holy and : 
good men, and by his beloved Son, e 
speaks to us, ani 


| tells us of the happiness 
which he has prepared for the rightedus, 
and the misery which is laid up for the 


wicked. God, who cannot le, tells us 
this; let us, therefore, be sure that it will 


happen according to his word. These pro- 
ms mies 


dun to * a6 gp cor nm 
Cause the opinion is not very unusual, that 
religion was only meant for particular sets 
of men; for the clergy for instance, far 
the rich, for the old, for the sickly, in short 
for any but ourselves. The rich are fre- 
_ quently for shifting it off: to the poor, and 
the poor again to the rich; the healthy 
would leave it to the sick, and the sick to 
the healthy; and some of all descriptions 
would gladly persuade themselves, that it 
was intended for others, but not for them. 
But yet no exception is found in the scrip- 
tures in favour of any; all are commanded 
to be devout towards God, and just * be- 
| nevolent towards men „ | 


o 
— . p 5 i * a : 
PER 
* 4 
m—— ¶ ro — 8 — Arr no rang» _— —— — - 1 
. 


— 1 RE re er tt ren, 


impoosidiity, FRRGS e hat it may, 

of zerving God., and being just and kind to 

our fellow: creatures: and though some may _ 
, practise these duties in a greater extent 


than others, all may do it in some de- 
gree; allowance will be made for what is 


impracticable, but not for "_ is only dif- 
ficult; if we strive wi 
will certainly yield to us; but if, from in- 


dolence and the desire of indulging our 


vicious passions, we ingloriously yield to 
depravity, let us not flatter ourselves with 
hopes that we shall either obtain the re- 


wards which God has 5 promised, or escape 
the condemnation which he has threatened. 


Godliness, by: which i is meant not only de- 
votion 


— eee e 


ine that we have ever so much te sα fr 


oaurvedves)in palliation of bur irreligien und 
disobedienoe, on ho other terms but reli- 
gien and obedience can we ge to heaven. 
But it is asser ted in the text, chat godliness 
has likewise the promise of this present 
_ life; that is, that men shall be happy au 
successful on earth, if they are pious to 
God and ibenevolent to men: the 2 
which 1 now proceed to prove to uu. 
That the religious man is the most a | 
r inwardly, let his outward co 
dition be what it may, admits, I think, ef 
no doubt; for he is certain that E e perse- 
veres in his goodness, though he may en- 
dure many calamities here, he will zoon at- 
rive at a period when he shall be removed 
from them, and be recompensed with hap- 
Fes which Shall never end. This con- 
| sideration, 


4 - 
4 


he is even no- in the n and under 
the protection eee eee 

earthly afflictions, and to disarm them auf 
their chief sting:— whereas che wicked man, 

in adversity, has no one comfort to which | 
he can apply 4 — all is dark and 200 Vi; 

from God he knows be has nothing to dap 
in this world, and en to expec e 
the ereatent ontardpropeity can he ev 
active monitress will at all times interpose 
| and insist on being attended to the uncer- 
tainty of Ufi —the certainty of. death—the 
tremendous day of judgment — and the 
dreadful torments which are denounced 
against the impenitent, are the subjects of 
time to time appal the sinner in his most 
daring moments, and embitter his most 
; favourite 


SE RM. favourite enjoym nts. Now the centai 
| * 1 of the four of Gods andthe ure Ex 


perous- wicked person, whose wa 
1 are thus terribly interrupted. But, added 
to this, there is much ground to conclude, 

both from reason and experience, that the 
religious and benevolent person, one who 
is devout towards God, and considerate ; 
towards men, will, besides his inward satis- 
faction, obtain according to his birth and 
. an n share TING 
There are many passages in 8 
containing assertions and promises to this 
effect; which, though they are not to be 
understood strictly, as if the. contrar 
never happened, yet we may depend upon 
it, that they are true in general. *I have 
been young. and now am old (says the 
cc ponent) 


« e e ee e =; 


7 rigbteous, with favour wilt thou com- 
pass him as with a shield. Seek ye the 

1gdo a, of God and his righteousness; 
« and all these things shall be added unto 
you, that is, all earthly good things. 
And many are the texts of the like kind. 
But besides these promises of God, the 


virtues which the religious man is obliged 


to practise have a natural tendency to raise 
his fortune, and to advance him to dis- 
tinction. Industry, temperance, punctug- , 
lity, all of them qualities strictly enjoined 
by religion, are certainly the readiest | 
means of acquiring riches; while the op- 

posite vices, idleness, extravagance, and 

thoughtlessness, almost constantly lead to 

poverty. The vicious man indeed some 
times, from interested motives, may be 


: to a certain degree industrious and tem- 
| perate; 7 
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(emen esse dey Fins 92 _ 
ever s uicht confided if: The lipids 
mat: the former; I tave much reas- 
— _— de no longer” h | 


place or profit; However” mrücts cen 1 
ifure others, provided hte can escape being 
fdund out, or being punished“ Inis 8 U eg 
well know by the world; tor experiences 
tolerably uniform; that he who disbelteves 
or despises his God: is injuriors EE OY 
chierous towards his- fellow- creatur whit a . 
whereas the religious man, wie looks 
forward to a day of judgment wien he 
Shall. be rewarded or punished everlast. 
tk according as ho has behaved'in this 

world, 


| Swe ature, T « 
that abend never "oY Nadia: because 
he is convir oed, that however much he: 
might acquire by it at present, in the 
5 hk ucyratberatitng 
should gain the whole world by dishonesty, 
it would profit him nothing, because he 
must lose his own soul. Now such a 
person as this, is certainly one whom the 
generality would choose to trust and to 
employ; and from the confidence of those 
around us, and their readiness to employ us 
in our several trades and professions, arises 
that degree of riches; which our stations 
in life will admit. And not only do riches 
usually follow - the conscientious discharge 
of our duties towards: God and man, but 
the esteem, the affection, the reverence of 
our fellow-creatures, and all those distinc- 


tions and honours which it is in their 
power 


SERM. power to 
the rewards which await. 


procure Nova a our 
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2 competent share of earthly good things; 
Sodliness has not only the promise f 
the life to come, but of this life also; and 
it may be asserted, without the fear of 
being confuted, that whatever be our rank, 

profession, or trade, the practice of re 

ligion and virtue is by far the readiest 
road to every thing which is most ann. | 
both! in heaven and on enn [5 


f a fe. 
E - — — : „ 


alubs now, nie brought my awry: 
amongst you to a conclusion,“ it cannot be 
improper for me to remind you all, and my - 
self as well as you, that there is a day com- 
ing, when we shall all be called into judge 


ment; I for the manner in which I *. 


This was the author's last discourse at Mileham. 5 


* bj 7 


0 which you have a eee my OY * . Y 
let me beseech you then to join your pray- 
ers to mine, that the Almighty, of his infi- : 
nite merey. would graciously pardon our 
omissions, and that he 1 80, dispose and 
turn our hearts, that. during that portion 
of life which may boi remain to us, I may 
exert myself with greater vigilance i in turn- 
ing those who chall be intrusted to me unto 
righteousness; and that you may make up 
for your CG under me, by your 
| more abundant improvement for the time | 
to come: - that 80, when this transitory life 
is ended, we oy Rnally meet in that bles- | 
sed state, were we shall live together in 
peace, love, and n for EVETTIONE! 
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Train up a child © in the way be . go, 
and when, be is old be will not depart 


* 4 


E. e nas . V 8 


— 


1 TAKE the earliest opportunity of ad- 8 1 BS - 
dressing myself to you on a subject in MAYS > 
which I am- much interested, and which, I 
am well convinced, will condute very $ 
greatly to the good of our parich, if those 


of you, who are able, will give me your : 
assistance. The subject which 1 mean, ww 
the institution of a Sunday school. For ; 


some years past they have been very gene- 
ral all over the kingdom, and if they are 
+ 35. ©: 7 _ 
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have 5 taken up, there i is every: reason 


to hope for the most beneficial effects from - 


them. There has not yet been time to ex 


. perience, in any very considerable degree, 
what these effects are, because few of the 


chi Idren, who have 
schools, are arrived at an age of maturity; 


educated at these 


but, before many years are past, there is 
great ground to expect, that we Shall have 


the lower orders of people much more in- 
formed, — much more religious, — much 


more honest, sober, industrious, and or. 


derly, than but too may + of f them are. at 
present. „ B 7 
I know no o greater objects 41 compassion 
than the children of those parents, WhO 
are unable to give tnem an education, un. 
able themselves to ins truct them, or to 


pay for their being instructed by others, in 
their duty towards God, their neighbour, 
and the mselves. . know no oby ects who 


A 


are 


> with, re | 


1 


with eobriety; when this has been done, 


it rarely happens but, sooner or later, the 


good effects of it are geen; the seed, thus 
) soyn, vill pe 
ried for. z time, smothered by the heat an 
e of youth, 'but, they usu- 
Aa flourigh at. one, 
her. 1 up a child in the 
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5 will 
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wi depart wem it,, loste, 1 
fear, at inet een pumerous of, young 


gence, or pool of their py Pi 
terly unacquainted with. the manner in 
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_ manifest that mankind have a tende y 
to what is evil. As the ground, yh left 
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fitable weeds, while care and — re 
quired to ma 18 produce corn and useful 
vegetables; so the human heart is sponts 
neoubly fertile of follies, vices; ah 1d idlentss, 
but seldom, if ever, brings forth the good 
fruits of piety, virtue; and industry, vith- 
blut the culture bf a sober education. Now 
it this natural propensity towards © 27 be 
permitted to grow up unmitigated an id un 
broken, if it be suffered to acquire the ad- 
dition? strength of early and 16n g custom, 
what hopes can there be that it wah ever be 
44 Yr. Hu _ r = subdued? | 


— — 


—— 


—— —— 


„r 1 


* 


— * 
DE IE 


— my HAIRS ongoe ees 3 ornate, 1 >> 4 
— 


1 
9 


r q 
EF 15 


* 


„ L 


42 — 


A "23 actors | 


oy 


— 
. 
« 
—— k 2 —ꝛ Kͤk———ͤ—ͤ—— rCði . ˙ » OTT - 


has eo 


R 
q WS | wt 
: & 4 g 


EA 


P * eee by 
LA -*7 Lb } & 5 : 
* 


bo: berg fry 


e _—y 


- 
—— 


—— — 
—— 


— 
RT TT 


4 9 


"8 
| 
if 
[| 
any 
| 

1 
ot 


vort of propor 
h Se, maturity h 


impressions 
aced; FI Þ 7 
faced; he. whole of life —.— 


2 
nning; 
- q 


by _ rr — : * rr e 
—— ——— f T — — — Me — COT * * HT 
_ 


— — — 3 
. 7 — 2 
—ͤ—)ä— — ITED . 


OO OIUSIE SS” — wo ron el \ 


it. is on 


* 1 


* 


A 2 2 — — 2 —— p = 9 ens 
. In Ac we 4/4 


wo —— 


set of rebple — * 

mchet y, would alone be 4 great 
tion of the mene, of ho eng 
in danger, and e $1 


"of 


ingults—their extortions Laer 
their Molence! Now, I. 


mel © is hd Way” 't6 HG us" 


2 me. * 


the — 


Mefnerkes destfrüte öf Thb i 


must teach the pdor that ther mY 


after this, — — wil ve warns --- | 


pt 


7 


£ — 
* 


2 - 


"ou 


5 


aces 
— 
8 


* 
— 


— — — * — - — 
— — 4 . — A nA > 2 


here and hereafter, to assist pep ut 


rapine of ev: ry kind, _ as wy we ld, avoir 
the reverse of all these requisites to tra 
quility and comfort, ye are hound to faygur 
and to pro! | the: FUE. 


morality, 25 by. concequen e t- 
call upon Bou, 8 18 wiah well, 19,8 
Vs Want. and oy ane N 
—— 2 o th N 
ig. righteousnęss, an and, ab bove All, BF 
Nalue your. own, interest an and ha ppiness, both 


af, leur wüten, gt, HD t, "7" 
5 I 20 OF 


Lav "Hina" 5 4 8 
mons is addres 
wealthy; n an 
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member the widow's two mites, and the 
praises which her y won of our 
Saviour. Le read, that from him 8 to 
whom much is given, much will be re- 
quired; but can ye suppose, that from him 
to whom little is given, t here will be we 
quired nothing? Far from it! mann 
are formed of us in prop ortion to our re⸗ 
pective abilities; and he may obtain God's | 
favour in as high a degree, Who gives 3 
little out of his want, as he who gives 
much out of his abundance; but let it be 
remembered that he will be equally exposed 
to God's anger, if he refuses what his cir- 


cumstances will admit. I hope that none 
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1 W will make the poor disc 
tented with their situations; they will thin 
themselves qualified for higher things, and 
will either work unwillingly, or will * 
together forsake the laborious em 
ments for which they were designed. What! 
is it possible that the little learning it falls 
within our plan to give, can be attend 2 
with this effect > We only propose to teach 
our scholars to read and to spell, and to in- 
struct them in the rudiments of the Chris. 
tian religion, by which they may be enabled 
hereafter to peruse any good books which 
they may procure, and, when they come 
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Let me appeal to your experience most 
you, doubtless, at one time or other. 
have employed servants or labourere, ho 

had arrived at the degree of knowledge of 
which we speak; could you perceive that 
this circumstance weakened either their in 
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| that the plan mh: we are now 
forming. is to confer on your. children, the 
greatest of all. . "i benefits ; it is to 
confer on them. the knowledge of. God, and 
of their duty towards him; it is to teach 
them how to behave themselves properly 
towards heir neighbours, and consequentiy 
the way to be loved and respected.; it is to 
enforce on them the necessity of being ho- 
nest and industrious, which is the surest 8 
means of gaining a livelihood, and getting 4 
forward in the world; 4 it is to inculcate | 
upon them their obligation to be sober, 
chaste, and temperate, without which vir- 
tues no man can be either amiable or 
happy; and,- lastly, above all, it is to put 
them in the way of obtaining eternal sal- 
vation. ; | 

Let me entreat you, "way, not to be 


backward in profiting by this useful insti- 
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it; proud of their good character, and con- 
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it, they will not allow that it rests on 80 
unstable a foundation: that s0 trivial a 
circumstance as their * Conversipg \ with this | 


power to injure it; and as they are sted- 
fastiy determined, that the accidental . 5 
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cation to study, or to business, they d 
not see how their fortune, or their quiet, | 
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they will not do themselves ane 1 
justice as to apprehend, for a mome 1118 ed hat 
any thing external can influence them! But, 
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will follow their causes ; ,and he who 1s not 


careful in the choice of his companions, 
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wee precautions he may farm) against SERM. 
vill. be sure to suffer, sooner or WY 


5 later, in pe or all. dk these . 
7 the fret, place, 1 Ms cd that 
bad company is dangerous to our cha- 
racters. To have the same attachments 
and dislikes, the same pursuits and aver- 
sions, has always been esteemed the foun- 
dation of friendship; similarity of dispo- 
sition, of Sentimgnts, . of manners, is the 


usul bond which unites companions toge- 


ther; to the truth of this, every language, 
by its proverbial, maxims, bears testimony; 


and undoubtedly, ; generally, speaking. It is / 
true; for what communion has light with 


darkness? what fellowship the votaries of 


religion and virtue, with the children of 


profaneness and debauchery ? I will not 
however | deny but that a virtuous man may 
for a time (long he cannot) take up his 
abode i in the tents of ungodliness, and pre- 
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| SERM. serve his Honour 1 56 ongciens 
75 tainted; but still l adzert'thathid character _ 
We, vill euffer:—the world forms its judmients | 
38 * eee rules, and een , wück, | : 
a other, it has neither onfiche ede 
nor sufficient leisure, to ane for excep- | 
tions; » hen it sees man a frequreit pec 
. for granted dat be is a reer tld; and 
an approver of them; nor is it in all Gave: 
nor in any immediately, that by | orsal 8 
his profligate intimates, he can e the 
ty name which he has lost. ee 
1 It But if bad company be thus Sag tb 
= | | Gur characters, it is probable that it will 
1 J proportionable pernicious influence 
on our fortunes. Reputation has been al. 
oO ways looked on as the surest step to wealth 
BE 1 and preferment. Whoever wishes to ad- 
voance himself. esteems a good character as 

useful, if not essential, to that end, and 18 
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tans? * wks res ould there Fi for 
such anxlety, or such complaint, if it were 
not observed, in general, that to be well 
spoken of, facilitated and forwarded our ad- 
vancement, while the contrary, in an equal 
degree, prevented or retarded it? | 

But I have already proved that our cha- 
racters are hurt by bad company, and there- 
fore it follows of course that the injury is 
extended to our fortunes also. - Let the , 
ambitious, the covetous, those who aspire 
after dignity or wealth, think of this, 
and if they have no better motive for de- 
clining the society of the vicious, let them 
decline it as they have regard to the grati- 
fication of their favourite passion; let them 
be restrained by their interest, if they have 
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SER II. Abet their virtue. Bad company may y like. 

FF wine hurt our advancement in life another 
way, as it usually involves us in Mlchess 
and extravagance, and leads us to dissipate, 
or, at least, to neglect to improve, the pro- 
| vision bequeathed us by our ancestors; 

"4. but this i is so self. evident, that 1 "we not 

©. dwell on it. e ae N 
I go on then to prove what I asserted, in 
the next place, that bad company is dan- 

gerous to our quiet. Let us suppose * 
man of religion and virtue to cherish an 
intimacy with one, whom he knows to be 
deficient in both these respects; let us sup- 

4 pose that he is induced to it, either by the 
hopes of reforming him, by some latent 
sparks of goodness which he may imagine 
that he has seen in him, or merely on ac- 


count of the pleasure which he may take in 
that ease and elegance of manners, which 
the vicious sometimes possess; qualifica- 
tions which, it is well known, are not in- 
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nh? win he's most abando 
gacy! 1.0 us suppose that the 
tioned person ie 80 established in 115 
 grity and reputation, that neither suffer 
from the connexion, still 1 assert that his 
quiet is in danger, for that he ca anot rea. 
sonably expect, but opportunity and passion 
inviting, his companion will take the same e 
liberties at his expence, Which he well 
knows he has often done at the experice of SP 
others. ; As he who takes a viper fre- a TS 
quently to nis 'bosom; though we mhdly 
awhile escape with impunity, will one 
time or other certainly repent of his rash- 
ness; so let that man beware, WhO has 
made choice of a confirmed vicious cha- 
racter for his intimate, for however strong 
in appearance | his attachment be, if 'appe- 
tite or interest invite, he will en 
| 9 him to the heart. 
Vice is of a very base and ungenerous 
nature; it is governed solely by self, and is 
there - 


otally a 000 true friend- 
a frequently put 950 ies e. 
blance, b oner or later, if occasion 
arise, it mill. afford evidence. 09. os 
cing, how. far remote. it is from possessing 
the reality. Can any reliance be placed. 
on him, who lives in a continued state of 
disobedience and ingratit ude to his Creator, 


Prezerver, and Redeemer, that he will not, 


} 


when any imaginary pleasure or profit may 
accrue to him by it, betray or even ruin 


his fellow-creatures. . But if, added to this 
state of rebellion, towards, God, he. has been 


known in his general commerce with his 


brethren to be false and treacherous, is it 


not the height. of folly in any individual wo. 


expose his family and affairs to his 


nations, under the vain hope that he should 


belie his general conduct to be true to him 
alone? Yet, in spite of all the examples of 
broken faith, of the honour of relations 


violated, and inerten trusts betrayed, 
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eternal calvation, "Mari i is, by nature, prone 


are always selected who, it is believed, will 
set the fairest ds most virtuous examples. 
of this 
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genius and the understanding may be | 
_ rived from nature, it is education, for -the 


a much more efficac 


ö riods 2 life . take. e 


wing those early, Seasons. Though, the 


most part, which forms and fashioneth the 
heart ; by education, I not only mean that 


portion of it, more proper! y so called, the 
instructions, the.counsels, which we receiye . 
from parents and masters, but those les- 
sons, likewise, which we imbibe, in some 
measure. from all hof are suffered ta ap- 
proach us —lessons which are derived from 


ious source than formal 

progeptor—from. familiar conversation and 
example. What we are taught, howeyer 
wise, virtuous, and prudent, will have little 
effect on us, if it be contradicted by what 


we see; in vain, does a father instil into his 
son the purest principles of morality in 


vain 


any. 
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: them, if his house and ene open to 
vicious inmates, and his children permitted 


to be spectators of” their excesses. If a 
young person perceives: that vice is no ex- 

clusion from the countenanee and famili- 
arity of those whom he has been aceus- 
tomedd to honour, it cannot but greatly di- 
minish . the- abhorrence in which he has 
been taught to hold it. But though it is in 


the earliest periods of life, when the prin- 


ciples are unfixed and the mind open to 
every impression, that bad company is 
chiefly dangerous; there is no time in 
which it can be frequented with security. 


2 Many have begun the world with the 
greatest applause; have afforded to their 


anxious friends the fairest prbspec 6 
them Lhave even arrived at à mature pe- 


riod: 6f'manhood,/ without'a material de vi- 


ation from the path of virtue, and have 
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tate what he coustantly sees, there i is. yet 


another cause of danger to the. morals, 


perty of vice to endeavour to driw over. 


to its party all who: come within its influ 
ence : the libertine, the drunkard, and all 
the other votaries of profligacy, have ever 
taken delight to render others as wicked as 
themselves; to compass this point, ay 


spare no arguments, no solicitations: 


the sons of virtue, 1 fear, are not bat 
anxious to make converts as the children 


of darkness to make apostates. Loet not 
him, therefore, who has not sufficient self. 


denial to daeline the society of the vicious. 
flatter himself that he shall haue quificient 
fortitude to withstand their temptatiuns 
mare f ale when supported. as they 


* | . Eh always 
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n E bod 
always are, by the ahaſts of ridicule: / 11 he 


preserve his integrity, his: excape is 
raculous ; his temerity merits not thai he 
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should::—for who does not deserve the fate 


he experiences, who 
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himself to a danger from whence nie le 


than a miracle can res : 
| destruction ? Let me not, However, be mis- 
taken; I do not mean that any such in- 


evitable hazard is ineurred by our ac- 


cidentally falling into the society of the 
profligate; or that; on account of the unea- 


siness e occasionally undergo i their 
company, we should therefore altogeti 


| arily ex) 56s 


avoid it; for if this were ae of us, 
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we must needs, as St. Paul 
out of the world; we must abstai 
all intercourse with mankind hows; 5 


and besides, there would be a want of cha-. 
rity in such extreme caution, for if the 


vicious were driven to herd with them - 


N selves, exclusively, all hope of their re- 


forma- | 


The: Boils of bod Comf 


id be done away. Vi ; 


<p r infectic 18/is not, I trust. 
by those at all well principled, to be im- 
bibed at casual interviews; what 1 wish : 

vou. to guard against is a fondness for a 
delight in the society of vice, , whatever | 

seducing attractions it may possess—and 
against an intimacy, a close connexion 
with. the vicious ; vou may perform, with : 
safety, the offices of civility and neighbour- 
hood to them, but you are not to take 
them for intimates; if you do, be assured | 
that you will one day, in the bitterness of 
your heart, lament it, when vou attribute 
to them, as you justly may. one or all ol 
these calamities—the, ruin of your charac» ; 

ter the injury done to your fortune the . 


interruption of your quiet — the perversion 
of your morals—or (which God G7 the ® 
loss of your eternal Salvation. 
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S 5 ie * e up with it and choked it. "And other fell = 

„„ upon good ground. and sprang up, a 5 
2 = 5 5 «« bare fruit an hundred fold. B 
8 This parable was 3 Jens Christ 
2 to the people at large, and, at. their request, | 


explained afterwards to his disciples 1 in pri- 5 


vate. The different ways in Which the 
N gospel would be received at its fret publi- 
A . cation, is, perhaps, the chief object of it, 
=: 5 15 but it certainly applies, very naturally and 8 
3 d The exactly, to mankind in every subsequent | 
5 ? period. By the word of God i is meant, re- 
ligion, and you have here the behaviour of 
| „ different sorts of persons. on n having 


it t proposed t to them. 3 
5 First, you have those, into whoge heart 
any pious instr action falls, like seed soun 


. | by the way side; it makes perhaps none, 
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1 perhaps only a momentary impression; 5 
1 . for as the birds instantly pick up the seed, 
8 50 the devil comes immediately and re: 


A 


2 ; 
1 

" 2 ; — 12 i Y 2 

if * * . 

; i 7 1 : moves 
3 q . 

- ” a 1 7 

- * 75 


X 5 


a. PP.... ³ A ee 
— a. 


r ee ocmane a. ea oats a) 
ff 5 * . * 


. 2 
— e TEA AGE CFR 


— —o ho PAs ESA oc ED > 
— ee ITS — — 


— — — 69s we 
— — — — —— 


3 — — 


1 Bo APs Car A RIS FO" A eh 


- 
'y 
. N 
5 * 1 
* 
* 
Toy: 
5 Ge 
* * 
K 
« 
"oy 


© 02, 


— — 
——ö—ͤ ↄ́ p47 
he —_——  — — —— 


* 


— 


—— 2 — 


—— A. non 


— 


— 


wy» 


55 
4 br 70 7 hs 
© 0 8 Hg 5 | 


% 


2 


, 


they 


7 o 
, ] 
£ x 
: 


— 


* 


* 
* 


a a te mand; 


— 


bg N 5 
if any 


% 


—_— 


* 


— —jↃU—— — 


— . . ——— 
© > 00. 0 — coat oe wy ben 
— —— AE 4 . — CANINE ie ANI TS 

— + a r « p 2 


3 * 
receiv 
4 
- * 2 
* 
3 


t 


vg} 


How many are 


* * 
2 


* — = _ w —_ = > es —— 4 - #f —— » —_ —— — = 
— — — + & _ he . — Ko —_ a — * = — 
, eret was — - — — . — 1 


—— —— ͤ —WœUU — — 
—— —w ²˙¹ Ss os — 
— ͤÜ——:h2 ˙wv²˙ ——— — 


——— 2 GM . — OS es ES ASE r 


. — * * ; 7 = 


3 


8 


25 N 
* 
— 


inister 
g with it 
1 


— 
** 
* 
» 
— 
* 
* 


8 


gain A | 

£ 2 * 
f 4 
« 
* 


ance 
ith them (as 


even 


it 


* 
*- 


1 


r : 
* 
4 
— 


1 


* 
* 
2 uh 
o 


elr 
mi 

9 8 
disbel 


3 
1 * * 
* 
7 


meetin 


4 


. 
2 "4 8 27 >: 
- by ks 8 Ix = * 
1 LES 
8 . 5 * 


W 


4 
£ 


e product 
yrichan 
i 


b 


ere, w 


1 


8 
On 


2 
RE 


CS: 
- 18 4 
4 * A 


** 


e filled 


r 


* 
bd 


vice 


A 
RS 


it 
* 


5 of 


; 
; 
8 2 


d 


\ 
iden 
——_ ; gr Þ | 8 
* q 


4 


WO 


— * 


mom 


— . ˙ 8 A GERI ˙—òtn A TT I 
- 


- 


*% 


7 


e is 


* 
J 


] 


b 


1 


do) they 


- 


most 


4 
* 


F 
Il 


ei | 


4 


wy * 
pl aban 


— 


ith the 


4 


x 


- 


es wi 


% 


— —— —K— — 


— e 7˙'¼'⁰— . ⅛⁰—˙ Ax ˙1u Ü ˙—⁵ RO 9s ny 4 


* 


1 * » 


salvation, 


—— 


© 


A of 


* 


er uus 
ward 


are described 


9 
% 
_- 
- 


* 
* 
3 


> 


whi 


} 


it too man 

* Tre, * 4 
L = . 

1 . 

no 

1 

* 
Y 
— 


* 


they bear n 


t 


— 


of 
0 


t. 


9 


» 


x 


n 


— 


- ki 


of the two next, 


8 
_ q % 
gr . 
; . 
d N 1 * 
1 I 
# ; 


— WS 
EE 
1 
1 7 
% 2 
% & 44 
* 
* 
a 


- Fe 


ot 


—_— 


* 8 ' 
— 
f « 


: * 
3 
3 


— 


y. we have the seed son on 


— 


* 


those are depictured who 


- 


: : "i 
* 
i 4 - 


» 


— ret ts Rr PIE AE ASC oy co 
N 


wo 3&4 
LY 
* 


9 


} 


ous 


Pg 3 


— 


—r.— . ]7—‚§˖r⅛õ res 


* 
* 


E 


of 


* 


QI 


= 


a while 


—— — . ¼—v9T18 ⁵⁰————— ¶ uvm 0 
— — 


* 


or th 


* 4 ” 


Ir character, 


2 — —— —iNꝓ + 
—— — * 


— 


| — — — — 
— Lon. = 5 


— —— 
— —¾— — >" ERR 


— — 2 ——— — - 


— 


— Tom 
— 2 
rr _ 


A NP * 9 > 
- 
— ( 


— — 8 
— K —— 22 > — 
— — — — —— nos —— — — 


Rſs __— 2 


* 


— 


i 


naa WH F ⁰ ⁰ ͥ—ͥ2— ——— 4 


* 


| 
| 
ö 


our fortune, or, what is more 


* 
* * 
t 

= : 

* 


eee Aa; 


under the censure of our neig 1 
bours; our understanding or our s 


to our companions. 
ments these from doing what 
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(alas! GA 


multitudes: 


they are, to ee, and; to act in irect der. 
position b both to their knowledge and their 
incli nation. Perhaps you hope (particu- | 
larly when. the instance appears -trifling) 


that there is more of folly than of guilt 


in this; but remember, that the more tri- 
fling the instance is, the less serious can be 
your sufferings or danger in not comply- 


ing with it! remember, likewise, that the J 


gradation from small concessions to great, 
is easy and precipitate; and remember, 
above all, the menace of our Saviour, 
ch is directed against those, who, from 
a foolish regard to the opinion of the 
world, are induced to act in contradiction 
to what they know and feel to be right: — 
16 Whoever shall be ashamed of me, and 
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that is, we must persevere in 
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God have no pleasure 
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85 5 of the world through the 
« „ knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 5 ; 
« Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
« therein, and overcome; the latter end is . DE 


Ss 7 


worse with them than the beginning. 
we must. therefore, conti nue our exertions 
to the end of our course, we must fight N 
the good fight to. the conclusion of our 
spiritual warfare, or it will avail us no- | 
thing. Those who thus persevere, in spite 

of all temptations to the contrary (hat- 
ever the children of this world may arro- 

gate to themselves) are the only truly 
wise; by Siving a decided preference to the 
chin gs that are to last for ever and ever, 
over those which last only for a few short | 
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, __ hates and will punish ini- . 
about it will acknow- 
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22 7825 e . 24d, 82 1 Wr lch * : 


ao tion it would be almost impossible for 


them to continue in their sins, if they did 
not impose on themselves with the inten- 


tion, and really make themselves believe, 
that they purpose one day to repent of all 


| that i is past, and live, or at least die, * 


Christians. e e f 
TO shew the folly and danger of conti- 


nuing in our sins, on this presumption, 


that we shall one day repent of them, and, 


for that” reason, of delaying and putting 


= our repentance and reformation, Shall 


de my endeavour in the following dis- 


In the first place, so uncertain is hu- 
man life, that we cannot promise to our- 


selves another day 4 there is no one of us, 


who has arrived at any age, who cannot 
recollect instances of some friend or ac- 


quaintance unexpectedly snatched away by 


death, Who was as likely to have been alive 


at this time as himself. What has hap- 


| pened 


er * Prooveatination, 

Peel to others, we all know may happen 
to ourselves. Without repentance, our 
Bible tells us, we cannot attain salvation; 
how absurd is it then to venture so great 


355 
SERM. 


XXIV. 
attend 


a stake on so desperate a chance as the 


continuance of human life! = 
We will grant. for a Wannen that a 


5 man is in earnest in his design of repent - 


ing of his past sins, and living virtuously 
at some future time; we will suppose that 


he even fixes the very time; (for an inten- 


tion of doing a thing one time or other 
vithout fixing when, can scarcely be called 


any intention at all) we will suppose then 


that he fixes the very time, let it be two 
years distant, or one year, or a month, 
riay, let it be only one day; let him seri- 
ously have determined and vowed, — 1 


2 will repent and be virtuous to-morrow” | 


Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be 


* required of thee; the | sword of death | 


is constantly hanging over thy head, how 
. it will fall, God alone knows: To- 


Azz W 


SERM. day alone is -thitie but ue ib hast 


ꝗꝗ— * 1 5 I 
= 3 : * 
\ 8 | 
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— 1 1 7 
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resolved to continue in thy sins; if then | 
thou livest not till to-morrow, what must | 
be thy fate to all eternity? We cannot 
| deny but this is possible, and if it be pos- 
sible, how great is our folly to neglect the 
opportunity which is in our eee one 
At which we may never arrive? 81 1 
Even in this view, considering the uncer- 
tainty of human life, and the possibility, nay 
the probability, that we may never reach the 
time which we have fixed for repentance, 
to postpone it is highly absurd and ha- 


zardous: but there is yet another danger: 


even if we do arrive at the time fixed on. 

and that is, that we may not be then dis 

posed to put our design in execution. If 
we find it so hard to part with our sins 
now, we may be assured that the difficulty 
Will be greatly increased by delay; what 
we have been long accustomed to do, we 
never quit without much reluctance and 
N efforts, and in proportion to the 
7 length 


7 Danger of | Procyastination. 


length of time that we have practived any SERM. 
thing. reluctance to lay it aside will be EA 
greater, and our efforts must by conse - 
quence be increased. To repent and re- 
form. may be easy now; sin. perhaps, is 
new. to us; we are not yet confirmed in 


the habits of it: but if we go on and 
inure ourselves to it, to cast it off may 


uni 1 will not. be in — 


4 
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formation of a inner, accustomed to.a 


long course of sinning, as 80 unlikely as 
to be imposslble:;—** Can the Ethiopian 


change his skin, or the leopard his spots, 


then may ye also do good that are ac- 


* customed to do evil: not that there is 
any real impossibility in the case, but it 
is so very difficult, and happens, I fear, 


80 very seldom, that it 1 almost be said 


never to happen at all. 


Let us not then persuade e that | 


p our; sins will be less pleasing to us at some 
A a3 | | future 


W445; 
4 #5. 
* . 
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SE RM. future time, than they are at prolgits | 
EC SL habit will certainly have increased our at- 

tachment to them, and it will require an 
infinitely greater portion of self-denial to 
forsake them. It is much to be feared,” 

that when the time arrives, at which we = 
fixed to begin our repentance, we shall 
again find some excuse to postpone it to 

a distant day; and 80 we may go on con- 
tinually resolving, and continually linger - 5 

ing in our sins, till the hour of death ar- 
rives, puts a final period both to resolu - 
tions and exertion s, and irrevocably deter · 

mines our condemnition.—In the grave 
there is no repentance.— How shall we _ 
then condemn. our folly, and execrate our 
weakness, for 80 absurdly neglecting the 
opportunities, which were our own, and 
trusting to one, which a little common 

reflection might have told us, we should 


never think arrived. In that banishment = 

from the presence of God, which the wicked 
will suffer after death, the recollection f 
ma 


their as of, the time and opportunity SAR. 
which was . them for the acquisi- Fl. 23 | 
tion of eternal happiness, will not pro- 2 
den. be one of their least punishments, 

If a man in this world miscarries in any 


blen, or meets with: * 00 0 


as. ond Info home 1 Fg the 
thought of such negligence embitter the 
| dinappointment! how then must the re- 
| membrance of that man's imprudence tor- 
ment him, which has deprived him of eter- | 
nal happiness, and doomed him to ever- 
lasting misery ! os 5305s. ood . 
But to return: those, I believe, who con- 
ow to put off their repentance, and who 
yet are convinced of its necessity, and think 
that they Shall one day certainly set about 
it, encourage themselves in this delay by 
the repeated declarations, which they meet 
with in scripture, of the mercy and long- 
suffering of God, Toa truly penitent sin- 
ner God will no doubt grant forgiveness; 
8 e 
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ad. but b besides the probability of a Fark being, . 
Ld cut off in his sins, before he arrives at the 
time of repentance, there is great reason 
to fear that God may be 80 far n 
bY his repeated delays, as to deny him the 
assistance of his holy spirit; and vithout 
that, all his former good resolutions will 
be vain. God hath indeed solemnly pro- 
mised to give his holy spirit to those who 
ask it, but then it must be to such as ask | 
i properly; and how far a long continu- 
ance in sin may harden our hearts, and 


prevent the efficacy of our prayers, it is 


N 
N 
| 
| 
2 
: 
g 
iS 
F 


impossible to determine, and highly dan- 
gerous to hazard the experiment. If bur 
consciences now remonstrate with us on 
the folly and danger of our past sinful life, 
if we now feel within ourselves any dispo- | 
_ *sition towards repentance, let us consider 
such remonstrances and such dispositions 
as the immediate suggestion of heaven; 
let us attend to them, let us obey them; 
the gate of e is now open to us, let 
us 


2 future time, what perhaps at a future & 
time we shall not be able to per 
nov it is in our power, at 
assured God will assist us; the very incli- 
nation that we feel towards it, is an earnest 
that he will! Now, this present moment, 
if we are sincere; is the time to make our 
peace with him: if we put it off. it may 
never be in our power again; the day of 
grace may be e time of n. 
tion gone Wr erl. en e, 
The opinion, 1 fear, i is but too common, 
Wem eee and reformation are the 
works of a moment; and that if a man has 
but time to shed a few tears, and say a few 
prayers a little while before his death, he 
will atone for the sins of a whole life, * 
find acceptance with God. 
The mistake (for a mistake it certainly 
6 is) is a very | dangerous one.—To sin, we 
all know, alas! is very easy; yet no one 
arrives at' once, even at the height of 
| VwWuo.icked- 


d we en 


e rn as not put or to SERM. 


date more gradual; and infinitely. x more | 
slow, is the progress of a sinner towards 
righteousness; it requires much time and 
many efforts to lay aside his vices and to 
acquire the opposite virtues — he hath 
many things to learn and many to forget; 
he hath to repair perhaps much injury 
which he hath done, and to atone certainly . 
for much bad example which he hath set; 
he hath not only to leave off sin, and to 
practise virtue, but he hath also to learn 
to detest the former and to delight in the 
latter; he hath to acquire the habit of 
holiness, without which no man can see 
the Lord. 4 80 
I Would not be understood to say that 5 
never any sinner, who had only a 2 Short 
time allowed him for repentance, met with 
mercy. The great searcher of hearts, who 
can alone judge of the sincerity of his 
conversion, if he perceives that he is tho- 
* + >» roughly. 


be Lived wot: ” refurm 3— mene 
— fours: n nn 
Instances, I fear, are too numerous, of * 
parent penitents, returning from the con- 
fines of the grave, who, immediately o on 
their recovery, have forgot all their pibus 
vows and resoutions, and whose last state 
has been worse than their first. No one 
can say that such might not have been 
the case with his deceased friend, if he 
had recovered, however penitent he may 
have — I am very sure that 
no one in his own case * to trust 
The time of health and We is the 
a proper time for the business of re- 
ligion; it demands, and will employ, our 
most powerful exertions ; and then only, 


can 


SENI. can we be sure chat our r 
_ IV... 


sincere, after we have lived for n 
pious, a virtuous life, when the danger 
of speedily dying is or appears to be- re. 
mote from us. Our good resolutions may. 
be; otherwise, only the effects of sickness 
and terror — transient as the morning 
clouds and early dew — which returning 
health and apparent security would soon 
8 R o A+ 48 VID It 3-40 n | 
I hall conclude this discourse by calling 
3 your attention to the words of the text, 
and to the subsequent conduct of the per- 
son ho uttered them. Go thy way fur 
this time; when I have a convenient 
* season J will call for thee. T hey were 
apüben by the Roman governor, Felix, on 
this occasion: — St. Paul had been sent, a 
prisoner from Jerusalem to Cesarea, that 
/ he might plead his cause, and answer to 
. the accusations of the Jews, before Felix. 
Felix had already heard his defence; but 
| after a few days,: he had an - inclination: to 


jects on which be ee d its eee on 
— | eee to 
+. come, Felix trembled; and he said unto 
Paul Go thy way for this time; when 
1 have a convenient season | I will call 
„for thee.” Felix resembled; I fear, too 
many of these days; he was convinced, by 
the preacher's reasoning; and the whis pers 

of his own conscience, of the enormity 

and danger of sin, and of the necessity of 
piety and virtue; he felt the folly and ab- 
surdity of his former course of life, and 
formed some loose, unsteady resolutions of 
amending it; — but when ?'— not at that 


present time, the most proper of all 


2 


others, when his understanding was con- 
vinced and his heart touched, and when 
it 1 have pleased God that, by his 
"87 | hearing 
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e off the evil hour; Fatiiauck! —_ 
- peared to him, persuaded as he was of the 
netessity that it must one day arrive, or 
himself everlastingly perish. He refuses 
to listen to the sdlutary terrors that had 
begun to assail him, and dismisses his 
instructor somewhat hastily and abruptly; 
„Go thy way for this time; when I have 
a convenient season I will call for thee?! 
Did this convenient season ever arrive fm | 
nol—he kept Paul confined two years; and 
during that time had him brought before 
him frequently; not that he might profit 
by his discourses, not that he might be 
perfected in the reformation, which seemed 
to have been began by the remorse which 
Paul had once excited in him; but, as the 
soripture tells us, in hopes that he might 
have received money of his prisoner, to 
let him go free. And still farther, when 
321 he 
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dung to er the Tews wp easure, tl K 


2 


and to prevent their complaints em 5 
pursuing him, which we find they aſter- i 
wards did; he left Paul bound. Vou see g 
that, during two whole years, this conve 
nient season of hearing Paul. as he ought 
to have been heard, never arrived: he sent 
for him, it is true, often; but as it was 
only with the expectation he would offer 
money for his release, he was likely to 
profit but little from his discourse on an J 
other subject; and that he did profit but 1 = | 
Uttle, is evident, from his leaving"'s an in- 5 
nocent man still a prisoner. TIA I 
Happy would it have been for Felix, if he 

| had suffered the preacher's reasoning, and 


the voice of his own conscience, to have | 
that immediate effect, which they ought to 
have had! they were 80 forcible, and came 1 
50 home to him, that he could no > other- Fe | 
wise — 
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pr 
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reformation till #o-morrow, but 


awaken in us a sense 9 


remorse, and a resolution of living vir- 3 
tuously in future; let us. instantly 


yy . * 


tend to them, and begin directly to 


* 


uence; let us not put 


blessed work to- day, whilst it is called as : J J 
day, lest we be hardened through. the de- 


ceitfulness of . ͤ V 


